Japan to act to boost dollar 




Arab League chief arrives in Moscow 


TOKYO (AP) — Japanese Finance Minister Noboru Takeshita 
said Monday the U.S. dollar's decline against the Japanese yen 
was excessive, and Japan would intervene “as necessary*' in sup- 
port of the US. currency. Mr. Takeshita spoke at a news con- 
ference after the dollar set its eighth post- World War II record 
k»w against the yen in 14 Tokyo trading days, closing Monday at 
16020 yen. down 2.65 yen from Friday’s closing. The dollar has 
lost 1 5 .65 yen in those 14 days (See page 7). Mr. Takeshita did not 
specify at what level the Japanese government hoped to hold the 
doilar-yen exchange rate, but described the current level as “not 
desirable." He said “a stable market is the most important thin g of 
all,” and that he was considering “all possibilities." He did not 
elaborate. 


MOSCOW (R) — Chadli Klibi. secretary-general of the Arab 
League, arrived here on Monday for a three-day visit aimed at 
boosting the league s status in the Soviet Union. Middle East 
sources said. Although no details of his itinerary were imm- 
ediately available, the sources said Mr. Klibi would meet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze on Tuesday and possibly Kremlin 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev later. The league has a bureau in 
Washington and will be pressing to open one in Moscow, they 
said. Last month’s U.S. raids on Libya are likely to be top of his 
agenda, although the sources said increased tension between Isr- 
ael and Syria, the Gulf war and the Palestinian question would 
also be discussed. Soon after the April 15 raids. Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi called for an A rab League summit but foreign 
min isters could not agree on an agenda. 
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Bridge closures 
announced 


AMMAN (Petra) — The King 
Hussein and Prince Mohammad 
Bridges across the River Jordan 
will be partly closed for travellers 
to the East and West Banks on 
Tuesday, according to the Public 
Security Department (PSD). It 
said in a statement that only 300 
travellers will be allowed to cross 
into the West Bank through the 
King Hussein Bridge and 150 tra- 
vellers through the Prince Moh- 
ammad Bridge. The statement 
urged people to refrain from tra- 
vel ting to the West Bank on Tue- 
sday unless in emergency. Acc- 
ording to the statement both bri- 
dges will be closed completely on 
the following day . Wednesday and 
rc-opcn as normal on Thursday. 
May J5. No reason was given for 
the measures. 

Shara’a in Tehran 
with Assad message 

NlLOSlA(AP) —Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk At Shara’a arr- 
ived in Tehran on Monday to rev- 
iew bilateral relations and discuss 
world issues with Iranian officials, 
Iran's official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) reported. 
The agency, monitored here, said 
Mr. .Shara'u also carried a message 
from Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad to his Iranian counterpart 
Ali Khamenei. IRNA said the 
"U-S. imperialism has recently 
suirtrd open measures" against 
Iran. Syria and Libya. 

Israel to aid settlers 
in Jordan Valley 

AMMAN (J.T.) - The Israeli 
occupation authorities have dec- 
ided to provide Jewish settlers in 
the Jordan Valley with funds to 
help them harvest this year’s crops, 
the Jerusalem Post reported 
Monday. The settlers had asked 
for an immediate allocation of 5>6 
million, the Post said. It did not 
say how much was actually all- 
ocated. 

0 Israelis besiege 
Jalazone camp 

AMMAN { Petra) - The Israeli 
occupation authorities have been 
imposing a siege on Jalazone 
camp, near the occupied town of 
Kamallah on the West Bonk, since 
last week reports said. The occ- 
upation authorities were mou- 
nting a major search campaign ins- 
ide the camp and arresting large 
numbers of Palestinians from the 
camp. The Israeli authorities were 
claiming that several commando 
raids have been launched against 
Israeli military patrols from places 
adjacent to the camp. 

*. 

Nepalese vote in 
partyless elections 

KATMANDU (AP) — Nepalese 
went to the polls on Monday to 
choose a new national assembly, 
and despite a boycott called by 
most of the Himalayan kingdom’s 
outlawed political parties, long 
lines were waiting when voting 
centres opened. In all. 1.548 can- 
didates were running for 112 
seats. King Birendru will nom- 
inate the other 28 members of the 
!4U-mcmhcr one-house leg- 
islature. The general election is 
the second in the 25-year history 

• of the "panchayat" system, which 
dues noi allow political parries. 
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Israelis say Syrians Q atar 

building tank positions 29 hew 
in eastern Lebanon in reef 

Rabin: No attacks planned against Syria dispute 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1 .50 rivals; U AE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


but 'guerrilla bases’ remain to be targets 


‘Combined agency despatches 

ISRAELI MILITARY sources were quoted 
on Monday as saying that the Syrian army 
was building new tank emplacements in eas- 
tern Lebanon in a move viewed as pre- 
paration for war. 


The sources, quoted by AP, said 
had been no signs that the Syrians 
were preparing an immediate att- 
ack, and that the fortifications 
were not being equipped with 
weaponry. 

They refused comment on an 
NBC Television report that Syrian 
troops in Lebanon were moving 
southwards in the direction of Isr- 
ael’s border. Israel's army wit- 
hdrew most of its troops from 
Lebanon last June and warned 
Syria not to move into the vacated 
areas. 

Reports of Syrian activity in 
Lebanon's Bekaa Valley and fears 
that Israel might retaliate for all- 
eged Syrian-role in international 
guerrilla violence were partly 
responsible for a war scare last 
week. 

Israeli leaders and army chiefs 
have blamed Syria for anti-Israeli 
violence, including last month's 
atte mpt to plant a bomb aboard an 
El Ai airliner in London, but they 


Mubarak: 
Terrorism 
linked 
to area’s 
problems 

NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
World terrorism would decrease 
dramatically if the Palestinians 
could be persuaded to negotiate 
for an end to the Middle East cri- 
sis. Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak was quoted as saying. 

In an interview published in the 
most recent issue of Newsweek 
magazine. Mr. Mubarak rep- 
ortedly said the United States 
"should not overdraraatise the 
situation" by putting all the blame 
on Libya. 

Libya is. after ali. a very small 
country.’’ he said. 

The Egyptian president said 
peace could be reached through 
an agreement between Jordan and 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO). 

"The Palestinians are insisting 
on self-determination as a pre- 
condition. but if the PLO ooukl be 
made to accept self-determination 
within the context of Palestmian- 
Jordanian accords,” he said, "I 
think' there would be no excuse 
not to negotiate." 

“The whole question of ter- 
rorism is linked to present pro- 
blems in this area. If there is a 
peace process, even the start of 
such a process, terrorism will no 
longer be the problem it is now.” 
he was quoted as saying. 


stressed that they did not expect 
an imminent clash with Syria. 

"Israel does not believe in war 
with Syria. We think that the Syr- 
ian army, the Israeli forces and our 
governments think the same," 
said Major General On On. 
commander of Israeli troops on 
the Syria and Lebanon con- 
frontation lines. He spoke on 
Sunday to United Nations pea- 
cekeepers.in Tiberius and his rem- 
arks were carried Monday by Isr- 
ael army radio. 

Israeli Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres has tried to play down rep- 
orts of an imminent Israeli attack 
saying that Israel wanted to avoid 
an escalation with Syria. Speaking 
in Tokyo Monday, right-wingcab- 
inet minister Mosbe Arens said 
"Israel has no intention of taking 
any military action against Syria " 
(See page 2). 

Israeli Defence Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin repeated the ass- 
urances on Monday saying Israel 


planned no raids on Syria but said 
attacks on "guerrilla targets” in 
Lebanon remained a constant opt- 
ion. 

Mr. Rabin told the British Bro- 
adcasting Corporation (BBC) in a 
telephone interview that Britain 
and Israel had evidence of Syrian 
involvement in the failed April 17 
bid to put a bomb on board an 
Israeli airliner at London's Hea- 
throw airport. 

"When it comes to the pos- 
sibility about a direct military con- 
frontation we believe that the pol- 
icy should be to deter war. to pre- 
vent it. We have no intention of 
initiating all-out war against 
Syria," he said from Israel. 

“We believe that our awareness 
and preparedness and the basic 
balance of power, which is in our 
favour, can deter the Syrians from 
their thinking of making mistakes 
and getting into all-out hos- 
tilities.” 

He contended that at the same 
time Israel had to cope with what 
he called Syrian-assisted acts of 
"terror.” 

"For example, in Lebanon we 
have got the security zone, the 
South Lebanese Army, which is 
backed and assisted by us. and 
whenever it is needed we attack 
terrorist targets wherever and 
whenever we find them all over 
Lebanon.” 


Britain is considering further 
action against Syria — Renton 


LONDON (R) — Britain may 
take further measures against 
Syria after the expulsion of three 
of its diplomats at the weekend 
over allegations of Syrian com- 
plicity in international guerrilla 
attacks. Foreign Office Minister 
Tim Renton said Monday. 

The three were expelled fol- 
lowing a Syrian refusal to waive 
their diplomatic immunity so that 
they could be questioned by Bri- 
tish police about an attempt to 
plant a bomb on an Israeli airliner 
at London's Heathrow airport on 
April 14. 

On Sunday. Syria announced 
expulsion of three British dip- 
lomats in Damascus in retaliation 
for the British move. 


-We are now considering whe- 
ther there is cause for any add- 
itional measures against Syria," 
Mr. Renton told the House of 
Commons. 

Questioned on whether Britain 
planned to liraitthe size of the Syr- 
ian mission in London. Mr. Ren- 
ton said: "We do not wish to enter 
into a tit-for-tat with Damascus 
over this issue.” 

Answering an opposition Lab- 
our Parly suggestion that the gov- 
ernment had acted on information 
from the Israeli intelligence ser- 
vice Mossad. Mr. Renton said Bri- 
tish police had received no inf- 
ormation from Israeli sources and 
had acted as a result of their own 
investigation. 


Tunisian suspect said to admit 
role in London and Paris blasts 

PARIS (R) — A Tunisian arr- department store Marks and Spe- 
ested after a tip-off from his gir- ncer in which one person was kil- 
I friend has confessed to taking led and 15 were injured, 
part in three bombings in Paris He was alse^said to have cla- 
md London, a Paris police spo- imeda role in ths^Christmas iy83 
Ices man said' Monday. bombing of a London Marks and 


PARIS (R) — A Tunisian arr- 
ested after a tip-off from his gir- 
lfriend has confessed to taking 
part in three bombings in Paris 
and London, a Paris police spo- 
kesman said' Monday. 

The spokesman for the serious 
crimes department said Habib 
Maammar, 25, had confessed to 
the attacks during questioning in 
the Eastern French city of Nancy, 
where be was arrested last Thu- 
rsday. 

Maammar and his estranged 
companion. Souad Aissaoui. an 
Algerian who denounced him to 
police, were both charged in 
Nancy on Monday with possession 
of explosives, police said. 

The spokesman said Maammar 
admitted he took part in a bomb 
attack in February last year out- 
side the Paris branch of British 


Spencer store and aq attack in 
August iy84 against a Paris 
branch of Israel’s Bank Leu mi. 

Maammar said he originally 
intended to plant a bomb at the 
Paris offices of the Israeli airline 
El Al but found security too tight 
and chose the bank instead, police 
said. 

Police in Nancy were tipped off 
by Ms. Aissaoui, who complained 
to them he had beaten her and 
forced his way into her home. 

The woman showed police a 
charge of explosives which she 
said belonged to Maammar as 
proof of ter evidence- 


BAHRAINI Agencies) — British, 
Dutch. Thai and Filipino emp- 
loyees of the Dutch firm Ballast 
Nedara arrived in Bahrain on 
Monday, after 1 7 days in captivity 
in Qatar. 

They were greeted at Manama 
international airport by Bahraini 
officials, executives of the Dutch 
company. British and Dutch dip- 
lomats. 

The Britons, chief engineer 
Richard Thompson and Surveyor 
Brian Davies were escorted to one 
car, while Dutch superintendent 
Wim Hoekendyke was taken to a 
separate car. 

The 24 Filipino and two Thai 
workers boarded a Ballast Ned am 
bus which took them along with, 
the released British and Dutch 
detainees to the company’s res- 
idential compound at Manama 
district of Jasra. 

The 2y detained April 26 when 
helicopter-borne Qatari troops 
landed on and seized the Fasht Al 
Dibal reef isle. 

Ballast Nedara was engaged by 
the government of Bahrain to set 
up a coastguard station on the isle, 
midway between Qatar and Bah- 
rain in the Gulf waters. 

The reef is part of a disputed 
region that also includes the 
Huwar Islands. 

Diplomatic sources said the ter- 
ritorial dispute had not been res- 
olved. "This is one small part of a 
bigger issue." said one quoted by 
Reuter. 

After its troops took over the 
reef the Doha government said fil- 
ling it in had violated terras of an 
agreement to maintain the status 
quo in the disputed areas. 

Diplomats said a giant Qatari 
natural gas field may extend into 
the area around the reef, acc- 
ording it considerable economic 
significance. 

Saudi Arabia and other Gulf 
Arab states Have been trying to 
contain the conflict and resolve 
the dispute through mediations. 

The 2V Ballast Nedam emp- 
loyees were detained at a "regular 
prison in Qatar, where other (uni- 
dentified) foreigners also were 
remanded in custody,” said one 
Bahraini official. 

"The group were seized by the 
Qataris without trouble and, con- 
trary to earlier reports, there was 
no shooting by that time," said the 
unidentified official. “They were 
working at Fasht Al Dibal on beh- 
alf of Bahrain which, under an 
authorisation from the Gulf Coo- 
peration Council (GCC), was to 
build a coastguard station on the 
reef.” 

The official refused to explain 
why the Qataris attacked and sei- 
zed the reef, saying merely that "it 
was all a mistake, and the problem 
is currently nearing a solution.” 

Bahrain has laid claim to 
Huwar, three fly speck island abu- 
tting the northwestern coast of 
Qatar. 

No official explanation was 
immediately available here of 
Qatar's motives, as the Qataris 
never publicly claimed the Fasht 
Ai Dibal reef. 

Despite mediation bids, the 
Qataris have been reported to be 
deporting students and sus- 
pending worker* of Bahraini ori- 
gin. AP said. 


New Israeli report criticises 
occupation treatment of Arabs 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel's gov- 
ernment comptroller has sharply 
criticised Israel's rule over 1 3 mil- 
lion Palestinians living in the occ- 
upied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

In an annual report released on 
Sunday, the comptroller says West 
Bank schools are seriously ove- 
rcrowded with 50-60 Palestinian 
children learning in each cla- 
ssroom. 

The report blames Israel for a 
lack of vocational schools, saying 
thousands of Palestinian tee- 
nagers are destined for une- 
mployment because they are not 
properly trained for jobs. 

It notes tha t in the past 14 years, 
Israel has resettled 8300 Pal- 
estinian families from Gaza ref- 


ugee camps to alternate housing 
facilities, but adds that these mea- 
sures have been insufficient to rel- 
ieve overcrowding in the camps. 

The report also reveals that only 
18 out of 180 Jewish companies 
in die occupied territories pay 
taxes. 

It says the Jewish settlement of 
Kizyat Arba had misused its bud- 
get by paying legal fees to defend 
Jewish settlers who attacked 
Arabs and damaged property. 

Kiryat Arba also used part of its 
budget to defend members of a 
Jewish terrorist underground con- 
victed of kflfing three Palestinian 
students and planting car bombs 
that maimed two Palestinian may- 
ors in 1980, the report said. 




Government party heads for 
decisive victory in Bangladesh 


DHAKA IR) - The pro- 
government Jatiya Parly headed 
for a comfortable majority in par- 
liament according to latest ele- 
ction results on Monday but the 
opposition charged widespread 
fraud. 

Election commission figures 
showed Jatiya winning 132 of the 
264 constituencies counted so far. 
The major opposition Awarai 
League ted 70 and other parries in 
a 15-party alliance with the league 
had 20. Three hundred par- 
liamentary seats were contested in 
last Wednesday's election. 

However, A warn! League chief 
Sheikh Hasina Wajed refused to 
accept the results and called for a 
general strike on Wednesday and 


a "gherao” (seige) of election 
commission offices, which she 
accuses of "muzzling the poll res- 
ults." 

"This is an election of unp- 
recedented fraud, where the pop- 
ular opinion has been throttled by 
backdoor manoeuvring," Ms. 
Wajed told a party rally Sunday 
night. 

She said she has still not decided 
if the league would sit in the new 
parliament, which is expected to 
hold its first session in the second 
week of June. 

Ms. Wajed won election com- 
fortably. but all 1 2 members of the 
league’s praesidium. its main 
policy-making body, lost to Jatiya 
candidates. 






ENVOY PRESENTS CREDENTIALS: For- 
eign Minister Taber Al Masri on Monday receives 
copies of credentials of the newly appointed non- 


resident Colombian ambassador to Jordan, Mrs. 
Virginia Obregon. Mrs. Obregon is the first Col- 
ombian ambassador to Jordan (Petra photo) 


Libya serves expulsion notice 
to 36 W. European diplomats 


By Dina Watar 

Kcuhv 

LIBYA ON Monday announced 
the expulsion of 36 diplomats 
from seven West European cou- 
ntries and gave them between a 
week and 10 days to leave, the 
official Libyan news agency 
JANA reported. 

The 36 include 25 Italian emb- 
assy staff, six of whom have been 
declared person*! non uruiti for 
"carrying out activities against 
Libya’s interests," according to a 
Foreign Ministry statement quo- 
ted by JANA. 

Also ordered expelled were 
four West German diplomats, two 
each from Spain and Belgium and 
one each from France, The Net- 
herlands and Denmark, the sta- 
tement, read to Reuters by a 
JANA editor, said. 

It said diplomats from the seven 
countries allowed to remain in 
Libya would be restricted to Tri- 
poli’s boundaries. 

The statement said the move 
was "in retaliation for the opp- 
ressive measures taken by Eur- 
opean countries, under pressure 
from the United States, against 
members of Libyan peoples' bur- 
eaux (embassies) in Europeon the 
pretext of terrorism.” 

Libya remained committed to 


maintaining strong ties with West 
European people, the statement 
said. 

The Libyan measures followed 
moves by European Community 
(EL) countries to cut the size of 
Libyan missions in their capitals 
because of Tripoli's alleged sup- 
port for "terrorism.” 

Several European countries 
have expelled Libyan diplomats in 
the past few weeks. 

Libya denies any involvement 
in terrorist activity. 

The latest expulsion came on 
Friday when Spain gave the Lib- 
yan consul-general in Madrid 24 
hours to leave, saying he had links 
with an extremist Spanish array 
colonel. 

Monday’s Libyan statement did 
not name the diplomats who have 
to @ 0 . 

The Italian embassy in Tripoli, 
contacted by telephone, declined 
to give details. The only British 
diplomat at the embassy, which 
looks after British affairs, was not 
affected by Monday’s measures, 
diplomatic sources said. 

The Italian embassy has been 
handling British interests in Tri- 
poli since April 1 984 when Britain 
broke diplomatic ties with Libya 
over the killing of a policewoman 
outside the Libyan embassy in 
London. 


Iran warns against U.S. and 
French naval ‘interference’ 


TEHRAN (R) - Navy (Jom- 
uander Mohammad Hossein 
Malekzadegan said on Monday 
Iranian naval units would take act- 
ion if U.S. and French warships 
continued to interfere in daily 
checking by Iran of Gulf shipping 
for Iraq-bound goods. 

"Recently it has been observed 
that these warships create pro- 
blems for our naval units as they 
carry out iheir mission to inspect 
ships carrying Iraq-bound goods." 
Mr. Malekzadegan told Ettelaut 
newspaper. 

"If U.S. warships continue to 
escort ships carrying cargo for Iraq 
and if we ascertain that the pre- 
sence of these ships is a threat to 
our interests, then we will res- 
olutely enter action,” he said. 

Mr. Malekzadegan’ s comments 
were the first time Iran has said 


foreign warships were actively int- 
erfering in the Iranian navy’s che- 
cking of vessels for goods destined 
for Iraq, which it has the right to 
do under international law. He 
said seven cargo ships and three 
oD tankers were checked on Sun- 
day. 

Mr. Malekzadegan said the 
French kept one warship and the 
United States two vessels equ- 
ipped with helicopters dose bo 
Iran’s "security zone" on the Ira- 
nian side of a line drawn roughly 
half down the Gulf. 

The London-based Int- 
ernational Institute of Strategic 
Studies estimates the Iranian 
navy's strength at three des- 
troyers, four frigates, one covette. 
14 fast attack and patrol boats ami 
other support vessels. 

Iraqi jets hit ship off Iran, page 2 


Moscow assails W .European 
ban on food imports from East 


MOSCOW (R) - The Soviet 
Union on Monday attacked west 
European plans to ban East bloc 
food imports after the Chernobyl 
nuclear accident, saying they were 
unjustified and part of a campaign 
to create a virtual state of mad- 
ness. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Vladimir Lomeiko also gave fresh 
confirmation that local rais- 
judgraent delayed word of the 
April 26 Ukrainian nuclear dis- 
aster reaching Moscow. 

In other criticism of the inc- 
ident. the official daily Pravda 
reported the punishment of off- 
icials who neglected 1 evacuees in 
their charge after the acridenuSee 
page 8). 

"There is no danger whatsoever 
for the health of the people of 
Europe." Lomeiko said when 
asked at a briefing about the Eur- 
opean Community's (EC) agr- 
eement in principle to ban imports 
of food from the Soviet Union and 
six East European states. 

He said Moscow was used to 
discriminatory measures against 
the Communist countries by the 
West. 


Television reports 
six more deaths 

MOSCOW (R) — Six more people 
have died following the Chernobyl 
nuclear accident, bringing the 
total death toll to eight, Soviet Tel- 
evision reported. It said the six 
died 'm hospital of radiation burns. 
Two were reported to have died in 
die accident on April 26. A further 
35 people were in a serious con- 
dition, the television said. Alt- 
ogether 204 people have been off- 
icially reported injured. 

"They’re trying to make a pol- 
icy out of this unfortunate event" 
he said. 

"First fanning it up. leading 
public opinion to a virtual state of 
psychosis... uncontrolled in some 
West European countries, then 
using it to justify discriminatory 
measures.” 

S Arabia bans fresh food from 
Europe, page 2 

Soviet image dented, not ruined, 

page 4 


Monday's Libyan measures fol- 
low the expulsion of more than 
100 Britons. Spaniards and Ita- 
lians late last month in response to 
the deportation of Libyans from 
London, Madrid and Rome. 

Diplomats said a major factor 
behind the European moves was 
to dissuade the United States from 
further military action against 
Libya such as the April 15 air raids 
on Tripoli and Benghazi. 

Leaders of the United States, 
Britain. Canada, West Germany. 
France. Italy and Japan, at a mee- 
ting in Tokyo last week, ann- 
ounced measures against states 
sponsoring or supporting “ter- 
rorism'' and named Libya as one 
of them. 

Libya said the Tokyo measures 
were tantamount to a declaration 
of war. 

Belgian Foreign Minister Leo 
Tindemans said Monday Belgium 
will retaliate for Libya’s expulsion 
of two of Its three diplomats in 
Tripoli. 

He told Belgian reporters that 
Libya had expelled the bead of 
chancery at the Belgian embassy 
and the diplomat in charge of U.S. 
affairs there. 

Belgium has been looking after 
U.S. interests in Libya since Pre- 
sident Reagan cut relations with 
Tripoli two years ago. 


Mahdi to 

abolish 

Sharia 

NEW YORK (Agencies) — Sud- 
anese Prime Minister Sadiq Al 
Mahdi has been quoted as saying 
he would abolish Islamic law int- 
roduced by former President Jaa- 
far Numeiri. 

"It was blood-thirsty, police- 
state law,” Mr. Mahdi said in an 
interview with Newsweek mag- 
azine. "We must eliminate the 
Numeiri experience.” 

Mr. Numeiri. overthrown in a 
military coup in April 1985. int- 
roduced Islamic law (Sharia) in 
1983 : 

Mr. Mahdi. sworn in as prime 
minister last Tuesday, is trying to 
form a new government but dif- 
ferences between southern parties 
has delayed its announcement. 

The Sudanese leader told New- 
sweek that Sudan's Christians and 
pagans, who live mostly in sou- 
thern. Sudan, might eventually be 
allowed some regional autonomy. 

"If they wished it. we would 
give southerners legal and rel- 
igious autonomy," he said. "They 
would have a regional ide- 
ntification.” 

The rebel Sudan People’s Lib- 
eration Array (SPLA). which has 
been fighting gpvemraent troops 
in the south for three years, has 
said it will continue fighting until 
the abrogation of Sharia. 

It is also demanding a greater 
share of government development 
funds for the south (Sudanese civil 
war assumes regional overtones, 
page 2). 

The formation of Sudan's new 
cabinet has been delayed because 
the southern parties remain und- 
ecided on their nominees for the 
four posts they have been offered. 

Sources in the Al Urania Party 
of Mr. Mahdi gave no indication 
when the southerners were exp- 
ected to make up their minds. 

The sources, speaking on con- 
dition they not be identified, also 
did not say which posts the sou- 
therners would be offered in the 
proposed 1 8-member cabinet. 
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Iraqi jets hit ship off Iran 


MANAMA, Bahrain (Agencies) — Iraqi warplanes 
raided an unidentified ship near Iran’s Gulf coast 
Monday and scored "accurate and effective hits” on 
their target, a military spokesman said. 


The spokesman quoted by the 
Iraqi News Agency (INA) said all 
Iraqi jets returned safely to base 
after the 9.06 a.m. (0506 GMT) 
air raid. 

Iraq clamped in February 1984 
an air and sea blockade around 
Iran's key oil terminal at Kharg 
Island in the north eastern part of 
the Gulf waters and has been rai- 
ding oil tankers s ailing in that mil- 
itary exclusion zone to impede its 
Gulf foe’s oil exports. 

The raided tankers are referred 
to as “large maritime targets" in 
the Iraqi military communiques. 

An Iraqi army ✓commander 
meanwhile said his forces des- 
troyed 75 per cent of Iranian units 
encountered in recent ground fig- 
hting along the central sector of 
the warfront and were in full con- 
trol of areas they stormed on two 
consecutive days. 

Iraqis dominate 

Maj.-Gen. Thabet Sultan, 
commander of the 4th Iraqi Army 
Cb rps deployed in the central sec- 
tor of the 1.1 80-kilometre Iraq- 
Iran front line, was quoted Mon- 
day by the state-run news agency 
stressing his forces “do mina ted" 
in the fighting. 

Iran has also claimed its forces 
have scored “outstanding vic- 


tories” in the same region. 

Independent confirmation of 
the Iranian and Iraqi claims was 
not available. 

Gen. Sultan's tank-supported 
columns occupied 100 square kil- 
ometres of Iranian territory in that 
sector in an overnight Iraqi off- 
ensive Friday, a war communique 
had announced. 

Six tank-led Iranian army and 
Revolutionary Guards brigades 
were destroyed in the thrust, the 
communique said. 

Another war communique said 
Sunday night that Iraqi forces des- 
troyed two additional Iranian inf- 
antry battalions that tried to att- 
ack the new Iraqi positrons. The 
Ir anians were trying to recapture 
the area they lost, according to the 
field commanders. 

“The situation has settled in 
favour of the Iraqi forces... after 
destroying 75 per cent of the Ira- 
nian units encountered,” Gen. 
Sultan told the agency. 

Gen. Sultan repeated that his 
assault on the Iranians have abo- 
rted an expected Iranian ground 
offensive against Iraq. 

Iran has reportedly mobilised 
large numbers of regular army 
troops and volunteers at Sus- 
angerd, some 30 kilometres from 
the border in the central sector. 

Gen. Sultan's 4th Array Corps 


late April and early May occupied 
another 275 square kilometres of 
Iranian land in die same area. 

In the northern sector of the 
warfront Iraq also reported it rec- 
aptured five mountain peaks and 
two ravines that the Iranians had 
seized in earlier stages of the 
67-month -old conflict 

Iran acknowledged heavy fig- 
hting in the northern sector of the 
warfront. Iran’s Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA), monitored 
in Nicosia. Cyprus, also quoted 
Col. Ali A ghar Jamali, acting 
commander of Iranian ground 
forces, as saying "outstanding vic- 
tories” were scored in the central 
sector of the warfront in the past 
few days. 

Tehran Radio reported Sunday 
that an “invading” Iraqi warplane 
was shot down by Iranian ground 
defences in the Gulf region. 

Iraq said its warplanes bombed 
two oil pumping stations in Iran on 
Sunday and all jets safely returned 
to base. A war communique Sun- 
day ni gh t said Iraqi ground gun- 
ners in the central sector shot 
down an Ir anian American-built 
Cobra helicopter gunship. 

Hie recent Iraqi scattered ass- 
aults along die from line have 
been prompted by Iran's con- 
tinued occupation of territory in 
the southern Iraqi Fao Peninsula 
since Feb. 9. 

Iraq also has been increasing 
pressure on the Tehran gov- 
ernment by raiding military and 
oO installations in Iran to force the 
Ir anians to negotiate a settlement 


Spain to protest over Libyan activities 


MADRID (R) — Spain's amb- 
assador in Tripoli has been ins- 
tructed to protest to Libya over 
the “irregular activities” of the 
Libyan embassy in Madrid, the 
Spanish Foreign Ministry said 
Monday. 

The action follows the arrests in 
Spain of a right-wing colonel and 
suspected Libyan-backed gue- 
rrillas. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said the ambassador in Tripoli. 
Ricardo Peidro. had been told to 
express Spain's “displeasure" 
over the embassy’s activities. 

Spain at the weekend expelled 
the Libyan consul-general, acc- 
using him of arranging for Spanish 
array Col. Carlos Meer de Ribera 
to seek funds from Libyan leader 
Viuammar Qadhafi for subversive 
rightist activities in Spain. 

It also arrested 1 0 guerrilla sus- 
pects said to belong to an anti- 
Zionist Lebanon-based group cal- 
led “the Call of Jesus Christ.” 

The Interior Ministry quoted 


two of them, a Spaniard and a Por- 
tuguese . as saving their leader rec- 


in esses. 

It said the two were arrested as 
they planted a bomb at the Madrid 
branch of the Bank of America 
last May 2 and confessed to bom- 
bing Air France offices in Lisbon 
last month. 

Hie Foreign Ministry spo- 
kesman said the latest dev- 
elopments had brought Spanish- 
Libyan relations to a new low but 
Madrid was not at the moment 
considering a total break with Tri- 
poli. 

A spokesman for the Libyan 
"People’s Bureau” or embassy, 
denied the accusations and cha- 
llenged Spain to produce sup- 
porting evidence. 

He said the charges were part of 
an anti-Libyan campaign fol- 
lowing what he called aggressive 


measures taken by tile European 
Community against Libya earlier 
’ this month. 

Press reports said a military 
magistrate was expected to charge 
Col. Meer de Ribera with con- 
spiring for purpose of a rebellion, 
a charge carrying a six-year jail 
sentence. 

Official sources said int- 
elligence services had gathered 
irrefutable evidence of his Libyan 
connection. 

They said at least two Spanish 
rightist civilians were involved in 
COL Meer de Ribera’s activities. 

Relatives who Visited Col. Meer 
de Ribera in prison told reporters 
he admitted to visiting Col. Qad- 
hafi twice as a personal friend, but 
rejected accusations of .sub- - 
version. . 

Hie expelled consul-general. 
Saed Mohammad A! Salam Esm- 
ail, has denied arranging his trip to 
Tripoli. 


Kuwaiti aide asked to withdraw resignation 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s gov- 
ernment has served notice that 
education policies will be imp- 
lemented unaltered,' and Edu- 
cation Minister Hassan Ali Al Ibr- 
ahim has been asked to withdraw 
the resignation he gave amid par- 
liamentary opposition. 

Mr. Ibrahim, long under attack 
by religious fundamentalists, drew 
fire from assembly members for 
tightening up on university adm- 
issions policy and over reforms 
aimed at streamlining staff and 
■combating inefficiency. 

A government spokesman, con- 


firming Mr. Ibrahim's resignation, 
said Sunday Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister Sheikh Saad AJ 
Abdulla Al Sabah had asked him 
to review his decision to quit. 

Educational policy pursued by 
the government will continue una- 
ltered, the spokesman said after a 
weekly cabinet meeting. 

If he does not withdraw his res- 
ignation. Mr. Ibrahim will be the 
third minister to step down since a 
major cabinet reshuffle in March 
iy85 after parliamentary ele- 
ctions a month earlier. 

The assembly, which has proved 
unusually assertive, forced Justice 


Minister Sheikh Salman Al Duaij 
Al Sabah to quit last year to avoid 
a vote of no-confidence over all- 
eged use of his post for the gain of 
his immediate family in state eff- 
orts to debt crisis brought on by a 
1982 stock market crash. 

Oil Minster Sheikh Ali Al Kha- 
lifa Al Sabah, another royal family 
member who was also finance 
minister in the previous cabinet, 
offered to resign last year amid 
criticism over efforts to resolve tire 
debt crisis and his conduct of oil 
affairs. He stayed in office at the 
urging of the .crown i prince. 


to the conflict. 

Iraq vowed to escalate the fig- 
hting and bombings as tong as Iran 
rejected a negotiated settlement 
to the conflict and occupied an est- 
imated 85 square kilometres at 
Fao. 

Iraq denied Monday that one of 
its warplanes was shot down by 
Iran in the Gulf Sunday. 

A military spokesman said the 
Ir anian claim was "mere lies fab- 
ricated by Tehran rulers to cover 
up their big losses on the Gulf war 
front” 

Meanwhile Iran's Islamic Rev- 
olutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) 
Sunday appointed Ali Shamkhani 
as commander of its ground for- 
ces, a powerful war machine that 
can call on more than three million 
trained fighters. 

IRNA said IRGC Commander 
Mohsen Rezaie matte the app- 
ointment at a southern Gulf war 
headquarters. Shamkhani was 
previously Rezaie's deputy. 

The post is new and balances 
the newly-appointed commanders 
of the IRGCs fledgling naval and 
air wings. The IRGC senior com- 
mand structure now appears to 
mirror that of Iran's regular army, 
navy and air force. 

The Revolutionary Guards 
ground forces number a few hun- 
dred thousand highly trained men. 
The IRGC also controls the "bas- 
eej” (mobilisation) force of war 
volunteers, which has trained 
more than three mUikm men dur- 
ing Iran's war with Iraq, now in its 
sixth year. 


Arens: Tokyo 
summit united 
West and Israel 
against 
‘terrorism’ 


TOKYO (AP) — Former Israeli 
Defence Minister Moshe Arens 
said on Monday that last week's 
Tokyo economic s ummit united 
Western democracies and Israel 
against “international terrorism.” • 

"We in Israel are very pleased 
by the statement made by the 
summit, including the Japanese 
prime minister, against ter- 
rorism," Mr. Arens told a news 
conference at the foreign cor- 
responds ts dub of Japan. 

” Israelis now joined by the lea- 
ding democratic countries of the 
world against terrorism ,” he said. 

Britain. Canada, France. Italy, 
Japan. West Germany, the United 
States and the European Com- 
munity (EC) issued a declaration 
at the May 4-6 summit outlining 
steps to take against nations that 
sponsor “terrorism." 

Japan reportedly was reluctant 
to sign a declaration against “ter- 
rorism" that singled out Libya by 
name. 

But Mr. Arens, in Japan on a 
private visit at the invitation of 
Tokyo's Jewish community, said 
i be did not get the impression that 
Japan was trying to back down 
from the declaration when he met 
with Foreign Minister Shin taro 
Abe. 

“I made dear to Mr. Abe that 
Israel is quite pleased, and I didn't 
get any hint of reticence from him 
on this subject.” he said. 


Riyadh 
bans fresh 
food from 
Europe 

JEDDAH (R) — Saudi Arabia 
banned the import of all fresh food 
produce from Europe for one 
week from May 7 for fear of rad- 
ioactive contamination after the 
Soviet Chernobyl nuclear disaster, 
diplomatic sources said Monday. 

They said Saadi authorities told 
representatives of European 
Community (EC) countries in 
.Riyadh rally Monday that the ban. 
would last one full week from May 
7. 

The sources said fresh foods 
such as fruit, vegetables and meat 
.were covered by the ban, but 
Saudi port customs officials were 
also stopping frozen and pro- 
cessed foods, f _ * 

Importers first reported the ban 
and embassies of EC countries 
here collectively approached the 
Commerce Ministry in Riyadh. 
“We only heard officially about it 
this morning,” one diplomatic 
source said in Riyadh. 

The sources said European 
produce was unlikely to have been 
affected by radiation, and it was 
suggested to the Commerce Min- 
istry that radiation tests be carried 
out. 

The ban comes at time of higher 
imports doe to increased con- 
sumption during the Muslim holy 
mon tfa of Ramadan, and was likely 
to increase prices in die market 
place, the sources said. 

But they said the ban was unl- 
ikely to benefit Australia and die 
United States due to the lack of 
time for exporters from those 
countries to react. 


Car bomb defused in East Beirut; 
Junblatt warns of fresh fighting 


'BEIRUT (AP) — A powerful car 
.bomb was defused in east Beirut 
Monday as Diuze warlord Walid 
Junblatt warned a full-blown 
-round in Lebanon’s 11-year-old 
dv3 war was imminent 

Hie bomb-laden gray Renault 
was parked in a residential' nei- 
ghbourhood dose to the Lebanese 
Foreign Ministry, Beirut’s main 
power station and the central hea- 
dquarters of President Amin 
GemayeFs Falange Party, police 
said. 

Hie car was rigged with 200 kil- 
ogrammes of TNT tied to an anti- 
tank min e and 32 electrical det- 
onators set to be activated by 
remote controL They were har- 
mlessly defused by army experts, 
police said. 

“The crowded Akkawi nei- 
ghbourhood escaped a disaster of 
a horrific magnitude by the dis- 
mantling of the car bomb,” said 
the • Falangist Voice of Lebanon 
radio station. r 

Hie car was parked about 500 
metres from the Foreign Ministry, 
700 yards from the power station 
and 800 yards from the Central 
Falangist Headquarters, acc- 
ording to police. 


East Beirut and the Falangist 
port city of Jounieh have been 
rocked with five previous cat 
bombings this year, killing 63 
people and wounding 411 by pol- 
ice count. Most of them exploded 
outside Falangist offices. 

The bombing rash followed Mr. 
Gemayefs crackdown on Jan. 15 
on Falangist rivals who concluded 
a Syrian-brokered pact with opp- 
osition militia chieftains to end tile 
civil war that has claimed more 
than 100,000 lives since 1975. 

Syria's Druze, Shfite Muslim 
and other allies have since been 
campaigning to oust the 44- 
. year-old Gemayel. Mr. Junblatfs 
warning Monday dashed hopes of 
an early resumption of neg- 
otiations between Falangist and 
opposition leaders to end the sec- 
tarian conflict. 

Mr. Junblatt, 38, sounded the 
warning in a speech he delivered 
at a mass rally staged by his Pro- 
gressive Socialist Party (PSP) in 
the Druze-controlled Shouf Mou- 
ntain village of Bakaata on Sun- 
day. Excerpts of his speech were 
broadcast by the PSPs Voice of 
the Mountain radio station on 
Monday. 


“We are on the brink of another 
full-blown new round of the civil 
war.” Mr. Junblatt said. “This bat- 
tle might be fiercer and bloodier 
than any of the previous ones* Let 
us hold to our guns.” 

The radio said Mr. Junblatt left 
after the speech for Damascus to 
join his Shfite war ally -Nabih 
Beni in talks with Syrian Vice 
President Abdnl Halim Khaddam.' 

The Syrians are Lebanon’s main 
power brokers. They maintain 
25 . 000 troops in northern and eas- 
tern Lebanon under a 1976 pea- 
cekeeping mandate from the 
21 -nation Arab League. 

Meanwhile, some 200 placard 
wie ldin g students of the American 
University of Beirut (AUB) sta- 
ged another protest march in the 
city's mainly Muslim sector Mon- 
day. condemning repeated kidnap 
attacks against AUB professors. 

It was the third AUB protest 
demonstration since the abd- 
uction of Christian associate pro- 
fessor of cultural studies NabQ 
Matar, 36, as he walked from his 
house to the campus last Thu- 
rsday. 


Peres wants families to have 4 children 


TEL AVIV (R) —Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres wants every Jewish 
family in Israel to have at least 
four drikiren to help to offset a 
higher birth rate among the Arab 
minority, an aide said Monday. 

Peres, who has three children, 
made the comment during a cab- 
inet discussion Sunday on a report 
by Hebrew University pointing to 
a sh rinking Jewish population 
worldwide. 

The government-commissioned ’ 


report study showed that 56 per 
cent of the children now bom in 
Israel are Arabs. 

It said Arabs wfll make up 43 
per centof the population in Israel 
and the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza by die year 2000 
unless Jews had more babies or 
Jewish immigration increased. 

Communications Minister 
Amoon Rubinstein of the centrist 
Shmui Party said the demographic, 
picture should rule out annexation 


of the Arab areas captured in the 
1967 Middle East war. The repeat 
forecast the birth of another 
600,000 Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza by the 21st cen- 
tury. 

Israel, with a Jewish population 
of 3.5 millioa, rules over 13 mil- 
lion Palestinians in the occupied 
regions. Some 728,000 Arabs liv- 
ing within tbe pre-1967 borders 
are Israeli citizens. 


Sudan’s civil war adopts regional overtones 


By Hamza Hendawi 

Reuter 

KHARTOUM — Sudan’s three- 
year-old civil war is fast becoming 
a regional conflict which neither 
side has the military or diplomatic 
muscle to end. Western and Arab 
diplomats here say. 

Libya, arch-foe of ousted Sud- 
anese President Jaafar Nil mein 
and a former backer of the rebel 
Sudan People’s liberation Army 
(SPLA), has changed sides since 
Numeirfs overthrow a year ago 
and now gives the Khartoum gov-! 
eminent military assistance. ' 

Egypt, at political loggerheads 
with Libya foryears and a credible 
mediator in the conflict until rec- 
ently, has sent S51 million worth 
of arms to Khartoum in the past 
few months. 

On the rebel side,, Marxist Eth- 
iopia is now the SPLA’s mam bac- 
ker. 

Diplomats said the involvement 
of Libya and Egypt. Sudan’s nei- 
ghbours to the north west and 
north respectively, has driven a 
further wedge between Sudan’s 
Muslim north and mainly Chr- 
istian and pagan south and dim- 
inished prospects for an early set- 
tlement to the bloody conffkrt. 

A recent upsurge in fighting 
comes amid growing indications 
that the rebels have no genuine 
wish to accept Khartoum’s peace 
offers and that the army, despite 


outside help, is unable to swing the 
tide of battle in its favour. 

The SPLA, led by former army 
Col. John Garang, demands leg- 
islative changes to end what it sees 
as the “second-class citizen” sta- 
tus of southerners and a bigger- 
share of government development 
funds for the undeveloped south. 

Libya, which last month lent 
Sudan two Soviet-made bombers 
to use against the rebels, insists it 
still wants to help find a solution to 
the conflict. 

It says its past support 'for the 
' rebels, which ended wheh it signed 
1 a military protocol with Sudan last 
July, was given as part of efforts to 
unseat Numeiri. 

The diplomats said bombing of 
rebel positions by the two 
Hipolev-22s had little effect, and 
there were reports one of them 
had been badly damaged in a lan- 
ding accident. 

Quoting Western intelligence 
reports, one diplomat said the 
raids “killed more civilians and 
monkeys than SPLA men.” 

Egypt, meanwhile, has been at 
pains- to maintain an image as a 
potential mediator, despite sup- 
plying arms to Sudan, including, 
anti-aircraft guns, armoured veh- 
icles and artillery shells. 

News of their delivery coincided 
with the fall of the southern town 
of Rumbek into rebel hands last 
month. 

"All parties — southerners. 


authorities in Khartoum and Eth- 
iopia — have faith in the Egyptian 
role and welcome it for die sake of 
stability in -the region,.” Cairo’s 
^ambassador to Sudan, Hussein 
Mnstapfaa Musharafa, told Reu- 
ters. 

Egypt, whose strategic interest 
in Sudan dates back to Pharaonic 
times, has a defence pact with 
Sudan signed in 2976. 

Mr. Musharafa said the recent 
arms supplies were outside the 
context of that accord, which only 
rovers outride threats. 

The' diplomats 'ruled out more 
direct miHtaiy involvement by 
Lifrya and Egypt, but said the two. 
which fought a border war in 
1977, were in a tacit competition 
for influence in Sudan. 

Ethiopia’s support for the 
SPLA was largely in retaliation for 
Numeirfs backing of secessionist 
rebels in its Tjgzay and Eritrea 
provinces, they said. 

Sudan said last year it was end- 
ing support for the Ethiopian reb- 
els, but the diplomats said it was 
turning a blind eye to military 
supplies reaching them from con- 
servative Arab countries through 
Sudanese territory. 

Hie diplomats said Col. Gar- 
ang, though angered by the for- 
eign assistance for the army, could 
not afford to reject indefinitely 
Khartoum's overtures. 

"For how long can his sup- 
porters continue to support him?” 


asked one diplomat, who said 
centuries-old disputes between 
southern tribes could split the 
SPLA’s estimated 20,000 men. 

Drawn mainly from the big 
Dinka tribe, the SPLA includes 
fighters from the smaller Nuir and 
Shillok tribes which have tra- 
ditionally resented the Dinka’s { 
influence. 

While total distintegration of 
the SPLA is inconceivable in the 
near future, the diplomats said a 
rise in tribal sentiments within its 
ranks could undermine its eff-' 
•'‘ectiveness. 

■ * CoL Garang, a U-S.-ediicated 
• 4>3-year-old Dinka, lost a number 
of Iris men in 1984 when his allies 
the Anyanya II changed rides. 

Hie splinter group now claims 
to have up to 15,000 men under 
arms fighting alongside gov-.' 
eminent troops in Upper Nile 
province. 

The Nuir-dominated Anyanya 
m a int a in s that its quarrel with the 
SPLA was not tribal but over CoL 
Garang' s Marxist ideology and* 
what it calls the unacceptable inf- 
luence of Addis Ababa on the 
rebel movement. 

Anyanya sources, however. said 
they were irritated by what .they 
saw as Khartoum’s obsession that 
CoL Garang along held the key to. 
ending the war in the south. 

“Now that we fight on the’ 
army’s side Khartoum takes us for 
granted,” one source told Reu- 
ters. 
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SL Joseph Cbareh (Roman Calhofic) 
Jabal Amman. teL 624590. 

Chnreh of the Anmmdadoa (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwdbdch, 637440. 
De la Safe Garth (Roman Catbofic) 
Jabal Hussein, 661757. 

Church ef the AimiisJstiou (Greek 
OttiudfiK) AbdaU, 623541. 

Aados Qmrth (Omni af tbe Red- 


Aaglan Qb rth (Chunb af tbe Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 678906. 
Annoriaa Caftolc Garth Arinafleh. 
771331. 

Armmliin Orfluha Charcti Arinafieh, 

775261. 

SLEfehrrin Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafleh, 771751. 

Anna h fc w dwl Chnreh (fcnrr- 
denanimiknal): meets at Southern 
Baptist Sdwol m Shmciiami, 677534. 
Erangdkal * "*—*■» Ghorch, Jabal 
Amman. 6th Qrdc, (Rev. N. Sadr), TeL 
811295. 

R ainbow Congregation (International. 
Iatcidenominarional) meets m the 
Church of the Redeemer, Jabal 
Amnan, TeL 606974. 

PRAYER TIMES 
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QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


omuuton department at die -Jueen Ana 
International Airport teL (08) 83200-5. 
where it should always be verified . 

ARRIVALS 

0®J9 Baghdad (RJ) 

0M5 Cairo (RJ) 

9M5 Aqaba (RJ) 

1035 Dubai. Abu Drabi RI) 

10JS Cairo (MS 

lft4S Jeddah (RJ 

10945 Prim (RPl 

U40 D ama aagfRJ 

UM Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

11:45 Dhahran, Kuwait (RJ) 

11:45 . Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 
LL30 Moscow (SU) 


Kuwait (1 

Riyadh ( 

Lamaca j 

New York, Vienna { 

Paris, Brussels I 

Athens | 

Cop e nh a g en. F rankfu rt | 

Zorich, Lwraca ( 

Rome. Damasens C 


DEPASTURES: 


Baghdad (IA) 


Aqaba (RJ) 
drat (MEA) 


Beirut (V 

Cairo I 

Tripoli 

Athens 

Geneva, London 

. Amscwrian, New York 

Rome, Madrid 

IflanbuL Bucharest 

iJinwca 

Cairo 

Moscow 

_ Lisbon. Rjo de Jaoaro 

Kuwait ( 

R iyadh 

Kuwait 

Dhahran 

Jeddah 

Griro 


Aba Dhabi. 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

•Regular-tine ships docking at Aqtdta 
port: 

— Hnal Carmeodta 

— Kara C 

— Jacni 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company, Tel: 
622324-9 at your service. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by die Department of 
Meteorology. 

It win be paxtiyctaudy to cloudy, with 
scattered rain associated with thunder 
activities. Northerly moderate w i nd s 
wiD be freshening at times. In Aqaba, ii 

will bepardy doody, with thunder iho- 

wen. Winds win be northerly moderate 
and calm sea. 


Amman 


Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


11/21 

17/27 

10/23 

16/26 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 21, Aqaha 27. WnmV l i f y rea- 
dings: Amman 40 per f *" 1 . Aqaba 40 
percent. ^ 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Monday rates 

Local seOJbvy rates in fik 

Belgian franc 76.9/ 78.1 

Dutch guilder — ... 1393/ 1418 

French franc 49 3/ 50 

.Itafzntira 22JV 23.2 

Japanese yea (for 10Q) 2123/ 216.1 

Swcdidi crown 484/ 493 

Swiss franc — „188^ 192* 

UJL. stating pound 5273/ 535 

U-S-doHar 341 31 3453 

W. German mark 156 SI 1593 


EMERGENCIES 

Amman gpvemorate 891228 

Amman dvil defence 198, 199 

Civil Defence tibid ..271293.273131 

Civil Defence Quwdsmefa 770733 

Civil Defence Deir ADa 57306 

Ambulance 193, 775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade 198. 

First aid 630341 

Blood bank 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Pbice rescue 192,621111,637777 

Bolice h e adquarters 639141 

Traffic pofice 8963901 

Etetfxic Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen ASalnL Airport (08)5333060 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kfaafidi Maternity, J. Arm . 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity, J. Amman 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

MHbas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, SBarimni 6641 71/4 

Sfenenani Hospital 669131 

■ University Hoqstul 845845/65 

Al-Mna*er Hartal 667227/9 

The Islamic, AbdaX 666127/37 

; 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Mnhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Baririr, J. Aahraficb 775111/26 

Army, Marks 891611/15 

Queen Aia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Nayef Asyfi 

Dr. Basram Van 

Ptfftfc pharmary — _ 

Al Salam pharmacy 

Al James' pharmacy 

Mirah phannac y 


TAXIS: 

Taxnutaxi 

Waddata taxi 

KlMiBri lari 

Hamian taxi 

Jerusalem taxi 


— 630638 
— 779997 

— 661912 

636730 

644554 

— 770910 


.644660 

1™ 812454 

623715 

655566 

639655 


men): 

Dr. Faysal Makbel 

Anas pharmacy 


— 245755 
(~) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Omar Hajjawi 986171 

Anas pharmacy /_s 


=a 


general 


Ionian Television .. 7 

Radio Jordan 7 

Mmiaiy ofTo infan 

Hotd compfama ... 

Price complaints ~ 

Telephone Iofuuuation - 
Ionian and Middle East caBs 
Owenaeas tails 


Repair service 


773111/19 
774111/1$ 
— 642311 
_ 666412 
661176 

12 

Bs 10 

17 


MARKET PRICES 


Upperfi&ver price in J 



Apptet mncihan & Rbb£) 

BfiDUUL H — HHM 

Banana (Maktanrrar)”^„ 


Broad beans 

Cabbage 

Carrot (yellow) ; 

Chntiflotw , 

Cnoariber (large) 

Cucumber (small) 


Grapefruit 

TjCiihju 


200/160 

480/400 

300/260 

250/220 

360/3Q0 

270/220 

60/ 40 
140/100 
200/150 
160/120 
230/200 
250/200 
150/120 
300/240 
160/120 
270/200 


Marrow (small) 

Mdon (Sw eetT!_t 

(* 7 ) - 

vto — — 


Peas 

Buw^ftoeao: 

MlWtl 

Pome (green) .. 
Tomatoes - 


—150/150 
— 160/ 120 

— 240/200 
—240/200 
..250/200 
__ 90/ 60 
1300/1090 
a) 140/100 

- 80/ 80 

— 280/240 

— 280/240. 

— 340/300 
-150/120 
-150/100 
-500/400 
—1107 80 
- 120/100 
-320/260 
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Dudin holds meetings 
with W. Bank mayors 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Occupied Territories Affairs 
Murwun Dudin has reiterated the 
Jordanian governments concern 
over finding ways to alleviate the 
sufferings of Arab people in the 
occupied Arab territories and 
means of strengthening their ste- 
adfastness. 

The minister was speaking dur- 
ing separate meetings over the 
past three days with three West 
bank mayors; Mayor of Hebron 
Mustafa Al Natsheh, Mayor of 
Bethlehem thus Freij and Mayor 
of Ya’bad Murawweh Ibrahim. 

Talks during the meetings foc- 
used on the current situation in the 
occupied Arab territories and iss- 
ues related to municipalities and 


the obstacles impeding municipal 
councils horn providing the best 
services to Arab citizens. 

Mr. Dudin also met with several 
heads of municipal and village 
councils, charitable and coo- 
peratives societies in the West 
Bank as well as a delegation rep- 


resenting employees at Jerusalem 
municipality and he briefed them 


on the five-year development plan 
for the occupied Arab territories.- 
He said that the plan was drawn up 
upon the directives of His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

The delegations affirmed their 
loyalty to the King who. they said, 
has spa re d'no effort to liberate the 
Arab dozens and the land from 
occupation. 


One person dies, 10 sustain 
injuries in road accidents 


AMMAN (J.T.) — One citizen 
was killed and 1 0 others were inj- 
ured on Sunday as a result of four 
different- ear aeeidents- 

In Sweileh. in the western out- 
skirts of Amman, a ear accident 
resulted in six serious injuries. The 
casualties were rushed to the Uni- 
versity of Jordan hospital for tre- 
atment. In Jizeh area, along the 


Desert Highway, a citizen was inj- 
ured when his car overturned. 

In KuweLshed area, an Iraqi 
truck hit a tanker, resulting in the 
death of the tanker's driver and 
the Iraqi driver was injured. In 
Ouwicra. along the Desert Hig- 
hway, two people were seriously 
injured us a result of a collision 
between two ears. 


Collapse of finance firm 
started years ago 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The collapse of the 
Saliba Kizk Shukri Rizk money 
exchangers last week was the cul- 
mination of finandai difficulties 
the company had been exp- 
eriencing for several years, leaving 
it with liabilities estimated at bet- 
ween J D 13-18 million, and assets 
of around J I > 5 million, according 
to informed government sources 
and banking and financial com- 
munity sources directly involved 
in attempts last week to resolve 
the company's problems without 
resorting to legal action. 

On May I . a committee of pro- 
minent local figures from the 
commercial and financial com- 
munity sought to come to the res- 
cue of the respected Rizk com- 
pany. which had registered a rec- 
ord of reputable business dealings 
for over half a century. When it 
bettirne clear in late April that the 
si{jzk*uunpany>wa.s in. trouble, the 
committee of private businessmen' 
asked tficC entral l£ank of Jordan 
(t liJ) for its hlcssmg to attempt. a 
friendly resolution ul the com- 
pany's pmhlcnis. and the l ID 
gave its approval and enc- 
ouragement. 

"We lhoughi the problem may 
bc'in. the inngc ul one or two mil- 
lion dinars.” said oiie member ol 
the committee, "hut it soon I ve- 
il me clear that the shortfall in ass- 
ets was much greater.” 

Initial calculations by the com- 
mittee of businessmen and the 
government put the Kizk com- 
pany’s liabilities at Ivlwccn Jl) 
13-18 million, of which alx»ut Jl) 
l » million is in the form ol deposits 
of individuals. alumt Jl) 2 million 
is in the form of loans from local 
bunks, another JD 2 million is 
owned to loreign banks and 
money changers, and about .11) I 
million is in the hum ol floating 
(unclcaieil) checks ami rem- 
ittances that were being liamllcil 
by the company. 

Die Rizk company has not for- 
mally declared bankruptcy, and 
the' leading accounting. auditing 
firm of Saba and Company has 
I veil appointed by the Rizk's to 
evaluate the company's assets and 
liabilities .with a view to settling as 
much as possible of its outstanding 
obligations. 

( ioveminent sources anticipate 
the evaluatkm process will take at 
least a month. 

Ihc collapse of the Rizk com- 
pany. however, is not expected to 
affect the local hanks, as all its 
loans from banks were guaranteed 
bv ample and viable collatoral. 
mainly in the form of company 
shares and real estate holdings. Its 
obligations to foreign banks and 
money changers were also sim- 
ilarly secured. 

According to preliminary ana- 
lyses. about 400 people had dep- 
osited money with the company 
during the past several years, to 
take advantage of the high interest 
rates that were offered. lliese 


ranged generally from 12-15 per 
cent, depending on the currency, 
the amount of die deposit and the 
length of maturity. 

'file Central Bank had warned 
Jordanians last Sept. 14 that such 
deposit-taking by money changers 
was illegal in Jordan, and con- 
travened the licences of the money 
changers. The same warning was 
issued again earlier this week. 

file Rizk company started tak- 
ing deposits a few years ago. pre- 
sumably to generate cash flows to 
make up Tor business losses that 
were thought to have hcen exp- 
erienced outside the country for 
the most part. 

The company became insolvent 
earlier this year when its interest 
payments to depositors became 
greater than the income it a>uld 
generate from its long established 
and highly respected money cha- 
nging operations. 

It is expected that the company 
.. will . have tojxv declared formally 
■ bankrupt in the near future, tho- 
. ugh as one govern |iK;Rt;»iqre\r put 
it. ■ 1 'yve want'this to lv done iruin 
' orderly fashion.'* 1 * . ' “ 

Central Bank sources estimate 
the company's assets at around Jl ) 
5 million, though most of these are 
already mortgaged to load kinks, 
from whi»m the company bur- 
rowcvl money in recent years. The 
likelihood, therefore, is that most 
local depositors would hope U) 
reclaim only a portion of their 
deposits, unless a way is found for 
the company to generate new ass- 
ets. One hope was that real estate 
holdings in bgypt and equity par- 
ticipations by the Rizk family abr- 
oad could lv liquidated and rep- 
atriated to Jordan to settle obl- 
igations here. 

rhere should also lv some cash 
left over from the liquidation of 
assets that were put up as eol- 
latoral against hank loans. As one 
government official involved in 
the case said: "The collatoral ple- 
dged against the bank loans exc- 
eeds the value of the loans.” 
Asked why the government did 
not step in earlier and regulate ill- 
egal deposit- taking activities by 
wmie of the country's 87 money 
changers, one official noted that 
when the Central Bank of Jordan 
tried to pul pressure on the money 
changers to stop taking deposits 
"it was misconstrued as a tig- 
htening up on the foreign exc- 
hange controls system in general, 
which it was not." 

One possibility that the com- 
mittee of businessmen was con- 
sidering was to repay in full the 
dcposlsts of small depositors, and 
revalue the deposits of larger dep- 
i *sito rs at the value of the deposists 
when they were first made, exc- 
luding the high interest they had 
expected to accumulate. 

Of the 400 depositors who pla- 
ced their money with the Rizk 
company, about half had deposits 
worth up to JD 10.U0U. arid the 
other half had deposits of between 
JD KUMKl and several hundred 

thousand dinars. 


v. 


Money changer’s death 
hits W. Bank investors 


AMMAN (J.T.) - Hundreds of 
West Bank investors may lose 
large sums following the apparent 
suicide last week of a prominent 
Jordanian money-changer, ‘•sou- 
rces*' in the occupied territories 
told the Jerusalem Post. 

Saliba Shukri Rizk. 60. who had 
been . in financial trouble, was 
found dead rhursdny outside his 
Amman home with a bullet in his 
head. 

j\ prominent bast Jerusalem 
businessman who knew Rizk said 
hundreds of private investors, 
mainly in bast Jerusalem. Bet- 
hlehem and Ram.iH.ih. might lose 


iTunury they had invested through 
Rizk’s firm. 


Rizk's company was one of five 
major money-changing firms in 
Amman used by West Bank inv- 
estors and money-changers, and 
wils known for its reliability and 
integrity, the businessman said. 


Though Rizk's death has been 
the subject of much discussion in 
bast Jerusalem financial circles, 
money-changers there were 
tight-lipped, saying only that Rizk 
had been "the best in the bus- 
iness.” Many denied involvement 
with him. 



Airbus aircraft — soon to be seen in Jordanian airspace (J.T. file photo) 


National campaign raises JD 116,000 
for construction of cancer centre 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A nationwide cam- 
paign to raise funds for building 
the Amal national cancer centre 
has raised JD 52.000 in donations 
and J D 64,000 in net profit from a 
welfare lottery, member of the 
national team for combating can- 
cer Fakhri Bilhcisi said Monday. 

Mr. Bilbelsi said that the total 
figure of-JD 1 16.000, in addition 
to approximately JD 450.000 rai- 
sed during lust year’s campaign, 
has been earmarked to construct 
the infrastructure of the projected 
Amal centre for which studies arc 
underway. 

Approximately JD I million is 
needed to start the infrastructure 
work which will lv on a piece of 
land donated by the University of 
Jordan on the campus. Mr. iSil- 
Ivisi told the Jordan Times that he 


expected work at the project, 
which is estimated to amt a total of 
JD 8 million, to take about four 
years to be completed. 

The fund raising campaign 
which ended last week, included 
sending letters requesting don- 
ations from business enterprises 
and institutions. The committee 
expects to organise a similar cam- 
paign before the end of the year, 
Mr. Bilbelsi continued. 


A number of citizens, org- 
unisutkms and companies donated 
large sums of between J D 1 .000 
undJD 1 00 after the “knock at tbe 
door” campaign held at the end of 
last month and the committee lis- 
ted donors names in a letter of 
thanks published in the local Ara- 
bic newspapers. 


Meanwhile a committee set up 
by the General Union of Vol- 
untary Societies (GUVS), which is 
sponsoring the campaign, has 
announced that it ls continuing to 
receive donations from the public 
for the establishment of the Amal 
cancer centre. The committee said 
that people interested in con- 
tributing to the cancer centre sho- 
uld call 630398. 634001 and 
634U09. 


Approximately 5,000 sch- 
oolchildren took to the streets last 
week in the nationwide campaign 
to raise funds for building the cen- 
tre. 


Several committees were set up 
in ail towns in Jordan and boy sco- 
uts and girls guides, in additkm to 
various departments, cooperated 
side by side to make the campaign 
a success. 

A similar campaign run by 
GUVS last year raised JD 
450.00U through direct donations 
and a fund-raising lottery. 


Karak mayor, 
local council 


level charges 
at each other 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Karak mun- 
icipal amncil and municipal aff- 
airs in the city have Ixrcoine a sub- 
ject of controversy which surfaced 
through an almost daily exchange 
of accusations through the kval 
. .Arabic, duilyflcwspapcrs^and dir- 
ected at, .the; pre^n^Muyor of 
Jyarak Maddallyh Al/ii^frcli and 
three amncil members. 

1 .c tiers published in Sawt Al 
Shaah newspaper indicate that 
there is a real crisis within the 
municipal council which has failed 
to meet twice because of a lack of 
quorum, which Ls five. “If there 
had been an absence of one or 
even two council members, it 
could have been said that it Ls nat- 
ural to have one or two absentees, 
but when five out of nine members 
are ubscftt then it implies that 
there is a real problem, since it is 
nonsense to grant annual leave to 
five memhers at the same time.” 
the paper said. 

Three council members, Ibr- 
ahim Madadha. Abdullah Al 
Dmour and Ahmad Muhadin. 
have confirmed that there Ls a cri- 
sis while the present mayor has 
dismissed any problems or crises 
in the amncil saying that he was 
not to blame because they took 
place when Mr. Abdullah Al 
Dmour was in office as mayor. 

The three members said the 
problems are related to the craft 
area and the decisions taken by 
the present amncil tn this respect. 
ITicy also cited other issues which 
have caused rifts in the amncil. 
such as the central vegetable mar- 
ket and the fine imposed on the 
am tractor in ease he failed to del- 
iver the items on time and terms of 
delivery of such items. Al Marjeh 
street and the many holes in the 
street in addition to the sacking 
some staff and promoting others. 

I )e lending the absence of cou- 
ncil member* and their failure to 
attend the amncil meetings. Mr. 
Ju'iifreh said three members had 
each requested two months leave 
for personal reasons and in one 
case for humanitarian reasons and 
the mayor added that the council's 
work had not been obstructed dur- 
ing their absence. 

The three council memhers cri- 
ticised Mr. Ja'afreh for denying 
them leave while he authorised 
long leaves for other people, one 
of whom they said was granted 
approximately six months leave- 
and was finally dismissed under a; 
decision issued by the governor. 

Defending the council's dec- 
ision on the craft urea. Mr. 
Ja'afreh said the d eels kins were 
taken with the approval of the 
concerned ministries. Concerning 
the central vegetable market, the 
mayor said the decision rests with 
the minister of municipal and rural 
affairs and the environment- 
• Mr. Ja’afreh admitted that there 
had been terminations of services 
of some staff but said these people 
had been sacked after referring to 
security files, because the aut- 
horities did not want to employ 
any persons who had been found 
to be abusing their post. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Rifai issues memo on tyres 


AMMAN ( Petra) — Prime Minister Zuid Al Rifai has asked all 
ministries and government departments to use radial tyres for 
their cars, bases, trucks, construction and agricultural vehicles. In 
an official communique issued on Monday. Mr. Rifai said that 
scientific research has shown that the use of radial tyres can 
reduce fuel consumption by lie tween 5 and 7 per cent aim pared 
with other types of tyres. 


Work to start on new, British embassy- * 


AMMAN (J .T.) — Work on building a new two-storey premises 
in Ahdoun to house the British Embassy is expected to begin in 
in id -May and the facility is expected to he ready for occupation by 
the end of 1987. Kier International, a British firm, won the £3 
m il lion am tract to amstruct the building which has been designed 
by another British contracting firm. Diplomatic staff are at pre- 
sent working from a rented building loaned on the Third Circle. 
The new embassy will be IxiiJt on a 2.6 hectare* piece of land with a 
total floor area of 2.5(X) square metres. The American Embassy 
has also purchased land in Ahdoun to build new embassy pre- 
mises. 


GFJW reelects Bashir as president 


AMMAN (Petra) — For the second lime, Mrs. Haifa Al Bashir 
has been elected president of the General Federation of Jor- 
danian Women (GFJWj. During a GFJW meeting held on Sun- 
day. Mrs. Sihuin Al Uassom was elected as first vice president. 
Mrs. Widad Khalifa as second vice-president. Nadia Bushnaq. as 
secretary. laa’af Shukeir as treasurer and Dr. Haifa Mulhas. Khu- 
wla Abu Odeh, Mudiha Uukir, Nuyfeh A I Majali. ALshch Hijazi. 
Majdoulin Awamlch. Eideh Al Mutlnq. l^iila Al Naimi, Sitta Al 
(Judah iind Zuhran Al Zaghamim us memhers. 


Hraoud receives invitation to visit China 


AMMAN ( Petra) — Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Mnrwan A I Hmoud Monday received Chinese 
Ambassador in Amman Chany Jin who delivered an invitation 
from Mr. Hmoud* s Chinese counterpart to visit China at a date to 
be fixed later. The meeting reviewed Jordanian-Chmexe relations 
in environmental fields. 


Swiss envoy tours UNRWA centres 


AMMAN (J.T.) —Swiss ambassador in Amman Haraid Bomer 
and his wife accompanied by Director of United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) in Jordan 
Per Olof Huilqvist and his wife Monday visited UNRWA’s health 
centre . supplementary feeding centre, a school, the market area 
and a refugee shelter in Amman New Camp ( Wihdat) in addition 
to other agency premises, according to an UNRWA press release. 
Switzerland is one of the main amtributors to UNRWA and has 
made contributions totalling *48.6 million since the est- 
ablishment of UNRWA in 1950. the release added. 


Princess Majda opens art display 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Highness Princess Majda Monday ope- 
ned an art exhibition at the American Centre which displays 
paintings and silk screens by a mother and daughter. The 
mother-daughter artist team are Sue and Sonia Dahdah and the 
exhibit consists of forty pieces completed while the artists have 
been living in Jordan. 


Ministry distributes 73,000 fruit trees 


AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 73,000 fruit tree saplings have 
been distributed by the Ministry of Apiculture since the beg- 
inning of this year. The distribution of these free saplings to 
members of the public is within the ministry’s policy to increase 
the green nrea in the country and to conserve soil. The ministry 
also sold 413.000 fruit saplings from its nurseries at nominal' 
prices. The highland development project has distributed more 
than 175.000 fruit tree saplings to farmers whose land is included 
in the project, according to ministry sources. More than 90,000 
olive saplings have also been sold. A total of one million saplings 
have been produced by the ministry nurseries, the sources added. 


[ 








Alia signs contract 
for 12 Airbus planes 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Alla, the Royal Jordanian Air- 
line, has signed a contract to purchase six A3l0-300s 
and six A320s confirming an earlier announcement 
that made Alia tbe first Middle East customer for 
each type of Airbus. The airline has also taken opt- 
ions on a further three A3 10- 300s and four A320s. 
Alia will receive the first of the A3 10- 300s in the first 
quarter of 1987, and the first of the A320s in 1990, 
according to an Alia press release. 


The A 3 I 0 - 300 S will replace 
Boeing 707 s on routes within the 
region and to North Africa, and 
will complement TriStars on ser- 
vices to Europe and in the future it 

wiJI serve ail European routes and 
the TriStars, the release said, add- 
ing that tbe Airbus planes will 
serve all long range thin routes 
while the Boeing 747s will con- 
tinue to serve the long range heavy 
routes. The A320s will replace 
Boeing 727s on routes within the 
Middle East, while also providing 
a margin for growth, the release 
continued. 

“This am tract represents the 
largest single investment and 
commitment ever made by Alia,” 
said chairman and chief executive 
officer Ali Ghandour. "and the 
Airbus aircraft will constitute the 
cornerstone of our long term fleet 
renewal programme. They offer 
an unbeatable combination of 
economy and passenger-appeal, 
and have the added attraction of 


being available as a package from 
a single manufacturer.” 

Each A31 0-300 will seat 18 
passengers in first class. 35 pas- 
sengers in business class 'and 138 
in economy. The airline will fin- 
alise its choice of A3 1 0 and A320 
engines within two weeks and pas- 
sengeV seating for the A320 sho- 
rtly. 

" Alia is one of major carriers in 
the Middle East,” Airbus Ind- 
ustrie President and Chief Exe- 
cutive Officer Jean Pierson, was 
quoted as saying, "and its sel- 
ection of the A3 1 0-300 and A3 20 
is seen as an important vote of 
confidence in Airbus Industrie." 

Reuter adds: An official of Air- 
bus Industrie, which groups aer- 
ospace manufacturers from Fra- 
nce. West Germany, Britain and 
Spain, declined to give the value of 
the contract. Alia announced in 
March its intention to buy the 1 2 
Airbus aircraft. 

AP adds: Each A3 1 0-300 will 



Alt Ghandour 


be powered by a CF6-80c2 engine 
made by General Electric Co. of 
the United States. Alia has not yet 
made its choice of engine for the 
A3 20s. The latest order brings the 
number of A320s on order by 12 
airlines to 134. The A320 is u 
single-aisle, short to medium- 
range aircraft that is scheduled to 
make its maiden flight in March 
J 987. 

Alia has also announced that a 
S20.000.000 two -year term loan 
has been arranged by the Jordan 
Finance Consortium PLC and the 
UBAF Bank Limited. 


JCO director 
returns from 


ICARDA talks 


in Syria 


AMMAN (Petra) — Director 
( ieneral of the Jordan Coo- 
perative Organisation (JCO) Has- 
san Al Nabulsi Sunday returned to 
Amman at the end of a four-day 
official visit to Syria during which 
he took part in a meeting of the 
International Centre for Agr- 
icultural Research in Dry Areas 
(ICARDA) hoard of trustees. 

The meeting, which was held in 
the Syrian capital of Damascus, 
was attended by representatives of 
Syria. Tunisia. Lebanon and Jor- 
dan. During the tour day meeting, 
the hoard of trustees approved the 
ICARDA budget for the years 
1.985,^1 -1986. 

-Participants also- -listened -to a 


briefing about the agricultural 
eh undei 


research undertaken by the centre 
in the fields of grain and legumes 
in addition to fodder, pastures and 
agricultural systems. They also 
discussed issues pertaining to 
animal wealth and increasing inv- 
estment in this sector. 

Contacts were also intensified 
during the meeting to strengthen 
K'ARDA’s activities in Jordan 
where the climatic conditions are 
suitable for the centre’s research. 


Japan gives rice worth ilm 
to Palestinian refugees 


AMMAN (Petra) —The Ministry 
of Occupied Territories Affairs 
has taken delivery of a con- 
signment of 5,500 tonnes of Thai 
rice worth Is 1 mil lion which is a gift 
from the Japanese government to 
displaced Palestinians living in 
Jordan. 


According to a ministry sta- 
tement, die rice will be distributed 
to the reftigees under the sup- 
ervision of a team grouping off- 
icials from the ministry and the 
United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees 


(UNRWA). 

The ministry's under secretary. 
Dr. Ahmad Oatanuni, took del- 
ivery of the gift from Japan’s amb- 
assador to Jordan Akira Nak- 
ayama in the presence of several 
officials and a representative of 
the World Food Programme 
(WFP). The Japanese gov- 
ernment, which has been a regular 
donor to UNRWA to aid the ref- 
ugees, has recently made a don- 
ation of 59 million as additional 
financial aid to the agency and 
provided shipments of flour worth 
JD 6 million. 


Jordan asks WHO to control 


potentially addictive medicines 


GENEVA (Petra) - Jotiflih-' has 
cal led on the 'World HBallh j! Org- 
itffcanofl (WHO)' fP'faJtiPftt- 
emational legislation requesting 
all nations to prohibit smoking in 
public places and to control the 
sale of medicines which contain 
potentially addictive drugs. 

The request was made by Jor- 
dan’s delegate to the WHO’s cur- 
rent conference in Geneva. Dr. 
Hani Oweis, who delivered Jor- 
dan's speech to the meeting on 
Monday. In his address Dr. Oweis 
condemned the Lsraeli authorities 


for banning a WHO mission from 
entering ife occupied Arab' '.ter- 
ritories 1 in' the bourse of their inv- 


estigations into the condition of 
Arab inhabitants under Israeli 
rule. Dr. Oweis urged W HO to act 
quickly and firmly and against 
what he culled Israel's negative 
attitude and to end the injustices 
against the Arab inhabitants in the 
occupied territories. 


WHO’s current 39th session is 
being chaired by Health Minister 
Zaki Hamzeh. 


West German company to pursue 


land transport dispute in court 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 
Jordan Tiroes Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The West German 
truck company. M.A.N., has dec- 
ided to take its dispute with the 
Iraqi-Jordanian Land Transport 
Company (ULTC) to court after 
an aihitration committee ruled in 
favour of ULTC. a lawyer for the 
West German company said 
Monday. 

Mr. Ali Zo’bi. a prominent Jor- 
danian lawyer who has been on 
the case for about two years, said 
M.A.N. rejected the arbitration 
committee's ruling and has dec- 
ided to pursue the case in the first 
instance court and that it will press 
ahead with its demand for J D 27 
million from ULTC. 

In accordance with its decision, 
the arbitration committee has 
demanded the payme.nt of J D 1 5 .6 
million by M.A.N. to the Iraqi- 
Jordanian company. 

ULTC Director General Hid Al 
Fayez announced Saturday that 
the committee ruled that M.A.N. 
“should hand over all the equ- 
ipment. garages and lorries to 
ULTC.” He said the decision was 
retroactive effective January 
1984. 


According to Mr. Fayez. the 
dispute dates back to 1981 when 
the two companies signed a con- 
tract under which M.A.N. und- 
ertook to supply, operate and 
maintain 400 lorries for two years. 
Under the same contract. ULTC 
agreed to provide land for garages 
and a loan to help start the mai- 
ntenance work. 

Mr. Fayez said that by the end 
of 1983. before the contract exp- 
ired, the West German company 
stopped all operations paralysing 
tbe fleet of lorries. 


to an arbitration committee in 
November 1 983. The committee 
had held 47 sessions since then, 
the last of which was on Friday, 
when it Issued its ruling in favour 
of ULTC. 


‘Unprofitable operations' 


M.A.N. said they stopped their 
operations because the lorries 
were designed to cany the average 
load of 60 tonnes each, and that 
ULTC was not capable of pro- 
viding the type of loads that would 
make transporting them pro- 
fitable for the West German firm. 
They said the weight declined to 
between 20 and 30 tonnes which 
rendered transportation of the 
goods on these heavy-duty, 
specially-designed lorries, unp- 
rofitable. 

The dispute was then referred 


Mr. Zo’bi said that the dispute 
between the West German firm 
and the transport company was 
"far from over. We will have to 
fight it in the first instance ajurt 
and its a long way to go.” before it 
could be settled. 

Mr. Zo'bi. speaking in an int- 
erview with the Jordan Times, said 
the decision by the arbitration 
committee was not final and that it 
had to be either endorsed or rev- 
oked by the first-instance court. 
"The M.A.N. case is a very strong 
one.” Mr. Zo'bi contended. "The 
ruling by the committee is the str- 
angest thing I have ever witnessed 
in ray 47 years as a lawyer. I hope 
the first instance court will str- 
aighten things up for everybody's 
sake.” 


The commit tee comprised 
Hamad A I Furhun as chairman, 
former minister of public works 
Raef Nijm. Ahdul Tuwwab Huw- 
ish. Kamal Dujani and Abdul 
Latif Al Shuwwuf us members. 
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Unemployment — 
the acceptable trade-off 

THE issue of unemployment has been very prominent in Jordanian 
political and economic circles during the past year, as planners and 
government officials face the reality of dwindling markets for skilled 
Jordanian labour «»fchto the Kingdom and the consequent need to 
create many new jobs during the coming five-year plan and beyond. 
Bwpntsfairktiw showin g rbfl thiilfnfall Jnrri«niarwi are under IS years 
of age indicate that demographic forces are working against planners 
writing to reduce unemployment in Jordan, and will likely continue to 
do so in the future — at least until the year 2000. 

Prime Minister Zairf Rifai noted in a recent speech that 40,000 
Jordanians are currently out of work. Though not a large number, 
this is certaiidy a cause for concern in a country the size of Jordan. Mr. 
Rifai said that 22,000 people have applied for government jobs, and 
rightfully pointed out that die government cannot create 22,000 gov-, 
eminent detit positions simply to ease the burden of unemployment. 
The hi gh number of applications for government jobs, on the other 
hand, does reveal that at least half of Jordan’s unemployed citizens 
are counthig on the public sector to create the jobs they haven't been 
able to find in the private sector. 

There are two familiar and well-known fads, however, which both 
mitigate concern for the current rate of unemployment and point to an 
-obvious solution for mating future employment needs. One was 
mentioned by the prime minister in the speech noted above, and that is 
the existence of 100, 000 jobs in the agricultural sector, jobs which Mr. 
Rifai said Jordanian workers will not take because they are ‘’inf- 
luenced by the wrong social concepts.” The second fact, and one 
which arises as a consequence of the first, is that 26 per cent of 
Jordan’s labour force is foreign. This statistic comes from a recently 
completed Royal Scientific Society Economic Research Department 
report on the socio-economic impact of foreign workers on Jordan’s 
economy. The same report recommended adopting a labour policy of 
gradually replacing foreign workers with Jordanians, begmning with 
the service sector. Few would argue with the wisdom and necessity of 
this course of action. The question is how to effect such a tra- 
nsformation with due consideration for the rights of foreqpi workers 
in the coon try and how to induce Jordanians to take jobs now held by 
foreign workers. 

Mr. Rifai fa right in blaming “wrong social concepts'* for the 
present unwillingness of many Jordanians to accept employment in, 
for example, the agricultural and construction sectors, two very large 
sources of jobs which are dominated by foreign workers. But this may 
not be the whole story. The average Jordanian worker, married and 
resident In a country wifo a high cost of living, simply cannot compete 
in the wage-labour market with a young, single worker coming to 
Jordan from countries with much lower costs and standards of Bring. 
The latter is an important consideration, for the Jordanian worker is 
likely to be better educated than his foreign competitor, and with 
education conies expectations and dreams, neither of which is likely to 
be satisfied by low-wage, migratory employment. 

To put it simply, the wage level in Jordan is held artificially low by 
the massive Influx of foreigners with lower costs of living and therefore 
-lower wage demands than native Jordanians. If Jordan is to provide 
realistic opportunities to the increasing number of young and edu- 
cated Jordanians, there is no alternative to slowly dosing the door to 
foreign workers and allowing wages to rise to a level adequate for 
those who are, after all, not just guests but members of the fondly. 
Higher wages will actually reduce the number of jobs available and 
initially Increase, not decrease, the unemployment rate tat Jordan. 
Those jobs which remained, however, would constitute viable emp- 
loyment opportunities for a higher percentage of Jordanians than is 
currently the case. Given the fact that the number of jobs now ava- 
ilable, and held by foreigners, is at least twice the number of nne- 
mployed Jordanians, such a policy would be an acceptable trade-off in 
the interest of Jordan's long-term economic health. 

ARABIC PRESS EDIT 
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Al Ra’i: Combating terrorism 

THE heads of the industrialised nations who met in Tokyo lately 
confined their discussions solely to international terrorism. But these 
heads of state failed to discuss the root causes of acts of Terrorism and 
the means of ending injustice that had been the direct responsible 
cause. The Arab League has now issued a statement emphasising the 
fact that the Tokyo summit failed to find the proper means for ending 
terrorism because they have failed to discuss the reasons behind it. 
The real reasons for terrorism emanate from injustice, blackmail, 
aggression, attempts to impose hegemony and domination on others 
and the lust for expansionism and denying other peoples their rights 
in to their homeland and to security and'stability and peace. There 
can be no means of eliminating terrorism as long as injustice is 
maintained and people ure deprived of their rights, and as long. as 
countries are invaded and hu man rights violated. 

Al Das tour:, Pursuing Arab unity 

JORDAN Sunday welcomed Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak 
who came for a brief working visit and for a meeting with King 
Hussein to review Middle East developments and Arab affaire. This 
visit, though coming within the framework of continued con- 
sultations between the two countries on matters of mutual concern, is 
bound to add one more step towards bolstering Jordanian -Egyptian 
relations amidst a turbulent region plagued with political turmoil and 
'differences among Arab governments. Jordan has been pla ying a 
central role in trying to rally Arab countries together in the face of 
common challenges and common threats. Meetings among Arab 
leaders have become a necessity in the light of the serious dev-' 
elopments in our region and in view of continued threats, especially* 
now that the Arab summit meeting has been aborted.! " 1 

Sawt A l Shaab: United we stand 

ARAB diplomats are nowadays confronting a concerted campaign' 
.designed to cause harm to the Arab Nation's credibility. This cam- 
paign could be part of a dangerous conspiracy designed to weaken 
the nation's steadfastness and to justify a new aggression and a new 
military adventure against Syria or any other Arab state. The series 
of expulsions of Arab diplomats in violation of international norms, 
the violation of our air space by hostile forces and the continued 
occupation of Arab land should be met with an equal measures on tile 
part of the Arab Nation. Arab countries should stand up together in- 
the face of the aggression and the injustice and conspiracies. But one> 
has. to admit that the Arabs must first come together and agree on a’ 
unified strategy, and they have to understand that their present 
disputes and divisions can not be justified. 



Soviet image 
dented, not 
ruined, after 

Chernobyl, 
experts say 


The spy plane that flew into history 


MAYDAY: Eisenhower, Khr- 
ushchev And Ike U-2 Affair. By 
Michael R. Beschloss. Harper & 
Row. 494pp. i 19.95. 

By James Bamford 

Washington Post 

I FRANCIS Gary Powers was sup- 
posed to be dead. The problem 
was he didn't know it. 

A few minutes earlier he had 
bailed out of his crippled U-2 and 
was now parachuting into the 
heart of a May Day celebration in 
Central Russia. At the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the 
White House, the possibility that 
one of the spy planes might go 
down over hostile territory was 
always a remote possibility. What 
Powers was never told, however, 
was that no U-2 pilot was ever 
supposed to live to reach earth. "It 
would be impossible,” President 
Eisenhower remembered the CIA 
and Joint Chiefs assuring him, “if 
things should go wrong, for the 
Soviets to come into possession of 
the equipment intact — or, unf- 
ortunately, of a live pilot.” Ano- 
ther White House aide, Eis- 
enhower's son John, also recalled 
that it was “a complete given, a 
complete assumption as far as we 
were concerned," that no pilot 
would be taken alive by the Sov- 
iets. 

It has now been more than a 
quarter of a century since Frank 
Powers slipped a poison suicide 
needle into his pocket, climbed 
into the cockpit of U-2 Number 
360, and began the odyssey which 
would lead to the failure of the 
Paris summit conference and the 
most severe crisis of the Eis- 
enhower administration. Mayday, 
by Michael R. Beschloss, an his- 
torian at the Smithsonian Ins- 
titution and author of Kennedy 
and Roosevelt, is a fast-paced, 
highly readable history of that cri- 
sis. 

Although many of the details 
have been written about before, 
Beschloss skillfully weaves tog- 
ether an assortment of memoirs, 
documents from presidential lib- 
raries, declassified reports and 
interviews into the most com- 
prehensive analysis of the U-2 inc- 
ident to date. At the same time, 
through use of banknotes instead 
at footnotes, frequent shifts of 
scenes, and an abundance of det- 
ail, be has accomplished the dif- 
ficult task of making a work of 


scholarship read like a novel. 

Whfle much has been written 
about the tremendous acc- 
omplishments of the U-2 pro- 
grammes, and there were many, 
little has been written about the 
dangerous arrogance of those who 
ran America's early airborne rec- 
onnaissance activities. For years, 
even before the U-2 incident, the 
United States had been secretly 
sending military aircraft into the 
Soviet Union for both pho- 
tographic and signals- intelligence 
collection. "One day, I had forty- 
seven airplanes flying all over 
Russia” boasted one Air Force 
general. 

Yet one wonders what the U.S. 
reaction might have been bad it 
suddenly discovered four dozen 
Russian military aircraft heading 
into the United States from Can- 
ada and Mexico. President Eis- 
enhower gave an indication during 
the height of the U-2 programme: 
Nothing, the president indicated 
to his senior military men involved 
in the programme, would make 
him ask Congress to declare war 
“more quickly than violation of 
our airspace by Soviet aircraft.” 

Once, when a deeper pen- 
etration was called for, a Marine 
general working for the CIA per- 
suaded the British to conduct the 
risky mission. Hie Royal Air 
Force took a bomber, loaded it 
with cameras and extra fuel tanks, 
and flew it from West Germany 
down over the Soviet missile tes- 
ting area of Kapustin Yar, 75 
miles east of Stalingrad. By the 
time the aircraft reached safety in 
Iran its fuselage was peppered 
with holes. 

ToavofcJ this problem th6 CIA 
in 1953 asked Lockheed to dev- 
elop an aircraft that could fly 
above the reach of Soviet aircraft 
and surface-to-air missiles. This 
would allow the Unified States to 
virtually own the sky over the Sov- 
iet Union — for a time. The result 
was the U-2. It could cruise at alt- 
itudes of between 68,000 and 
72,000 feet, giving the aircraft an 
8 ,000- to 12,000-foot safety buf- 
fer above the Soviet SA-1 mis- 
siles. 

From the very first overflight, in 
the summer of 1956, the Soviets 
knew what was happening — and 
we knew they knew what was hap- 
pening. The National Security 
Agency constantly monitored the 
Soviet air defence radar systems as 
they helplessly tracked the inv- 
isible bird. Bnt by 1960 the sit- 


uation began changing. According 
to Beschloss, the Soviets began 
installing their new SA-2 rockets 
which, the CIA believed, could 
strike a target as high as. 70,000 
feet and thus eli min ated the U-2*s 
safety buffer zone. Nevertheless, 
the rockets were still thought to be 
quite in a ecu rare above 60,000 
feet. 

President Eisenhower had alw- 
ays harboured serious res- 
ervations about the U-2 pro- 
gramme. He had entered office 
with high aspirations of improving 
relations with the Soviets and, he 
knew, a U-2 accident over Rus- 
sian territory could destroy that 
hope. Therefore he personally 
scrutinized each proposed flight 
and route and, to the chagrin of 
many at CIA and Air Force, kept 
the numbers to the minimum. 

It appears a possibility that, in 
order to encourage a greater 
□umber of flights, the president 
may not have been provided with 
the foil details of Soviet reaction 
to the flights. Beschloss quotes 
from a memo in which an Air 
Force official tells the president in 
early 1959 that the Soviets have 
never fired a missile at any of the 
U-2’. However, former CIA dep- 
uty director Richard Bissell, who 
ran the spy flights, has indicated to 
this reviewer that missiles were in 
fact fired at the aircraft. In add- 
ition, Red Air Force fighters were 
frequently scrambled in an att- 
empt to shoot down the intruder. 
On one flight from Norway to 
Turkey, according to Bissell, the 
National Security Agency rec- 
orded 56 different aircraft being 
scrambled against the U-2. 

According to Beschloss, tfaereri 
appears to have been a ■ mor-u- 
atorium on Soviet overflights for 
much of the foil of 1 959 and spring 
of 1960. Then.strangely, although 
worried about the dangers of cre- 
ating an incident prior to the Paris 
summit conference with the Sov- 
iets in the middle of May, Eis- 
enhower approved a flight which 
took place on April 9. The pre- 
sident appeared to have mistaken 
Khrushchev’s lack of a formal pro- 
test against the flights for acq- 
uiescence. (In fact Khrushchev 
was boiling mad.) As a result, sho- 
rtly before the summit, he app- ~ 
roved another flight. This, to Khu- 
rshchev, was nothing less than a 
deliberate insult — planned not 
only to precede the summit but 
scheduled on the most festive day 
in the Soviet Union, May Day. 


Beschloss is unable to provide 
any new answers as to how and at 
what height Francis Gary Powers' 
U-2 was shot down, but he does 
indicate that the weight of the evi- 
dence tends to support the pilot’s 
story that his aircraft was disabled 
by the nearmiss of a Soviet rocket 
near his cruising altitude. Nev- 
ertheless, there is also some evi- 
dence of pilot error .brought on by 
fatigue. 

On learning of the shoot-down. 
President Eisenhower first put out 
a weak cover story and then, on 
learning that Powers and much of 
the aircraft survived tiie crash, 
admitted the spying and his kno- 
wledge of the programme but, 
untruthfully, denied specific fore- 
knowledge of the May Day flight. 
To most Americans, it came as a 
shock to find out that their gov- 
ern men t would lie to them. In fact, 
it was worse. Beschloss points out 
that Secretary of State Christian 
Herter attempted to hide the pre- 
sident's role in the planning of the 
various overflights by untruthfully 
telling a Senate committee inv- 
estigating the incident that the 
approval had never “come up to 
the president.'' 

Following the U-2 incident and 
with the advent of reconnaissance 
satellites shortly thereafter, the 
United States has apparently ref- 
rained from actual overflights. But 
that situation may change. Cur- 
rently on the drawing boards is a 
new type of military space plane 
designed to occupy that area 
above the high-flying rec- 
onnaissance aircraft, about 20 
miles up, and- the orbits of low- 
flying spy .satellites, about 70- 
miles high. 

Known as a T ransat mo spheric 
Vehicle, the craft may be capable 
of reaching Mach 16-20 speeds 
and able to traverse between orb- 
ital and suborbhal regions. One 
Air Force programme considered 
for the TAV is the Advanced Mil- 
itary Spaceflight Capability, 
which, according to an Aerospace 
Daily report, is apparently“aimed 
specifically at flight over the Sov- 
iet Union, possibly at less than 
orbital altitudes." Should such a 
programme come to pass, it may 
be wise to remember the history 
Michael Beschloss brings to us in 
Mayday. 

Joint's Bamford is the author of 
"The Puzzle Palace, "astudyofthe 
National Security Agency. 


By Patrick Worst# 


LONDON — The Soviet Union 
has suffered a propaganda fiasco 
from its nuclear accident in the 
Ukraine, but could yet recoup its 
losses on the international scene 
with skilful handling. Western dip- 
lomats and analysts say. 

Both NATO and East Eur- 
opean diplomats say the April 26 
explosion at the Chernobyl nuc- 
lear power plant, and the two-day 
of ficial silence in Moscow that fol- 
lowed it, has seriously damaged 
the Kremlin’s image in the world. 

But the international furore 
over the accident, which sent rad- 
ioactive particles across most of 
Europe, was a two-edged weapon 
which could also be used against 
the West, analysts said. 

Kremlin- watchers agree that by 
its delay in informing either friend 
or foe of the disaster, Moscow has 
squandered propaganda credits it 
bad built up from its many dis- 
armament initiatives and from 
world criticism of last month’s 
UB. raid on Libya. 

“The incident touches so much 
on what the Russians have been 
playing on Western fears about,” 
says William Wallace, a Soviet 
affair s specialist at Glasgow Uni- 
versity. “They have been talking 
about the horrors of nuclear war, 
and here are the honors of nuclear 
peace. It’s been an enormous blow 
to them.” 

Diplomats said the accident, 
and the secrecy with which Mos- 
cow treated it, was comparable in 
its impact on world pub he opinion 
to the shooting down of a South 
Korean airliner by Soviet air def- 
ences in September 1983. 

That incident was credited by 
many Western diplomats with 
having deflated the European 
anti-nuclear movement at a cru- 
cial moment just before the dep- 


loyment of UJ>. medium-tange 
missiles in Western Europe. 

This time, Chernobyl has str- 
engthened the hand of Western** 
demanding the most : stringent 
measures to verify compliance 
with any East- West arms control, 
agreement. 

Disagreement over the UB. -led 
demands, which Moscow says are 
excessive, is a major stumbling 
block in most of the current 
East- West disarmament' talks. 
These include the UB. -Soviet 
nuclear and space weapons neg- 
otiations which resumed last Thu- 
rsday in Geneva just 12 days after 
the Chernobyl accident. - 

President Resgaa said that in 
the light of tiie disaster “the need 
for effective verification measures 
has become dearer than ever” 

“If the Soviet Union was ever 
doubtful about the Wests con- 
cerns over compliance, they now 
should not be," comments Col- 
onel Jonathan Alford of the 
London -bared International Ins- 
titute of Strategic Studies. 

On the other hand^ analysts said 
Washington and its allies must rea- 
lise that Chernobyl was likely to 
lead to growing public pressure for 
nuclear arms agreements which 
Moscow has been urging more 
■ loudly than NATO. 

Western nuclear disarmament 
groups and ecological movements 
opposed to nuclear power for civil 
purposes could cooperate more 
closely than in the past.- 

Furthermore, the Soviet Union 
could argue that the disaster only 
underlined why it wanted to get 
rid of nuclear weapons, these ana- 
lysts said. 

At least publicly, however, the 
Soviets have so far shown no 
inclination to fink the two issues. 
“1 don’t see any connection," 
Moscow’s chief Geneva neg- 
otiator Viktor Karpov told rep- 
orters last week. 


U.S. policy on Nicaragua spurs 
Latin American misgivings 


France’s dilemma'— who calls the tune on foreign policy? 


By David Honsego 

Exactly who is running French foreign policy at the moment - die 
President or die Prime Minister? The election produced an uneasy 
sharing of power, but while they try to work it out a deadlock could 
produce foreign policy blunders. 


PARIS — For all but the French 
there is something absurdly comic 
about the ‘family squabble within 
the French administration over 
who is responsible for the running 
of foreign policy. 

Listeners to breakfast radio in 
France heard Mr. Roland Dumas, 
the former Foreign Minister and 
an intimate of President Mit- 
terrand, assert the other morning 
that the President was the “bead 
of French diplomacy.” 

If they had afterwards turned to 
the current issue of the weekly 
magazine L' Express, they would 
have found a statement to the con- 
trary from Mr .Jacques Chirac, the 
newly-elected prune minister, 
who says that it is “die gov- 
ernment (meaning Mr. Chirac) 
which runs French foreign pol- 
icy." 

The reality behind the arg- 
ument is that the responsibility for 
French foreign policy has largely 
shifted, for the first time in the 
history of the Fifth Republic, from 
tiie JElysee, the presidential [dace, 
to the Matignon, the seat erf the 
prime minister. President Mil-, 
tenand no longer has the power to 
launch foreign policy initiatives 
because he no longer has control 
over the responsible ministries. 

Thus his recent statement to a 
Japanese newspaper that France, 
was now in favour of an “int- - 
emational anti-terrorist ore-* 
anisation” was pre-empting the 
announcement of a decision that 
depended on Mr. Chirac’s app- 
roval. The responsibility for anti- 
terrorist action in France now lies 


primarily with the Matignon and 
the Ministry of Interior over which 
Mr. Mitterrand has no direct res- 
ponsibility. 

Chi the other hand, Mr. Mit- 
terrand does have a virtual veto 
power over any foreign policy ini- 
tiatives Mr. Chirac might wish to 
launch. The constitution saf- 
eguards the president’s role in for- 
eign policy through the clauses 
that give him responsibility for 
pressing the nuclear button, com- 
mitting French forces in die case 
of war, signing treaties and gua- 
ranteeing French m dependence. 

Mr. Chirac could, thus, only 
brush aside Mr. Mitterrand's obj- 
ections at the risk of precipitating 
a constitutional conflict — which 
lie has no wish to do at the mom- 
ent. 

■ fa French eyes, the pretident 
still repr es en t s France’s image 
abroad — a factor Mr. Chirac can- 
not ignore. At the same time pub- 
lic ophiion polls show that “coh- 
abitation" is popular. In foreign 
affairs, at least, the two men are 
condemned to this marriage of 
convenience. 

But the result of this ins- 
titutional deadlock is that foreign 
policy is likely to be the lame duck 
of the administration. 

“I don’t expect fresh ini-' 
tiatives,” says Mr. Samy Cohen, a 
political research specialist. “For- 
eign policy will be focused on 
short-term considerations of res- 
olving the four or five current out- 
standing issues,” he sayd. 

Of these —tiie French hostages 
in Lebanon, the quarrel with New 



Zealand over the release of Fra- 
nce’s intelligence agents, ter- 
rorism, Europe, and the trade con- 
flict with the UjS. — all involve 
ministries under Mr. Chir ac’s con- 
trol. 

The danger is that the ins- 
titutional deadlock will produce 
foreign policy blunders. This nea- 
rly occurred over the handling of 
the UB. request for over-flight 
permisskm m the raid against 
Libya wten American officials 
'implied that Messrs Chirac and 
Mitterrand had different views 
over whether the U.S. should have 
tried instead to oust Col. Qadhafi. 
In reality it now seems their att- 
itudes were similar. 

In a bid to strengthen his inf- 
luence over European affairs, Mr. 
Mitterrand, prior to tiie election, 
appointed Mis. Elizabeth Guigou, 
his adviser an Europe, to head the 
interministerial committee 
(SGCI) that co-ordinates France's 
European policy. 

Mr. Francois Heilbrotmer, Mr. 
Chirac’s adviser on economic and 


European affairs, says the SGCI 
can arbitrate on minor issues but 
that importat differences will be 
resolved by the Matignon. Mrs. 
Guigou says this has always been 
the case. 

- Until the election. Presidents 
-had kept the management of for- 
efan policy in their own hands — 
often using personal emissaries far 
negotiations in preference to the 
Quai cfOrsay, the seat of the For- 
eign Ministry. Thus the former 
President Giscard cFEstaing used 
Mr. Michel Portia towski to arr- 
ange hs meeting with the Soviet- 
leader Mr. Leonid Brezhnev in' 
Poland in 1980 as Mr. Mitterrand 
used Mr. Dumas in contacts with. 
Libya before he became foreign 
minister. Cohabitation means that 
the president has lost much of his 
freedom and now has to work thr- 
ough the Foreign Ministry. 

The ministry correspondingly 
has *een.-it$ power bom fall and 
rise since tire election. It is no lon- 
ger bypassed by the present as 
was often the case in the past. 

. On the other hand res- 
ponsibility for such issues as ter- 
rorism, Africa and the South Pac- 
ific in part has been shifted to 
other ministries to keep them 
more out erf Mr. Mitterrand’s eye. 

What remains true is that the 
president still has an influence 
over foreign policy that he does 
not have over domestic policy. He 
regularly sees Mr. Jean-Bemard 
Raimond, the foreign minis ter and 
Mr. Andre Giraud, the defence 
minister, and has access to dip- 
lomatic and intelligence files. By 
contrast, in economic policy be is 
dependent on bis advisers’ con- 
tacts within the French adm- 
inistration for information rath er 
than any regular flow from the 
ministries concerned — Financial 
Times news feature. 


By Berad Debusmann 

Reuter 

MEXICO CITY — President 
Reagan's campaign to bring down 
Nicaragua's left-wing gov- 
ernment, a subject of bitter con- 
troversy in the United States itself, 
is causing increasing concern in 
Latin America. 

“In regional circumstances, the 
use of force is equal to putting out 
fire with gasoline” Mexico's Pre- 
sident Miguel de la Madrid said 
early this month. “In central 
America, intervention could ... 
convert itself into a catalyst for 
greater conflict.” 

De la Madrid echoed deep mis- 
givings about UJS. policy on Nic- 
aragua in a continent whose lea- 
ders appear increasingly fru- 
strated by what they see as Was- 
hington’s failure to listen to them. 

Such views were reinforced 
when eight Latin foreign ministers 
representing some 310 million 
people were in Washington last 
February to urge UB. support for 
a "Latin American solution'' to 
the bloody conflicts of Central 
America. 

President Reagan did not rec- 
eive the eight, from Mexico, Pan- 
ama, Venezuela, Colombia, Arg- 
entina, Brazil, Peru, and Uruguay. 

But a few days later, he had 
talks — complete with a photo ses- 
sion — with three leaders of the' 
UB. -backed insurgents who are 
fighting for the overthrow of the 
ruling Sandinista National Lib- 
eration Front (FSLN) in Nic- 
aragua. 

Such incidents cause res- 
entment in a continent where UB V 
military interventions have left 
deep and lasting psychological 
i scares. 

“Traditionally, anti-American 
sentiments have been strongest on 
the left and the extreme right in 
Latin America," said a political 
scientist in El Salvador, one of 
Washington's closest allies in the 
region. ' “But the Nicaraguan issue 
is causing concern in the political 
centre as well" 

Unease about the Reagan adm- 
inistration’s coarse is by 

leaders who have no taste for the 
Sandinistas and would like them 
replaced — peacefully. 

Not one Latin American cou- 
ntry has come out in support for 
the Reagan administration's drive 
to persuade Congress to approve 
an additional $100 million in mil- 
itary and economic aid for Nic- 
.arsgua's so-called contra gue- 
rrillas. 

"K I were President Reagan, I 
i would give those funds to Gua- 
'temala, El Salvador, Costa Rica 
and Honduras in emn^f njr aid 
'instead of miHtaiy aid to the con- 
. tras Costa Rica’s new President 
Oscar Arias said in a recent tel- 
evision interview. 


The UB. government reqftntfy 
- 'commissioned an opinion poll in 
Centra] America which it says ' 
shows wholehearted support far 
Washington. 

Butin Honduras a poll taken by 
the journalism school among lab- 
our union members contradicted 
the UJS .-commissioned samples. 

It showed most of those int- 
erviewed objected to the presence 
of the guerrillas in Honduras, 
from whdre they have been lao,^ 
aching operations into Nicaraguaf 
“It is one thing to be friends 
(with the United States) and ano- 
ther thing to convert Honduras 
into an arsenal,” said conservative 
Labour leader Victor Artiles. 
“Honduras is not the property of 
the United States.” 

Complaints that the United Sta- 
tes is riding roughshod over Latin 
American sensitivities in pursuit 
of its interests run from the pol- 
itical right tp the left, from the 
geographic north to the sooth. 

In South America, Peru's Pre- 
sident Alan Garcia has been (me 
of the continent’s most vocal cri- 
tics of the UB. role in Nicaragua. 

“They (UB. officials) say Nic-^ 
aragua should be more democratic 
but we say that Nicaragua should 
not be the concern of the United 
States, even regarding rec- 
ommendations that it be "w'l* 
democratic.” he said recently. 

Garcia’s forefan minister , Allan 
Wagner, has been even more 
bhmL teiHng UB. special envoy 
Philip Habib that Washington 
should not only sign a pledge on 
non-aggression but »l«> end its 
/aggressive rhetoric agamst the 
Sandinis ta government." 

Both Peru and neighbouring 
Brazil are members of the dip- 
lomatic “support group” formed 
last autumn to back the pea ce ini- 
■Jdative of the Contadora group of 
M®uco, Venezuela, Colombia^ 
and Panama, ~ 

The group has set itself a June 6 
deadline for signing a- Central 
American peace treaty that would 
end the presence of foreign mfl- 
ri ai y personnel — Americans as 1 
well as Caban and east bl oc adv- 
Hcrs in Nicaragua — in Central 
America. 


«ut Nicaragua has said it won 
refmfc to sign the pact unless tl 
United States pledged to end i 
support for the contras. • 

A month before die ifearflig 
' t ° cre 'was still disagreement ov 
.two major issues: xrmaconfc 
| and a reduction in jofat mffita 
[Jnwnoeuvre*^ 

conducted a long series of joi 
war games, many dose to the N 

“aguan border, and the fat 
round of exercises was scfcedtd 
jto Start earfy fa Jane wife 1,2 

1UB. troops taking pari 
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The urban earth 

As c/jto around the world grow ever larger, doubts are being raised 
about Ihetr value. Can these urban giants fbrge new levels of prosperity 

dttsizittSiBs. * e5 * ea 


CITIES claim powerful per- 
sonalities all of their own. For 
Paris it’s intellect and sop- 
histication; for New York, pace 
and excitement; for Rio, luxury 
and glamour. Life for the ordinary 
Parisian or New Yorker or Car- 
idea may bear little resemblance 
to any of these images — but the 
cities themselves seem do carry 
potent myths. 

Indeed cities anywhere in the 
world hold all sorts of pro mise . 
They are centres of political 
power, of business, of learning. 
And, along with all the bustle and 
conspicuous consum p tion, they 
cany the promise of progress and 
success. 

To an extent the promise app- 
ears to be fulfilled by the statistics. 
The richest nations of the world 
are generally those with a higher 
proportion of people living in cit- 
ies. Some 75 per cent of the pop- 
ulation of the United States, for 
example, living in urban a reas , 
compared with 25 per cent for 
India. And even for those nations 
somewhere m between it seems 
tha t the richer they grow the 1 arge r 
are their towns and cities. 

Does this mean that cities 
themselves generate the wealth: 
that they are the engines of pro- 
gress? This is one of the questions 
asked by the 1986 State of World 
Population Report from the U.N. 
Fund for Population Activities 
( UNFPA) . Are cities a “ burden or 
a blessing”? They certainly do 
have their critics: ■■Over- 
urbanisation. urban bias and the 
parasitic role of cities are today’s 
buzzwords.” says the Report. 

Cities were not a burden at the 
onset of Europe's Industrial Rev- 
olution. Less than three per cent 
of the world's ^population was 
urban at that point compared with 
40 per cent today. But the mec- 
hanisation of agriculture started to 
release workers from the forms. 
And the wages offered by the fac- 
tories drew this labour force to the 
cities. 

Britain was one of the first cou- 


ntries to urbanise and it set a pat- 
tern which seems to have been fol- 
lowed elsewhere — though tel- 
escoped into a much shorter per- 
iod. The later a country has ind- 
ustrialised, it seems, foe foster its 
cities have grown. Thus it took 
England and Wales 79 years to 
move from 10 per cent urb- 
anisation to 30 per cent, whereas 
the same change took 66 years in 
the United States, 36 years in 
Japan and only 26 years in Aus- 
tralia, 

In the developing world the 
prosperity of cities las often been 
dosely tied to that of die richer 
countries. Many of the great Thttri 
World cities of today, arch as 
Lagos or Bombay, were est- 
ablished by the colonial powers 
for trading and administration, 
rather than as industrial centres. 
And their delayed industrial dev- 
elopment has meant that dev- 
eloping countries have been the 
last to urbanise to any great extent 
(though Latin America has been 
some way ahead of Asia and Afr- 
ica). 

Now it is the cities of the dev- 
eloping world which are growing 
the most rapidly of ail. There will, 
according to one estimate, be 
twice as many people living in 
Third World cities by the year 
2000 as there will be in the cities of 
the developed countries. And it is 
these Third World cities — like 
Mexico City, Nairobi, Calcutta — 
that critics refer to when they talk 
of “over-urbanisation”: of cities 
with populations larger than they 
can reasonably support. Such cit- 
ies attract migrants not because 
they need more labour, but bec- 
ause poverty in the rural areas 
pushes people into the city to look 
tor a better life. 

Will they find it? The pro- 
ponents of the over-urbanisation 
theory would argue “no.” The cit- 
ies attracting these migrants are 
no more than "cardboard str- 
uctures” supporting an empty 
process. And it is certainly true 
that many migrants are unable to 


The rise of the cities 

By the yew 2000 haff the world w3 live in ciDs*. acconfa g to 

the 1986 'State of World Population' Report from the UN Fund for Population Activitie s. 


This map shows what are pradaad to be lha top 12 urban areas by the year 2000. 



find "productive” jobs, 
the army of sidewalk food seders, 
shoe-shke boys and street per- 
formers — die "informal sector” 
that makes up so much of the eco- 
nomy of cities like l ima or Man- 
ila. They may appear to be unp- 
roductive but the fact remains, as 
the UNFPA report points out, 
that such workers earn con- 
sistently more than they would in 
the rural areas — even taking into 
account the high er cost of living 
and unsteady nature of their jobs. 

Houstag for such people is lik- 
ely to be equally precarious — and 
quite literally made of cardboard. 
Squatter settlement, like the 
“young towns” of Lima, creep fur- 
ther and further up the hflk aro- 
und die city and out into the cou- 
ntryside. Ramshackle con- 
structions of old boxes, plastic 


sheeting, and straw matting pro- 
vide the most basic of shelter. Liv- 
ing conditions look, and are, aby- 
smal. But, unpleasant and uns- 
ightly th o ugh such slums might be, 
they may well be an improvement 
on conditions in isolated Andean 
villages. For one thing they will 
often have access to services like 
electricity and dean water. 

The greatest accusation levelled 
against cities is not that they are 
unmanage able in themselves but 
that they have a damaging effect 
on rural areas — and thus on food 
production. This is partly a ref- 
lection of the "urban bias” of 
many governments. City dwellers 
tend to be more politically org- 
anised and make many demands, 
melnding tha t for cheap food. 
Governments are therefore tem- 
pted to squeeze the rural areas to 


feed the cities. This can depress 
the prices paid to the formers and ‘ 
even result in imports of foreign 
food — which will further depress 
local prices. And cities gobble up 
land as well as food. According to 
one study, rides will devour 10 
million acres of land between the 
years 1980 and 2000: land with 
the potential for feeding 84 mil- 
lion people — about the pop- 
ulation of Nigeria. 

But cities will not stop growing 
just because some experts con- 
demn them. The poor people of 
the developing countries will dec- 
ide for themselves where and how 
they must live, given the social and 
economic conditions they face. 
And the city, however dirty or 
dangerous it mig ht be, is often the 
ra tio nal choice . 

Governments ought to be able 


to change some of those con- 
ditions and mfhiftnee that choice. 
They could, for example, invest a 
higher proportion of their budgets 
in the rural areas, in health and in 
famil y planning services, for exa- 
mple, to make it more attractive 
for people to stay there. And they 
could also try to decentralise their 
administr ation and so di stri b ute 
power more evenly. 

But such changes are likely to 
take place slowly, if at all, esp- 
ecially at a time when many cou- 
ntries axe already so deeply in 
debt. Planners who have to jump 
from one crisis to the next tend not 
to look too for into the future. The 
explosive growth of the world’s 
cities looks set to continue well 
into the twenty -first century — 
UNFPA feature. 


‘China syndrome^ at Chernobyl possible, scientists say 


By Robert Kearns 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — "China syn- 
drome” at the Chernobyl nuclear 
plant caused by its molten rad- 
ioactive core burning through the 
floor could either lead to further 
disaster or contain the damage, 
scientists say. 

"No one knows since it has 
never happened before and there 
has never been a way to test it 
oat.” said Michael Mariotteof the 
Nuclear Information and Res- 
ource Service, which monitors 
developments in the U.S. nuclear 
power industry. 

"China syndrome ” refers to 'the 
theoretical possibility that a run- 
away nuclear reaction could melt 
its container and penetrate deep 
into the earth, burning all the way 
through to China in its worst case. 


"China syndrome” alarm — . 
first made popular by the late 
1970s film of the same name,' 
which has been shown in the Sov- 
iet Union — has been on the rise 
since the April 26 explosion at the 
Chernobyl plant near Kiev. 

With events at Chernobyl shr- 
ouded in mystery. Western sci- 
entists have been left to speculate 
on whether such an incident alr- 
eady has occurred or is still a risk, 
despite official Soviet assurances 
that all is under control. 

Thomas Roser. director of West 
Germany’s Atomic Forum, fue- 
lled “China Syndrome” spe- 
culation last Thursday when be 
said that a Soviet representative 
had approached him to ask bow to 
prevent “a hot molten mass” from 
melting through the reactor bui- 
lding's concrete foundation. 

The Soviets have a major pro- 
blem in getting rid of the heatfrom 


the molten core, Roser told an 
American radio interviewer. 

“If you pour water on the str- 
ucture, that means -(radioactive) 
air pollution ” he said, since the 
water wonldqnickly turn to steam. 

“If you leave it like it is, it may 
mean ground water pollution ” he- . 
added. 

One of the most extensive sci- 
entific studies carried out on nuc- 
lear accidents, a report cord- 
missioned by die U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, did not 
examine what would happen if the 
core of a reactor fell onto the con- 
crete floor of a nuclear plant, 
broke through and continued to 
bum. 

Richard Wilson, a Harvard 
University -professor who served 
as chairman of the American Phy- 
sical Society group that wrote the 
report, said its conclusions were 
essentially that American- 


designed reactors were more sec- 
ure than had been previously bel- 
ieved and would limit the doses of 
radiation that might escape. 

He said. the group regarded the 
“China syndrome" to be not as 
serious as a potential break in the 
cutside of a reactor, which would 
send radioactive particles spewing 
into the atmosphere. 

The nuclear industry, according 
to the American Nuclear Society, 
also has loog contended that such 
a meltdown through a concrete 
floor had “a very low order of 
probability.” 

But Wilson said his group bel- 
ieved there was very tittle known 
about “molten core-concrete int- 
eractions.” 

The report’s conclusion was 
that if all containment systems fai- 
led, the molten core might pen- 
etrate the concrete basement 

But it added: “This so-called 


“China syndrome” should pre- 
sent far less danger to the public 
than any direct release to the atm- 
osphere. The core will not pen- 
etrate for an unlimited distance 
into the earth but will reach the- 
rmal equilibriumafter penetration 
of less than three metres. . 

"Migration of radionuclides 
through the earth will be governed 
by ionic transfer processes and will 
■be slow — about three metre a 
year.” 

In other words, it would take 
virtually forever to reach China — 
actually, in the Chernobyl case 
somewhere below New Zealand, 
which is directly opposite on the 
globe. 

The greatest fear of the “China 
syndrome” is that the molten core, 
burning at extremely high tem- 
peratures, will sink through the 
plant’s floor and eventually drop 
into ground water. Chernobyl, 


built alongside a reservoir, is near 
a river and the water-table level is 
believed to be high . 

This would create “an eno- 
rmous explosion erf steam and the 
consequences would be dis- 
astrous,”- Mariotte said. 

. But he added: “It’s all the- 
oretical. It’s the one nuclear pos- 
sibility that no one has ever tes- 
ted.” 

U5. scientists said that the rad- 
ioactivity levels around Chernobyl 
remain too high at present to find 
oat what is really happening. 

Using helicopters, Soviet teams 
have filled the reactor with sand, 
lead and boron, a non-metaltic 
element that slows down the nuc- 
lear fission process. 

But until robot television cam- 
eras can enter the area of the dam- 
aged plant, and Moscow makes its 
foldings known, the “China syn- 
drome” speculation will continue. 


Questioning desert dogmas 


By Andrew Rosh^a 

The conventional view of desertification -and how to stop it -may be 
wrong, stzys a Zimbabwean ecologist. Fragile pasture lands may act- 
ually need the stimulus provided by the periodic trampling of grazing 
animals in order to grow. 


HARARE, Zimbabwe — Zim- 
babwean ecologists are que- 
itiookg the premises upon which 
most anti-desertification pro- 
grammes are based. Overgrazing 
and underfunding are not to 
Maine, they say. The problem is 
hat the wrong conservation tec- 
mo logics axe being applied. 

Proponents of foe new app- 
roach — called holistic resources 
management (HRM) — m a int ain 
hat people can halt the spread of 
jesert effectively and without vast 
unding, that properly managed 
and can cany enough stock to 
aed many people, and that a des- 
rt can be turned into productive 


The principles of HRM are der- 
rd from observations made by 
snbabwean ecologist Allan Sav- 
ny and some colleagues. During 
e 1950s. Savoury worked as a 
me ranger in a remote area of 
nubia, and it was there be wat- 
ed the herds which gave him his 
st dues. 

Lush, despite foe presence of 
pusands of g r a zing animals, the 
unbian situation was similar to 
st which greeted 19th Century 
meric an settlers as they pushed 
lo file h offak> -inhahtted gra- 
ands. west of the MSwissippi- 
The key to Savoury’s theory is, 
: observation that overgrazing is 
t so much a function of animal 
mbers as it is of foe period of 
je which animals spend grazing 
larticular piece of land. In times 
it, file great buffalo and ant- 
ipe herds of Africa and America 
re constantly on the move, and 
mts were given time to recover 
fore file animals returned to 


graze on them. . 

Since the herds were nomadic, 
the laud was also given time to 
recover from the effects of the 
concentrated transiting produced 
by thousands of hooves. In effect, 
the periodic trampling helped to 
plnug h and seed the rangelands. 

To da y these animals have been 
replaced by livestock which never 
run in concentrated herds of tho- 
usands. Instead- stock is often sca- 
ttered as thinly as possible oa the 
assump tion that it is essential to 
avoid damage from trampling and 
overgrazing. Land plants are thus 
subjected to a tighter, but more 
con s ta n t, interference. 

Savoury discovered that not ail 
rangelands react in the same way 
to foe replacement of large herds 
by mailer , more dispersed ones. 
Some envir on ments are “brittle” , 
and deteriorate more rapidly 
when under, rather than over- 
grazed. hi these cases what Sav- 
oury “over-rest” become the 
d eter m in ing factor in ecological 
stability. 

In a complex ecological reZ-[ 
atfonship between plants, land 
and animals, brittle environments 
may actually require (he int- 
ermittent but intense stimulus to 
growth provided by the foraging 
of large herds. Non-battle env- 
ironments, on fire other hand, do 
well when livestock is removed. 

While still in Zimbabwe, Sav- 
oury, who now heads the Centre 
for Holistic Resource Man- 
agement in New Mexico, USA, 
tested his early observations. 
Gradualy they were refined into a 
practical method of land man- 
agement- Under HRM, barren 


rangelands were in several years 
returned to dense coverage with 
perennial grasses, and healthy inc- 
reases in wildlife populations were 
achieved. 

In a sense, when humans doo- 
med the wfld herds by restricting 
their ranges, they may also have 
doomed many of the ranges 
themselves. Because of this int- 
erference, Savoury believes, des- 
ertification is now almost as ser- 
ious in some national parks as it is 
on land used for domesticated 
animals. 

With HRM, livestock can be- 
used to rebuild a damaged eco-; 
system to the point where wildlife 
can thrive and add to the overall 
Stability of the envi ronm ent. What 

is most important is to distinguish, 
fhmng h carefrill observation, 
between brittle and nan-brittle 
environments, so that the correct 
level of livestock can be det- 
ermined. 


a remit of poor governments, bad 
adm»M»tg atipn r cm i option or lack 

erf money. . 

“If we take the American state 
of Texas for example”, says Sav- 
oury, “we find that they have had 
very tittle success in stopping the 
deterioration of the environment 
despite massive infusions of cash, 
abundant and well-supported res- 
earch, foopaftnd« of highly edu- 
cated and motivated ranchers and 
fanners and a stable and non- 
corrupt government” 

HRM shows that what is wrong 
is the co n ventional scientific wis- 
dom and resultant conservation 
technology. “That is why”, he 
continues, “unlimited money 
hasn’t enabled Texas, or any other 
state or country, to solve the pro- 
blem of desertification.” 

The problem in Africa can be 
traced bade to -mcreasmg pop- 
ulation t fa i n tien and the app- 
lication of the wrong technology. 


The key to Savoury’s theory is the observation that 
overgrazing is not so much a function of animal 
numbers as it is of the period of time which animals 
spend grazing a particular piece of land. In times 
past, the great buffalo and antelope herds of Africa 
and America were constantly on the move , and 
plants were given time to recover before the animals 
returned to grazz on diem. 


Trial highlights worship of 
the devil in modern Britain 


Brittle eavBonments are not 
necessarily the most arid. They 
may have an animal rainfall in 
excess of 1,000 mfltimctres or 
more, yet be more prone to des- 
ertification than on-brittle env- 
fiOTCBte wifo a rekMTof 500 
saffimetzes or less. The two eco- 
systems respond dM tu ea fi y to 
human offences such as orc- 
rgrazme. r est, mid foe owe of fo g. 

The cotidoeaoa to be drawn 
from foe theory oi HRM is that 
the continuing environ) w*ril dbr 
aster in sub-Saharan Africa, wifo 
its attendant famine, is not mamly 


In Savoury’s opinion, the con- 
servation techniques befog ext- 
ended to Africa by institutions like 
foe World Bank and Western aid 
agmrias are faulty. , 

hi effect they are creating, rat- 
her than mevenmg, deserts. “Eth- 
iopia is- nit a snail example of 
what is to follow unless we can 

provide better technological tear 

ridofieserte, we mretairo get rid 
of dngmas — Earfoscan feature. 1 

Andrew Rusinga is a journalist 
with die Zimbabwe Herald. 


By 

-LONDON (R) — A case of sat- 
antsm, sex and sorcery has revived 
interest in the occult with reports 
that devil-worship is aKve and well 
m 20th-century Britain, 
Churchmen have mufficting 
views about the occult but those 
who believe in its existence are 
waning of the dangers of sat- 
anism, whose disciples according 
to one estimate have mcreased 
tenfold to 100,000 in recent years. - 
The case which thrust file occult 
into the head tines was that of a 
self-styled satanist who was jailed 
last week for duping rich Chr- 
istians out of more than £200,000 
($300,000) to save him from ’the 

depths of helL” 

hi the af te rm ath oi the trial of 
Deny Mainwaring Knight, which 
provided newspapers with almost 
daily reports of deviFworship, 
Mack magic and sex, religious bod- 
ies have oome under pressure to 
clarify their position oc satanism. 

A senior clergyman, the Rev- 
erend Dennis Dunthill, said the 
Church of England (famkwed sat- 
ani sm as out of date but the Rev- 
erend John Barton, exorcist and 
adviser to the Bishop of London, 
described it as “real, dangerous 
and evfl.” 

The Bishop erf Chichester, the 
Right Reverend Eric Kemp, said 
the church often had to deal with 
people who believed themselves 
to be possessed by evfi but no exo- 
rcisms were attempted until the 
condition could not be cxpkmed 
or dealt wifo medically. 

Barton, who has conducted sev- 
eral exor cism s over foe last 12 
years, said foe person's psy- 
chological c on di tion was con- 
sidered first and then he would 
look for a presence erf evL 
Kemp, who summoned foe pol- 
ice to the Knight case, said each 
diocete had a s mall number of pri- 
ests who were e x pe rt k dwiimg 
with satanism, but often there was 


a c onne c t i on between the occult 
and drag tskki^. 

Ca no n Dommic Walker, who 
‘runs file Christian exorci sm study 
group, said 90perceataf the canes 
they dealt wifo were in the end 
psychological but file other 10 
were the work of the devil. 

“People are bccomteg involved 
at an alarming rate because they 
like die idea of damgtwg 
around some hilltop, but they 
could find themselves tied up with 
some criminal fraternity.” said 
Walker. 

Kemp became suspicious when 
Knight began using Reverend 
John Baker, a rector, to collect 
money from rich people like Susan 
Salisbury, wife of a nnUonaire 
parliamentarian, who gave nearly 
£80,000 ($18,000 ) to the cause. 

Kemp said in recent years there 
had been renewed interest in some 
of foe more unusual spiritual gifts 
described in die New Testament, 
which led to some individuals and f 
groups becoming obsessed by foe 
thought of eviL 

Those people believe Christ 
speaks to diem and gives diem 
direct injunction on how to deal 
with evil but Kemp said the church 
considers this practice to be ext- 
-reancly dangerous. 

They seek to destroy satanists, 
who believe satan is the “tree son* 
of God” and regard foe Christian 
church as their enemy. 

Satanist groups often ensure 
their members’ loyalty by keepfog 
video tapes of initiation rites, 
which include animal sacrifice, the 
drinking of a*™*! and human 
Mood, macabre tests of endurance 
and sexual kteroouise oa a black 

mapr altar. 

“That recording, more than any. 
satanic powers, and the threat of it 
being shown to relatives or emp- 
loyers, wfil be tte chain that binds 
a satanist k loyalty to his leader ” 
said Peter Stsrgess, secretary of 
the exorcism group. 


Beaming high hopes 
around the 


By John Rowley 

IN a world with 600 milfion td- 
i eviaon sets m use and wifo an exp- 
losive growth in television net- 

i works, mtoUtes, cable - and vid- 
feocassettes, « fate rfedckg web 

Of is 

now available which can H ring tK- 
people of the planet together. 

That, at least, is the vision of foe 
Better World Society, a new int- 
ernational non-profit org- 
anisation, whose purpose is def- 
ined as “fostering interna tional 
awareness of those global issues 
which bear directly on the sus- 
tainability of human and other life 
on earth." 

Wifo an eminent international 
board of directors from North, 
South, East and West, including 
former President Jimmy Carter, 
Soviet Rjreign Affairs expert and 
Central Committee member Geo- 
rgiy Arbatov, former Norwegian 
Prxne Minister Gro Harlem Bra- 
nd dand, and former Costa Rican 
President Rodrigo Carazo — now 
President of foe U.N. University 
of Peace — it has already begun to 
produce a series of TV doc- 
umentaries on its three central 
themes: averting nuclear war, 
combatting rapidly growing pop- 
ulation and helping foe threatened 
environment. 

In India, television reaches as 
many as 50 million people, China 
has the world’s largest audience, 
wifo about 200 million viewers, 
and the Soviet Union estimates 
that by 1990, television wiQ be 
available to 97 per cent of its pop- 
ulation. 

Chairman of the Board is Ted 
Itamer, TV tycoon, president of 
Turner Broadcastkg System, and 
founder of one of the fastest gro- 
wing news networks m the world. 
Cable News Networic (CNN). He 
capjaked: “We are concerned 
about problems that threaten fife 
on this planet. Each of these thr- 
eats is global in scope. None can 
be resolved by one country or reg- 
ion ” 

Turner Broadcasting is sup- 
plying the initial funding for the 
new enterprise. Asked if Better 
World’s programmes would rep- 
resenta particular point of view erf 
ideology, lYmaer raid: “We don*t 
thkkfrf this asaleft or right deaL” 

He had, he added, a long- 
standing interest in file iss ues of 
peace, population and env- 
ironment, which has been ref- 
lected in file p ro gra mming, ini- 
itiatives of Timer Broadcasting. • 

Already in the can, andTon foe 
screen, are films about a joint Uni- 
ted Stetes-Soviet assault qpon a 
mountain in the Caucasus — 
timed to be shown during the rec- 
ent Reagan/Gorbachev summit 
meeting — and a two-hoor doc- 
umentary on Oar 


n Tha film “highlights In- 
's" progress m stabilising its 
population, improving land use 
.and sustaining resources.” 

On the way 'are two films. Rev- 
erskg Africa’s Decide, and Cfe- 
kea Dfedomacy, on private ini- 
tiatives to bridge foe East-East 
gap. 

There is also the possibility of a 
film directly addressing foe pro- 
blems that have been created by 
foe c h a n ge in U.S. policy rn fan* 
dkg kternetkxtal population ass- 
istance. 

- According to its statement of 
purpose, Better World regards the 
exploding world population as a 
global crisis second only to the 
threat of nuclear weaponry. 
Without population stabilisation, 
it claims, millions wQl die and mil- 
lions more will endure lives 
without hu man diguin’. 

Julia Henderson, former 
Secretary-General of the Int- 
ernational Planned Parenthood 
Federation (IPPF), end . now a 
consultant on international pop- 
ulation platming, is one of the 12 
board members. 

She said: “It is vital that the 
American public understands the 
implications of the change k US. 
policy on funding international 
population assistance. Many cou- 
ntries are dependent on this kind 
of aid, particularly where there are 
new family planning rffoits." 

But she sees reaching a world 
audience as foe mam aim. 11 1 We are 
firmly committed to not only try- 
ing to get a worldwide audience 
for footage that is produced in 
Am e ri c a but also to acquiring film 
which has been produced whe- 
rever there is a thriving film ind- 
ustry; good footage that can be 
used in documentaries to meet the 
needs of people in those areas. 

“ We will auo try to promote foe 
use by state-owned television 
networks around the world m 
adaptations of some of foe hade 
data to meet foe particular 
of individual countries and reg- 
ions, in the local languages. 

“We will be depending not only 
on governments and foe pro- 
fessional film markers, test sico oa 
inputs from people engaged in 
■ solving these problems.” 

According to Than™. B rffimd , 
file Washington-based En Mifiw * 
Director of Better World, the soc- 
iety's programmes differ from 
issue programmes on commerrial 


networks or public service br 
ad casting by being hqpefoL 
“Better World believes tfaatm 
ividuals, and individual nation 
can make a difference. We hoj 
our programmes will show peop 
how they can get personally in 
olved and be effective on glob 
survival issues. 

“On Better World pro 
grammes, viewers will see solutio 
— not just a lot of handwriting, 
he added — People Feature. 


Building a better 
becoming big business 


By 


Anst 


Reuter 


BOSTON — After years of pro- 
mise, a handfol of futuristic bio- 
technology companies wor king 
wifo some food industry giants are 
starting to make proms by bui- 
lding a better vegetable — one 
nature never knew. 

Tastier tomatoes, salt- and 
batter-flavoured p opco rn , ifast- 
bkomtag flowers awl p erfectl y 
shaped potatoes are just a few of 
file space age plants befog dev- 
eloped by agri-technology com- 


One of the first of the new 
foods, now being test-marketed in 
certafo parts of file United States, 
is vpgisnax, billed as the perfect 
coieiy stick, 

Vegtaoax, designed by DNA 
Plant Technologies Corp (DNAP) 
and marketed by Kraft Foods, is 
sup po se d to retain its flavour, 
bright green colour and crispness 
for weeks instead of days red is 
free of the strings m conventional 
celery that wedge between the 
teeth. 

It is an example erf a product 
which analysts said amid offer file 
most promise for agri-techaology 
— foat is; aimed not so much at the 
fianser starching for a disease- 
rrrinref crop as at file consumer 
loo king for a new kkd of food. 

Some compreies have dev- 
eloped disease-resistant sugar 
cane and tobacco plants, among 
other crops, but they are com- 
peting wifo some well-entrenched 
pesticides. 

“There are so many other co ra- 
pe tag technologies for fighting 
fungus or disease, most of which 
can be applied in the field at a 
lower cost,” than planting a seed 
produced in a laboratory, said Dr. 
Geoige Kidd, agricultural con- 
sultant with L. Wfllam |T6wefcs 
Associates. 

For biotechnology mmpsnii i 
to really make their mark, the case 
ere be made that re alteration m 
consumer appeal is much more 
desirable than a seed that is ben- 
eficial to the farmer,” Kidd said. 

Vegisnax was prefaced through 
a type of asexual reproduction 
known as sounckmal variation, 
where cells cultivated under spe- 


cial c o u di tio BB in foe laboratory 
g row into plants that exhibit uni- 
que traits. 

Biologists have been man- 
ipulating plant cells k foe lab- 
oratory since 1978, when the Max 
Planck Institute m West Germany 
produced a plant that grew tom- 
atoes above ground and potatoes 
below ground. 

The “pomato,” as it was called, 
produced only tiny, sterile fruits 
and vegetables and the agri- 
technology industry did little bst- 
ter for several years. Batk the last 

year commercially viable products 

have started to emerge from file 
lab. 

Consultants L. WflBamT c w eles 
project that demand k the United 
States alone for seeds decked 
from Bomackmal variation will 
jump from about S8 milfion last 
year to S190 miUba k 1990. 

The potential for food pro- 
cesskg companies could be even 
greater if they convince con- 
sumers to buy their new products. 

“When you think about it, the 
food oo inpanics all spend thesen^ 
amount on advertising, on pac- 
kaging, on traditional engineering 
of products,” said Kidd. 

“There is very Ktde additional 
leverage they can gain from those 

areas. They have to find a new way 

to completely change the product 
to gain market share, rather tharp 
rely oa differentiation between 
one p a c kag e red another.” 

DNAP specifically aims what 
president Richard Laster calls its 
“value-added plant-based pro- 
ducts" atcoBsumers and food pro- 
cessors. 

Founded in 1981 by two former 
Campbell Soup scientists, DNAP 
has research and development 
contracts wifo American Home 
• Foods, CPC International, Genr 
eral Foods and Brown and Wil- 
liamson Tobacco Incorporated. 

Besides Vegisnax, the company 
is also field testing amew tomato 
wifo Campbell that it hopes will 
grab a share of the 5500 mffl frn a 
year tomato-processing market. 

The DNAP tomato is about six 
percent solids, whereas pro- 
cessors today use a tomato that is 

1 95 per cent water and only five per 

cent solids. 
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Voeller goal lifts hopes 
of West German fans 


BOCHUM, West Germany (R) — Rudi Voeller cel- 
ebrated his long-awaited return from injury by sco- 
ring the goal which earned West Germany a 1-1 
draw with Yugoslavia in their World Cup warm-up 
match Sunday night. 


Voeller, playing for his counny 
for the first time for eight months, 
■'truck in the 62nd minute to can- 
. net Haris Skoro's fifth minute 
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His goal brought his tally to 16 
in 50 internationals and, though 
he is clearly not yet back to his 
sharpest, there could be more to 
come in Mexico. 

West Germany had won their 
. :v - previous matches in uni- 
■■p „■ .sive style but Sunday night 
•flowed more cla>s against the cul- 
tured Yugoslavs, who on this sho- 
wing would have been well worth 
a place in the Mexico finals. 

The West Germans were caught 
flat-footed in the fifth minute 
when Ljubomir Jankovic went 
through on his own. 

‘■Tom'" Schumacher saved his 
shot but sweeper Marko Eisner 
followed up to head against the 
bar and Skoro was on hand for a 
third attempt, this time calmly sid- 
estepping Schumacher to score. 


Jankovic should have made ii 
two five minutes from half-time 
when Eisner beat the offside 
trap to send him through on his 
own again but this time Sch- 
umacher dived to save at bis feet 

West Germany did most of the 
attacking but found Ljukovcan in 
brilliant form. Hans-Peter Briegel 
managed to beat him with a 
second-half header but the ball 
struck the bar. 

Though West German manager 
Franz Beckenbauer has still to 
find his best line-up. he must have 
found plenty to satisfy him 20 days 
before the World Cup finals begin . 

Bayern Munich's Norbert Eder 
made his international debut at 
the age of 30 and looked as com- 
fortable as if he bad worn the 
white shirt for years. His Bayern 
colleague Lodur Matthaeus at 
last produced his superb club form 
for his country in midfield. 

But. of course, the best news for 
him was that Voeller is back with a 
bang. 


JORDAN TIMES 
WORLD CUP TV 
VIEWING GUIDE 


Almost three years ago the Federation of International Football 
Associations (FIFA) awarded Mexico the honour of staging the 
1966 World Cup Soccer Championship finals. Now in just 18 days 
the words "‘Viva soccer! Viva Mexico” will echo not only oo foe 
streets of Mexico but all over foe world, when 15*82 World Cup 
champion Italy kkks off the 1986 tourney in their opening day 
match with Bulgaria. 

Jordan Television will bring you satellite coverage of this, the 
13th World Cup competition, and foe Jordan Times takes great 
pleasure in publishing the following schedule of First Round action 
appearing on JTV from May 31 to June 13. 
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the French Open title in 1983. 
And the week-long Nabisco 
Grand tournament showed that 
the 33 -year-old Vilas also is back 
in top form. 

To reach the final. Vilas had to 
beat four seeded players: no. 12 
Andreas Maurer of West Ger- 
many. no. 14 Tim Wilkison, U.S.. 
no. 3 Joakim Nyslrom of Sweden 
and no. 9 Martin Jaite of Arg- 
entina. The tournament was pla- 
yed on the same court where Vilas 
won the U.S. Open in 1977. the 
last time America's premier tennis 
event was staged at Forest Hills. 

Vilas earned S40.000 as 
runner-up. 

Noah captured the opening set 
tiebreaker 7-3 when Vilas sailed a 
forehand long off the service ret- 
urn. 

It was the second set point for 
Noah, who saw his first opp- 
ortunity disappear in the 10th 
game when Vilas ripped a for- 
ehand passing shot down the line. 
The left-hander held serve, tying 
the set at 5-5 when Noah failed to 
return the next two serves. 

But Noah, who was a match for 
Vilas in baseline rallies, closed out 
the 1 1 th game with help from his 
opponent. 

At 40-15. Noah blasted a serve 
that was called out. Bui Vilas said 
the hall was good and the umpire 
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VITTLE ANGEL NURSERY 

We would like to invite you to come and register for 
next fall during the month of May for your children 
f'om age one month to 3 years and 8 months. 

T ‘2 nursery is located in A! Gardens Street, the side 
s ' -.'ef i v \-mart. 
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For more information please call 677317 


overruled the linesman, giving 
Noah his fourth ace of the match 
and a 6-5 lead. Noah joined the 
crowd of 12.788 in the 
horseshoe-shaped stadium in app- 
lauding the sportsmanship dis- 
played by the 33-year-old Vilas. 

Vilas then held serve at love, 
forcing the first set into the tie- 
breaker. 

Noah quickly took a 3-0 lead, 
but Vilas pulled back to 3-2, put- 
ting the tiebreaker back on serve. 
On the next point. Noah moved 
back in front when Vilas netted a 
forehand. 

Vilas edged back to 3-4 when 
Noah netted a backhand drop 
shot, but the acrobatic Frenchman 
then reeled off the next three poi- 
nts to close out the set. 

Until then, neither player was 
able to break serve. The second 
set was quite different. 

Noah broke Vilas at 30 to begin 
the set. then held at 15. serving 
three aces. 

The Frenchman, who now lives 
in New York, broke Vilas at 30 in 
the third game, broke him at 30 
again in the fifth and had to stave 
off three break points before hol- 
ding his service in the sixth game 
to wrap up the victory. 

Cologne denies . ; 
contact with Reid 

COLOGNE. West Germany (R) 
— West German club Cologne 
Monday denied reports that they 
have made contact with Rverton 
mulfiel.il . I'-ier Ke«d j ;*»-• 
sible transfer. 

"The reports do us a great hon- 
our." Cologne Business Manager 
Michae 1 1 1 *■••• * •• *. "Bir ‘he*'' * 
noilvn- :. 

However. Cologne have rec- 
ently made it known that they are 
seeking a quality midfielder for 
next season. 

Reid. 29. played for his club in 
Saturday’s 3- 1 defeat against Liv- 
erpool in the FA Cup final and is 
in England's squad for the World 
Cup finals in Mexico. 


I Date 

31-05-86 

Time 

Programme 

18:00-20:50 

Opening Ceremony 

Saturday 

31-05-86 

20:50-23:00 

Italy v. Bulgaria 

01-06-86 

20:50-23:00 

Brazil v. Spain 

03-06-86 

00:50-03:00 

Poland v. Morocco 

04-06-86 

00:50-03:00 

Portugal V. F.ngland 

04-06-86 

20:50-23 KK) 

Paraguay v. Iraq 

05-06-86 

20:50-23:00 

Italy v. Argentina 

| 06-06-86 

20:50-23:00 

Brazil v. Algeria 

07-06-86 

00:50-03:00 

Morocco v. England 

08-0686 

00:50-03:00 

Poland v. Portugal 

08-06-86 

20:50-23:00 

Belgium v. Iraq 

08-06-86 

20:50-23:00 

Germany v. Scotland 

09-06-86 

20:50-23:00 

France v. Hungary 

10-06-86 

20:50-23:00 

Bulgaria v. Argentina 

11-06-86 

00:50-03:00 

Morocco v. Portugal 

11-06-86 

00:50-03:00 

Poland v. England 

11-06-86 

20:50-23:00 

Mexico v. Iraq 

12-06-86 

20:50-23:00 

Spain v. Algeria 

13-06-86 

20:50-23:00 

Germany v. Denmark 






Franz Beckenbauer, now coach of the West German national side, 
hoists aloft foe coveted Jules Rimet trophy after leading West Ger- 
many to victory as a player in the 1974 World Cup finals, staged that 
year on the winning team's home turf ( Photo: INP/Werek) 


Jairzinho concerned about Brazil 


By Sergio ILeitao 
Reuter 

RIO DE JANEIRO — The man 
they eflited “The Hurricane” is. 
concerned Brazil may blow hot 
and cold in next month’s World 
Cop finals in Mexico unless man- 
ager Tele Santana acts quickly to 
establish his best team. 

Jairzinho, capped 103 times by 
Brazil and a veteran of the nat- 
ional side's victorious Mexican 
cam paign of 1970 where he scored 
in all his side's' matches, is ret- 
urning this tune as a television 
commentator. 

It is a role the revered right win- 
ger is adopting with mixed fee- 
lings. “I've signed a contract with 
a television network to work as a 
commentator in Mexico. But fra- 
nkly Fm not so excited because 1 
think modem football is a big dis- 
appointment as a sport,” he says 
with more than a hint erf sadness. - 

“People ask me to compare 
today’s Brazilian team with ours 
of 1970. But bow can I if we don’t 
even have a team now, less than a 
month before the competition 
starts?” he said. 

“Id 1970, even though we only 
reached our peak a week before 
the start of foe competition, we 
knew the team which would play 
the first match against Cze- 
choslovakia three weeks in adv- 
ance.” 

Santana has been criticised for 
chopping and changing Brazilian, 
line-ups in recent months. But Jai- 
rzinho, now 41, says lack of org- 
anisation off foe field has seriously 
affected Santana and his playeis. 

“Some people with no exp- 


erience in soccer are ru nning the 
show," he said. “No wonder Bra- 
ziFs soccer image is currently so 
low.” 

He thinks Santana must act to 
establish a settled side as soon as 
possible. “If heldoesu’t, I fear the 
fiasco of 15*66 will be repeated in 
Mexico.” 

Bom Jair Ventura Ffiho in 
1944, Jairzinho made his debut 
for Brazil 20 years later and sco- 
red in the 4-1 rout of Portugal at 
Rio’s Marcana stadium. 

He played in the 1966 World 
Cup finals in En gland where Bra- 
zil used 20 playes in three mat- 
ches, lost 3-1 to both Portugal and 
Hungary and failed to make foe 
second round. 

Jairzinho, who recovered from 
a broken leg in 1971 to play in his 
third World Cup finals in West 
Germany in 1974, has con- 
centrated on coaching since ret- 
iring in 1983. 

The last club he played for was 
Ecuador’s Nueve De Octubre, 
although he helped Wilsterman of 
Cochabamba to the Bolivian lea- 
gue t ideas player-coach two years 
earlier. 

More recently he has coached in 
Venezuela and in Rio and says his 
fixture plans are to sign a contract 
to coach full time with a major 
Br azili an side. 

In the meantime he lives com- 
fortably off his investments — he 
owns several apartments — and 
occasional appearances in fri- 
endlies alongside Rivellmo, Paulo 
Cesar, Marco Antonio and other 
great Brazilian names of foe past. 

He lives in a huge Copacabana 


beach four-bedroom fiat with tfo 
-wife Teresa Cristma and their chi- 
ldren Janaina, 10, and Jan junior, 
seven, and is clearly quite content 
with his lot. “I can’t complain. 
God has been good to me “ he 
says. 

Jafrzmho believes England, 
Hungary, Argentina, Spam, Italy, 
and hosts Mexico are foe sides 
who promise most from this sum- 
mer’s tournament. Not sur- 
prisingly, he is optimistic Santana 
will strike foe balance in the last 
few days. 

“Fm still confident that Brazil 

will eventually find their magic 
touch. I just hope Tele Santana 
draws foe line as to what he wants 
done. We must play offensive soc- 
cer,” he says. 

Jaimnho’s fondest memory of 
Mexico 16 years ago, when his 
seven goals made him the tou- 
rnament’s second highest scorer, 
is the clash with England, then the * 
defending champions. 

Jairzinho, also known as “The 
Emperor” by legions of Brazilian 
fans, scored foe goal which earned 
his ride a 1-0 win. But he admits: 
“It was by far the toughest match 
for us. 

“We were very lucky that day. 
After we scored, England took 
olde 


control and missed golden scoring 
chances. They did not deserve to 
lose.” 

He says after beating England, 
Brazil were set to win the trophy, 
although they had to come from 
behind to beat Uruguay 3-1 in the 
semifinals and Italy 4-1 in foe 
final. 


Soviets could surprise Mexico 


MOSCOW (AP) — Sparked by 
Oleg Protasov, one of Europe's 
most prolific scorers, and rej- 
uvenated veteran Oleg Blokhin, 
foe Soviet Union has a well- 
balanced soccer team and could 
upset foe traditional powers at foe 
World Cup tournament. 

Mkhel Hidalgo, foe former 
manager of foe French national 
team, has tipped coach Eduard 
Malafeyev’s squad to be one of the 
surprise teams in Mexico, with foe 
potential to ruffle the odds. 

The respected France Football 
soccer magazine, in its traditional 
year-end poll, ranked the Soviet 
Union as Europe's No. I team in 
1985. while West Germany’s Kic- 
ker magazine placed the Soviets 
second in foe world, behind Mex- 
ico. 

The Soviet Union is bracketed 
*wifo France, Hungary and Canada 
f^iu the opening refold; France; foe 
’feigning' European Champion, is 
considered foe group favourite to 
advance to foe second round, with 
the Soviets expected to be in a 
close battle with Hungary for the 
second automatic berth. 

Dynamo Kiev, foe perennial 
Soviet champion, provides foe 
backbone of the national team, 
including 33-year-old captain 
Blokhin. 

Blokhin earned foe nickname of 
■White Arrow" for his lig htnin g 
dashes on foe left wing when be 
led Dynamo Kiev to the Cup Win- 
ner’s Cup in 1975. the first Soviet 
team to win a European trophy. 

Blokhin’s speed and dribbling 
appeared to be fading until Mai- 
ofeyev recalled him to foe national 
side last year as foe Soviet team 


struggled to gain a berth in Mex- 
ico. 

After Maiofeyev took over foe 
team, the Soviets reversed a slow 
start and went on to win their last 
three matches without conceding 
a goal and finished top of foe 
group, ahead of Denmark. 

The 43-year-old coach ended 
foe dull, defence-oriented style 
that characterised Soviet sides in 
foe late 1970s and early 1980s by 
injecting offensive creativity and 
imagination, while preserving a 
tough defence. 

Soviet goalkeeper Rinat Des- 
aev, 27, is regarded as one of the 
best jn the world. 

Blokhin rebounded with 
newly-found energy and, barring 
foe unexpected, will join the exc- 
lusive dub of players with a cen- 
tury of internationals during foe 
World Gup. * 

Blokhin’s experience and tbe-~ 
striking potential of Protasov, 
combined with foe reliable goa- 
lkeeping of Dasaev and a solid 
midfield, should make the Soviets 
a tough nut to crack in Mexico. 

Protasov, 21 .exploded into one 
of Europe’s most feared strikers 
with 35 goals in 33 games during 
the 1985 Soviet league cha- 
mpionship. 

Soviet coaches say Protasov, 
who plays for Dnepropetrovsk, 
has recovered from a string of inj- 
uries which had forced foe exciting 
forward to miss some of Soviet 
Union’s warm-up matches. 

Another player expected to 
shine in Mexico is Spartak Mos- 
cow's Fyodor Cherenkov, a gifted 
25-year-old whose accurate pas- 
ses and ball control have made 


him the team’s midfield polar. 

Following an impressive 1985 
(season, dining which foe Sov- 
iets won 11 out of 14 matches, the 
team started out 1986 with four 
losses, scoring only one goaL 

Three of foe defeats came aga- 
inst other World Cup qualifiers — 
2-0 against Spain, 1-0 to Mexico 
and 1-0 to Eoj^and. The fourth 
loss was 2-1 against non-qualifier 
Romania on April 23. 

The string of defeats has not 
unduly worried foe national team 
coaches. Vladimir Salkov, Mal- 
afeyev's assistant, attributes the 
losses to experiments with the lin- 
eups and techniques in the pre-iq> 
period. 

“Of course, yes, we've had too 
many losses. But we are optimists 
and we have .worked out our sch- 
edule of tripling sessions ami 
jggmes and we are 'stick mg to iU’ 
Shfeov explained. *” ’ * 

“We are sure the first stage in 
Mexico will be good to us. Well 
do our best,” said Salkov, ind- 
icating the Soviets e>q?ect to get 
past foe prefiminaiy round. 

The 1966 fourth place in Eng- 
land is Soviet Union's best World 
Gap finish to date. Its only major 
international title is foe 1960 Eur- 
opean Championship, plus the 
1956 Olympic gold medal. 

Following a lackluster per- 
formance at foe 1982 World Cup 
in Spain, the Soviet Union failed 
to qualify for the 1984 European 
Championship. 

Maiofeyev has not announced 
foe final 22-man squad, but 19 
players are believed to have boo- 
ked their tickets to Mexico. 
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SURPRISE! SURPRISE! SURPRISE 
First time in Amman 
AN EXHIBITION OUTSIDE 
INTHE BEDOUIN TENT 

. and unictu- 3 handicrafted Bedouin and On- 
sets. brass, jepper. jewellery and embroidery. 

BEDOUIN S BAZAAR ANNUAL TENT 
SALE 

\ .n Ir> - 10 a.m.-IO p.m. 

■•.! h. :wet « "*h arid 8th Circles, near American Sch- 
• ■ v'h.l ->u c 

I:.- .1 The hcdn'ilii lij/jjr 
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THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY 
SCHOOL 

is accepting applications for the position of Music 
Teacher for Grades K thru 6. 

Please telephone 813944 or 813946 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR 
RENT 

Luxuriously fully-furnished apartment consisting of 
two bedrooms, salon, dining room and other amenities 
with independent central heating and telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani. opposite Shmeisani dookshop 

Please call 663981 


FURNITURE FOR SALE 

Former company house furniture, including plants and 
electrical appliances, for sale as from Monday. 12th 
May until Wednesday 14th, from 12 noon - 9:00 p.m. 

Please contact Miss Dalton 
Tel: 603162 


DIPLOMATS’ — EX-RESIDENCE 
TO LET 


Shmeisani. near Swedish Embassy 
4 bedrooms, 4 baths, reception, etc... 

Previous tenants: Charge d'affaires (3 yrs), com- 
mercial attache (2 yrs) 

Available for rent as of 15 July 1986 


For viewing call 810150 or 625461 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahltyyah Girls School 

Take away b available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

UA 638968 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 

lunch and dinner FRIDAY 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our - 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 pjn. 
6:30 - Midnight 



CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

. TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese food 
Friendly service 
Convenient location 
Also take-away service 

Dinner only served during 
the month of Ramadan 

Location: Near 3rd Circle. 

■ opposite to 
Akilah Hospital 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 

ABOVE HQMAM 
SUPERMARKET 

Take away service available 

• Open daily 11:30 - 3:30 
and 6:30 - 11:00 

AQABA 

Tel: 03-314415 
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Economy 



LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are ihe buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One sterling 1.5475/85 

One US. dollar 1-3798/3803 

2.1695/1705 

„ . . 2.4415/25 

1. 8000/10 
4435/30 
6.9100/50 
1488/1489 
160.75/85 
7.0170/0220 
7.4450/4550 
8.0260/0310 

One ounce of gold 345.00/34530 


US. dollars 
Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
US. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R_) — Share prices ended the day mixed, having 
fluctuated narrowly throughout the session as investors proved 
unwilling to commit new funds at the beginning of the extended 
three-week account, dealers said. 

One broker said "there's no real conviction one way or the 
other at the moment." He noted there could be the basis for a 
technical rally after last week's sharp falls, but also warned that 
operators are wary of another of series rights issues. 

The FTSE 100 index at 1430 GMT was one point firmer at 
1 .602.6. The index had earlier been as high as 1.605.8 after again 
.testing the 1.600 level at 1,600.4 at the outset. 

The breakdown for about an hour and a quarter in the stock 
exchange’s share quotation service at the opening Monday mor- 
ning also made for minimal turnover in early business. 

First quarter results from Unilever showed a rise in pretax 
profits to £218 million from £196 million against forecasts of a 
£210 million rise. The shares rose lOp to 1.590 before dosing 
unchanged at 1380. Other foods were dull wife R own tree off 2p 
to 508 in ex-dividend form and United Biscuits down 4p to 238. 

BOC group’s half year rise in pretax profit to £80.2 million 
from £743 million last year disappointed some expectations and 
its shares finished 3p lower at 332 after 336. 



FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, MAY 13, 1986 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The daytime finds yon 
under very good influences that you wish to make where 
any conditions concerned with your home or family in- 
terests are concerned. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Any private talks you 
have with family can bring fine results, so get together 
early. Stay within your financial means. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Get together with allies 
at activities that can be mutually profitable, be they of 
a practical or spiritual nature. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) One who is highly ex- 
perienced in properly affairs can be relied upon to assist 
you in yours, lie happy. -• 

MOON CHILDRE&frune 22 to Jul. 21) Study into 
new activities that can£i>)p to make your finest dreams 
come true and plan on utilizing them. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) Arrange a meeting with an 
expert in business and get the advice you need in order 
to improve your own affairs. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) If you bring that plan 
you have to the attention of partners and friends, they 
will quickly cooperate to help make it a success. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct 22) Confer with one who 
understands home decoration and see how you can make 
your surroundings brighter and more charming. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) Study the amusements 
you prefer and then consider them from a different angle 
so they can be enjoyed. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Be more 
generous with your particular kind of praise to kin and 
have greats* accord. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Be more explicit 
in stating your views with an associate who gets jittery 
if not dealt with honestly. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Schedule your work 
more intelligently for the days ahead and you soon find 
that your hnnk account grows. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Study your amusements 
well and don't continue with the most expensive and you 
will feel happier in the future. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
have excellen t judgment and life will go mare smoothly 
than for most others, so teach to make good use of educa- 
tion received so that the fine talents here are expressed 
early in life and much success is possible in business and 
the arts, since precision and aptitude are high here. 


THE Daily Crossword by Elaine George 


ACROSS 
1 Freight boat 
S Simon's 
Surte" 

10 Satisfy 

14 River In 
BrazSa 

15 Emulate 

IB Rounded part 

17 DM oM style 

18 Gr. tetter 

19 Baking 
compartment 

20 One who takes 
umbrage 

22 Shoots one 
Stroke over 

24 Hoflow stem 

25 Keep — on 
(watch) 

26 Arrow stems 

29 — and again 

30 Smafl change 

33 Famed Southern 
home 

34 Double 
37 Mil deeds 

39 Devoured 

40 Thrill 

41 Property 

44 No.-Wttt 
Gardner 

45 Navy man: 
abbr. 

46 Contest wfth 
seconds 

47 Butted 

49 Just 

50 Fr. head 

51 Currant 
SfUottfe for 

serving wkte 
58 Plenty » 
mats 
5?PeMfc 
81 Loose robe 

62 Las Vegas 

heme 

63 Wash cycle 

64 Above 

65 Fragrance 

66 Located 

67 For fear that 

DOWN 

1 Shadowbos 

2 Ma l acc a 
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3 Crude metals 

4 Cascade 

5 Remonstrate 

6 Cemented 

7 Deetefe 
strongly 

B Move m a way 
9 Montgomery's 

state 

10 Heavy shoes - 

11 Affection 
T2 YieM 

13 Urges 

21 After expenses 
23 Pudgy 

25 Asian country 

26 Metric unit 

27 Refuge 

28 Opera solo* 

29 Complete 

30 Beside 

31 Movers name 

32 Pegasus for 
one 

35 Irrigate 

3« Raric 

33 car style 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 



42 Camfedates 
for marriage 

43 Rased 

48 LwM native 

49 Not so many. 

50 Laconic 
$1 Web over 


52 Geraint's wife 

53 Comic Jamas 

54 ffick or notch 

55 Board Of bog 

56 Sehrea 

57 En t rance s 
607 


Declining oil revenues 
bring hardships for Iran 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran Sunday 
reported a 13 per cent drop in 
imports in the last Iranian year, 
and a senior official said lower oil 
revenues this year would force flu- 
tter import cuts and higher prices. 

The national news agency 
IRNA said imports totalled 
5»13-5 billion in the year which 
ended on March 20. 

It also quoted Deputy Ind- 
ustries Minister Abu Qassera 
Ja mshi di as saying lower ofl rev- 
enues necessitated currency sav- 
ings. 

“There must be maximum sav- 
ing of foreign exchange and waste 
must be reduced as much as pos- 
sible,” he told the ageacy in an- 
interview. 

Mr. Jamshidi said the gov- 
ernment would provide 80 per- 
cent of foreign exchange needed 
for essential supplies like cooking 
oil and animal feed and 60 per 
cent for other non-essential 
goods. 

He also said prices of some 
items would be allowed to rise to 
reflect the real cost of imports. 

The government effectively 
subsidises a selection of essential 
imports by posting an official dol- 
lar exchange rate for fee rial at 
about an eighth of the legal free 
market rate. 

Iran earns 95 per cent of its for- 
eign exchange from ofl and dip- 
lomats say its hard currency inc- 
ome in the current year will be half 
last year's figure, which I ranian 
officials have put at 513 billion. 

. The diplomats say Iran, at war 
with Iraq since 1980. spent bet- 
ween 53 and 55 billion on arm- 
aments last year and some 53 bil- 
lion on essential food and med- 


Dollar pierces the 160-yen barrier 


tcme. 

IRNA said official non-oil exp- 
orts did well last year, rising 25 per 
cent to 5500 million. The main 
export item.earaing S120 million, 
was hand-woven Persian caipets. 

Kayhan newspaper said rec- 
ently that smuggled exports were 
probably at least double the legal 
figure. 

Another newspaper, Ettelaat. 
estimated that 5100 to 5150 mil- 
lion worth of carpets was smu-. 
ggled out last year. Such earnings 
are usually used for luxury imports 
or left outside the country. 

Mr. Jamshidi said the gov- 
ernment would encourage non-oil 
sales to Eastern Bloc states by pay- 
ing up to 30 per cent of fee value 
to exporters in foreign currency to 
wend on whatever imports they 
chose. 

Trade with communist cou- 
ntries is mostly under government 
barter deals, in which Iran usually 
makes oil sales conditional on the 
purchase of some additional 
non-oil goods. 

Mr. Jamshidi said the gov- 
ernment would also provide 540 
milHn n to get possible new export 
industries off fee ground and 570 
million for the purchase of better 
packaging equipment for export 
items. 

In another move to boost rev- 
enue, fee government Saturday 
ordered travellers to pay in hard 
currency for all air tickets to des- 
tinations not served by fee state 
carrier Iran Air. 

IRNA said 877,000 Iranians 
travelled abroad in fee last Iranian 
year, 54,000 more than arrived 
back borne. More than 360,000 
visits by foreigners were recorded. 


Abu Dhabi, Oman reduce 
crude oil prices, MEES says 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Abu 
Dhabi and Oman have notified 
their term contract customers of 
cuts in fee price of their crude oil 
ranging between >0.95 and 51.20 
per barrel, fee Middle East Eco- 
nomic Survey (MEES) reported 

Monday. 

The weekly oil review said the 
cuts refered to April deliveries. 

The price of Abu Dhabi Mur- 
ban has been reduced to 51130 
per barrel from 51230 in March, 
while the Oman crude price has 
been cut to 5 1 0.90 per barrel from 
51135 in March, MEES added. . 

.The yjurb^n-Qman differential „ 
has fallen fo. 40 cents in April, as , 
against 65 cents in March, 85 cents 
in February and 51 1.2 in January, 
it said. 

The ofl review said both Oman 
and Abu Dhabi now fix their 
crude sales prices in line wife a 
formula- providing for monthly 
assessment of prices on a ret- 
rospective basis, in accordance 
with actual spot etude prices dur- 
ing that mouth. 

The move by these two Gulf 
producers follows a similar move 
by Saudi Arabia last month, off- 
ering straight cafe reductions 
below the normal contract prices. 

The Saudioffer MEES reported 
last week would be applicable to 
May liftings only and would vary 
according to fee volume of lifting 
and the sere of the contract, MEES 
Raid. 

MEES reported this week that 


Saudi customers responded pos- 
itively to fee discount offer “to 
restore flagging sales volumes and 
there has already been a marked 
improvement in nominations for 
fee month of May.” 

The size of the Saudi discounts 
varies from 5030 to over 5 1 on 
hi gh liftings by top volume cus- 
tomers, MEES said. 

Egypt ready to cooperate 

Meanwhile, Egypt is prepared 
to reduce its oil production in an 
effort to stabilise the market des- 
pite its current economic dif- 
ficulties^ according to Kuwaiti Oil 
and Industry Minister Ali Khalifa 
A1 Sabah. 

Sheikh A1 Sabah returned here 
at the weekend from a two-day 
visit to Cairo, where he had talks 
wife President Hosni Mubarak, 
Ofl Minister Abdul Hadi Kandil 
and other Egyptian officials on the 
current world oil market situation . 

The discussions — part of 
OPEC’s efforts to seek coo- 
peration from non-OPEC oil pro- 
ducers to restore price stability — 
were described as "positive” by 
fee Kuwaiti minister. 

Sheikh A1 Sabah said that Sante 
Fe International, owned by fee 
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation 
( KPC), would launch an ofl exp- 
loration programme in the Gulf of 
Suez by fee end of this year under 
a cooperation agreement with 

Egypt. 


TOKYO (R) — Hie U.S. dollar, battered severely 
by heavy Tokyo selling, skidded through the 160-yen 
barrier Monday to a record low of 159.99 yen. 


It recovered slightly to 160.20 
yen by fee end of the day’s trading 
but was still down sharply on its 
162 3 5 -yen dose on Friday. 

Ironically, Japanese exporters 
were the major sellers, driving the 
dollar lower and encouraging spe- 
culators to follow. Exporters had 
been urging fee Japanese gov- 
ernment to halt the rise in the yen, 
which has been having a dev- 
astating impact cm their earnin g 

The selling was spurred by exp- 
ectations that the U.S. economy 
will weaken further and by dis- 
appointment over fee failure of 
the major Severn democracies to 
agree on concrete currency mea- 
sures during last week’s Tokyo 
summit. 

The Bank of Japan, boping to 
slow fee dollar's tumble, bought 
dollars throughout fee day but 
could not compete with fee tor- 
rentof selling oideis, dealers said. 

Trading houses, securities hou- 
ses and trust banks followed fee 
market trend, leaving fee Jap- 
anese central bank as the only 


majoc buyer of dollars, they said. 

"The current intensified spe- 
culative selling is unlikely to be 
calmed unless fee United States 
changes its policy favouring a 
weaker dollar.” said Mr. Koichi 
Miyazaki of Sanwa Bank. 

The United States and other 
nations have been calling for a str- 
onger yen to help offset Japan's 
huge trade surplus wife its trading 
partners. 

But although the yen has inc- 
reased in value by nearly 50 per 
cent in fee past seven months 
Japan reported Monday that it 
had a monthly record trade sur- 
plus of 5633 billion in April. 

The surplus in trade wife fee 
United States was a record 54.76 
bfliion, but many economists say 
there will be a delayed reaction 
from the effects of the stronger 
yen on trade figures. 

Several dealers predicted that 
fee dollar would not fall sharply 
below 160 yen but was eventually 
headed forthe 150-155 yen range- 

They said fee Bank of Japan's 


efforts to prop up the weak dollar 
through intervention would have 
little effect unless it was joined by 
other central banks. 

The dollar closed in Tokyo at 
around 2.1728 West German 
marks, down sharply from 2.1840 
marks at fee opening. 

On European exchanges, the 
dollar lost more ground in mor- 
ning trading amid uncertainty 
over how for it might foil and the 
possibility of West German cen- 
tral bank intervention. 

Operators would be thinking 
hard before taking the dollar 
below 160 yen. European dealers 
said, although the chances that it 
would eventually break the bar- 
rier were generally regarded as 
high. 

Meanwhile market nervousness 
about fee possibility of central 
bank intervention — particularly 
by the West German Bundesbank 
— kept trading quiet and in nar- 
row ranges. 

The dollar opened at 2.1745 
marks in London, down slightly 
from Friday's 2.1790 close. It was 
later trading at 2.1695. 

The Bundesbank was not seen 
in the open market in early bus- 


iness. but London dealers said 
Bundesbank dollar .buying was 
expected if the dollar slumped to 
2.16 or 2.15 marks. It bought do!-' 
ars in fee open market rwo weeks 
ago when fee dollar fell below 
2.16 marks. 

Such a move could have more 
success in supporting the dollar 
than recent Bank of Japan int- 
ervention. London dealers said- 

West German Finance Minister 
Gerhard Sroltenberg said after fee 
Tokyo summit feat West Ger- 
many would not hesitate to int- 
ervene if necessary to halt the dol- 
lar's fall. 

The markets could be given 
more direction Tuesday when 
U.S. Treasury Secretary James 
Baker testifies to Congress on 
exchange rates and trade, dealers 
said. Figures for U.S. April retail 
sales are also due out Tuesday. 

Elsewhere the dollar also was 
trading lower against other major 
units. Sterling rose to trade at 
5 1 .5480. after opening in Lon- 
don. at 5 1 >5445 and Friday’s 
5 1 .54 1 7 dose . The dollar slipped 
to trade at 1.7y90 Swiss francs 
after opening at 1 .8035 francs and 
following Friday’s 1.8120 close. 


Top Israeli 
banker quits 
after scandal 

TEL AVIV (AP) —The chairman 
of the board of Israel’s largest 
bank, in a statement released 
Monday, said he was resigning 
under protest following a state 
inquiry feat found him and other 
leading bankers responsible for a 
stock market crash. 

Ernst Japhet of Bank Leumi 
resigned Sunday nigh t and his post 
was turned over to pharmaceutical 
magnate Eli Hurvitz. 

Japhet was the second bank 
head to resign as a result of the 
13-month inqtxiiy. The report also 
demanded the resignations of fee 
governor of the Bank of Israel and 
two other banking directors. 

It found them responsible for 
manipulating stock share prices, a 
practice that led to fee crash in 
October 1983. 

In his statement, Japhet said he 
would "honour the commission’s 
findings, even though the rec- 
ommendations are personally 
unacceptable." 

‘ He said his gpaT was “to serve 
the bank's international int- 
erests... not to harm the smooth 
operation of the banking sys- 
tems.” 

Japhet claims that fee com- 
mission did not take into account 
Israel's skyrocketing inflation at 
the time, which required the ban- 
kers to control share prices to pre- 
vent massive bank kisses and fee 
undermining of fee country’s 
money market. 

Bank Leumfs board of dir- 
ectors said in the statement they 
accepted Japhet’s resignation 
because they had no means to 
appeal the government-appointed 
commission’s decision. 

Central Bank Governor Moshe 
Mandelbaum also announced his 
intention to resign, but cannot do 
so until the government appoints a 
successor. 


Demand for Norwegian crown 
surges after devaluation by 12% 


OSLO ( Agencies) — Demand for 
fee Norwegian crown, devalued 
Sunday by 12 per cent, surged in 
early trading Monday morning on 
a new flow of foreign capital into 
fee country, Oslo foreign exc- 
hange dealers said Monday. 

The crown opened at 7.42 to the 
U.S. dollar compared with a clo- 
sing price of 6.93 on Friday, and 
fell against the West German 
mark from Friday's 3.17 to open 
here at 3.41 marks, bankers said. 

“When you have a run on your 
currency and then a devaluation, 
one would expect to see the capital 
coming back in again,” said Nor- 
wegian Central Bank Director 
Knut Andreasson. 

The new Labour government 
Sunday announced the dev- 
aluation, the largest since 1949. 
saying Norway’s oil-based eco- 
nomy was out of control. 

“Devaluation, combined with 
Norway's high 14 per cent interest 
rates, has made Norwegian cur- 
rency very attractive again,” said 
Mr. Birger Langeland, foreign 
exchange manager at Den Norske 
Creditbank. _ 

Initial reaction to fee dev- 
aluation on fee Oslo stock exc- 
hange was positive, with all major 
industrial shares showing gains in 
early trading. 

Prime Minister Gro Harlem 
Brundtland told a news con- 
ference Sunday night her new 
government "really had no cho- 
ice.” 

She said she hoped the dev- 
aluation would end speculation 
against the Norwegian currency 
which has drained foreign exc- 
hange reserves by 50 bfliion 
crowns (57 billion) since Nov- 
ember. 

Central Bank Governor Her- 
mud Skanland said he believed 
Norway's European trading par- 
tners would understand the dev- 
aluation. 


Peanuts 


I PONT SUPPOSE YOU 
WANT TO HELP ME WITH 
MV HOMEWORK, PO YOU ? 



IF YOULL HELP ME ' 
WITH MV HOMEWORK, 
50MH7AV WHEN i'M 
RICH ANP FAMOUS, 
I'LL TALK TO YOU.. 



Mutt n’ Jeff 



Andy Capp 



EASY, AND*/, EASY. 
YOU'RE NOT AS 
MXlNGAS YOU 
USE&TO EE “/ 





HE MAYAS WELL BE. 
IT ALWAYS WES HIM 
ABOUT TWENTY YEARS 
TO GET USEJ5TO 
HOWEVER OLfo 
HE HAPPENS TO BE 










“In our position any country 
would have used this instrument,” 
he said. 

finance Minister Gunnar Beige 
said Norway, which earns 20 per 
cent of its revenue from oil exp- 
orts, had been badly hit eco- 
nomically by the slump in oil pri- 
ces which began last year. 

The price has fallen from more 
than 530 a barrel to about 514. 
Norway produces 900.000 barrels 
a day. 

In Sweden, Norway’s largest 
trading partner. Finance Minister 
fCjeli-Okrf Feldt said the Nor- 
wegian economy could have col- 
lapsed unless measures were 
taken. 

Ms. Brundtland said the dev- 
aluation would increase prices by 
between one and two percent this 
year and further austerity mea- 
sures would be included in the 
1986 budget, to be announced on 
May 30. 

“Those who have earned most 
from Norway’s wealth will have to 
bear the heaviest burden,” she 
said. 

Former Prime Minister 'Kaare 


Willoch. whose conservative coa- 
lition resigned last week when par- 
liament rejected his austerity 
plans, said Labour's move was 
regrettable. 

Oslo Indicates willingness 
to cooperate with OPEC 

03 Minister Arne Oeien said on 
Friday that Norway was willing to 
meet officials rtf the Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
((SPEC) to discuss ways of boo- 
sting oil prices. 

The analysts said his statement: 
appeared to show a shift from 
Norway’s former policy of ref- 
using to cooperate v/hh OPEC. 

Mr. Egii Hfllc, spokesman for 
the Norwegian oil ministry said 
that if OPEC reached mi agr- 
eement on production and pricing 
policies which could stabilise the 
oil market, Norway would con- 
sider what it could contribute tow- 
ards this objective. 

He said the government would 
present its programme to par- 
liament Tuesday, when it would 
explain its plans for thejoil sector. 


Salaries of UAE government 
employees delayed, paper says 

ABU DHABI (R) — Government employees in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), hit by falling oil revenues, have yet to receive their 
May salaries, the Sharjah daily A1 Khaleej reported Sunday. 

Whfle salaries are normally paid at the start of the month, “today 
marks the passing of one-third of May, and salaries of federal gov- 
ernment employees have yet to be paid,” it said in an editorial. 

“Why were appropriate measures not taken to ensure the payment 
of salaries on time?” it asked. 

UAE revenues have more than halved smee 1980 due to foiling 
world ofl prices and UAE Finance Minis ter Hamdan Vtm Rashid A1 
Maktonm said recently 1986 spending might have to be cut 30 per 
cent from the projected 1985 level of 16.6 billion dirhams (54.5 
bfl Son) . 

A1 Khaleej, a supporter of stronger federal structures in fee 
seven-emirate federation, asked why employees of individual emi- 
rate governments were being paid, but not those of the federation. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



'Aside from the fried coffee and perhed 
bacon, how did I do?" 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAt3= 
| A by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


BRUTS 




En 

101 

KTE 


1 


mm 

mm 




U__L L ) 

JJ 



YEN ITT 


r 

nr: 

□L 


WHAT HE 13AIC 7 
WHEN HE WA& 
CHALLENGED 
TO A PUEL. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form fee surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


a*** ■■u [TTIl >nTny 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: EVENT BOUGH WEAPON JIGGLE 
Answer What that daring dress she wore at the 


dance was 


caring c 
— MOR 


E GONE THAN GOWN 


1 
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3 Soviet officials disciplined for 


Tutu 

attacks 


failing to help Chernobyl evacuees s. African 


MOSCOW (R) — Three local officials have been 
disciplined for failing to take care of people eva- 
cuated from the Chernobyl nuclear power station* 
the Soviet Communist Party daily Pravda said Mon- 
day. 


The three were leaders of a tra- 
nsport combine attached to the 
plant, " Yuzhatomenergo- 
stroitrans," and members of the 
ruling party. 

For 10 days after the 200 wor-. 
kers in the unit, and their families, 
had been evacuated from the 
30-kilometre zone round the rad- 
ioactive plant, the officials did 
nothing to help them. Pravda said. 

“Wages were not given out on 
time, clothing was not handed out, 
they ignored the evacuees' leg- 
itimate requests," it said. 

A.iShapoval. who had shown “a 
complete indifference" to the fate 
of the evacuees, was expelled from 
the ruling party, a severe blow to 
his career. 

A. Sichkarenko was given a 
strong reprimand, entered on his 
party card, also a career setback. 
Pravda did not give details of the 
punishment dealt out to the third 
official, the head of the combine's 
party organisation. A. Gubsky. 

The report appeared after top 
scientists heading the Chernobyl' 
clean-up operation declared that 


the danger of a new explosion in 
the damaged reactor's radioactive 


core was over. 


from the zone in two stages on 
April 27 and May 2-4, were said to 
be well cared for. 

Reports said all were given 
close medical attention, acc- 
ommodation and basic necessities, 
adults were given temporary jobs, 
and children taken into local sch- 
ools, before being sent to holiday 
camps. 


Members of the Communist 
Party, the only political party 
permitted in the Soviet Union, are 
expected to take a lead in dealing 
with the country's problems and 
show higher standards of beh- 
aviour than Qon-members. 

“The unusual, complicated sit- 
uation showed up some short- 
comings," ‘ Pravda said. “Some 
leaders turned out to be psy- 
chologically unprepared for work 
in the conditions caused by the 
accident in the attomic power sta- 
tion/’ 

The report, from two Pravda 
correspondents in the Kiev region, 
contrasted strongly with most of 
the reporting of the disaster in the 
Soviet state media. 

Correspondents have dwelt on 
the heroism and selflessness of the 
officials, fire-fighters. doctors, 
drivers, and others dealing with 
the consequences of the April 26 
accident. 

The 84,000 evacuees, removed 


Some hints of shortcomings, 
however, have appeared. Last 
Wednesday the dally Sovietskaya 
Rossiya quoted the Kiev region 
party boss as saying some people 
had shirked their responsibilities 
in dealing with the disaster. 

Monday’s Pravda article, how- 
ever, was the first to denounce 
people by name. Western dip- 
lomats said it was in line with Sov- 
iet leader Mikhail Gorbachev’s 
policy of more open reporting in 
the media, which was notable by 
its absence after the reactor fire 
broke out 


Pravda stressed that the failures 
of leadership were an exception 
and cited instances of bravery. 

Alexander Gamanyuk, party 
leader in the power station set- 
tlement of Pripyat, was in hospital 
when the accident happened, but 
immediately left his bed to help 
lead operations. 

Pravda also published the de- 
arest photograph yet of the dam- 


aged reactor, a picture released by 
the official news agency TASS to 
the foreign media Sunday. 

Soviet television Sunday nigh t 
shewed the first film from inside 
tiie security zone and an interview 
from control headquarters with 
the vice-president of the Soviet 
Academy of Sciences, Yevgeny 
Velikhov. 

"Theoretically, until today, 
there existed the possibility of a 
catastrophe because a large amo- 
unt of fuel and reactor graphite 
remained in an overheated con- 
dition," he said. “Now that pos- 
sibility is no more." 

The accident occurred more 
than two weeks ago with an exp- 
losion and fire in the fourth rea- 
ctor at the Ukrainian plant, sen- 
ding a doud of radioactive par- 
ticles over much of .Europe. 

Western experts had feared that 
high temperatures might continue 
and cause another explosion or 
meltdown of the reactor core. 

Ivan Silayev, a first deputy 
prime minister also interviewed 
from inside the zone, said the eli- 
mination of the threat was an “his- 
toric event" and decontamination 
work was continuing. 

The film, the most detailed pic- 
ture of Chernobyl heyet seen on 
Soviet television, began with shots 
of white Ukrainian bouses sealed 
against radiation. 


press 


China to launch satellites for U.S. Police 


PEKING ( R) — China said Mon- 
day it would launch two U.S. 
communications satellites, mov- 
ing to fill gaps in the commercial: 


ace business left by three major 
merican launch failures this 


year. 

China Daily said a Houston, 
Texas-based company TeresaL 
and China's Great Wall Industry 
Corporation, a division of the 
Ministry of Astronautics, had sig- 
ned a memorandum of und- 
erstanding to launch two satellites 
with China's Long March-3 rocket 
by December next year. 

Teresat President Henry 
Schwartz said China’s space pro- 
gramme had a “great track rec- 
ord" and Peking would earn a 


considerable amount of foreign 
exchange for the launches but he 
gave no details. 

The Palapa B and Wes tar VI 
satellites earmarked for Chinese 
launchers were recovered from 
faulty oibhs in 1984 by the US. 
space shuttle. China Daily said. 

The accord was announced as 
China boosted its space pro- 
gramme to earn scarce foreign 
currency and amid American 
gloom over three failures, inc- 
luding the Challenger shuttle dis- 
aster in January. 

Europe's private space con-* 
sortium Arianespace says it has 
signed a contract with Japan's 
Space Communications Cor- 
poration to launch two satellites in 


1988. 

Indonesia has said it cannot wait 
for the United States to sort out its 
space programme and must study 
other ways of putting a satellite 
into orbit within the next 16 
months. 

In March, China said it would 
launch a communications satellite 
for a Swedish company, its first 
foreign commercial space deal. 

Peking said it was going into the 
commercial launch business last 
October, undercutting its mam 
rivals, the Americans and Ari- 
anespace, by IS per cent. 

In February, the official press 
said six countries had expressed an 
interest in using Long March-2 
and-3 rockets as launchers. 


protest 
plans for 


commission m 


Palme case 


Mulroney, Zhou discuss jailed priests 


PEKING l R) — Canadian Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroney said he 
raised the plight of a group of jai- 
led Roman Catholic priests during 
talks with the Chinese gov- 
ernment Monday. 

Mr. Mulroney told a news con- 
ference he dwelt almost entirely 
on human rights matters in a 
30-minute meeting with Premier 
Zhou Ziyang at the end of his 
five-day China visit. 

A group of elderly priests have 
been in prison in China since they 
were rearrested in the early 1980s. 
They are serving long terras for 


defending papal authority and 
supporting an underground 
church. 


Mr. Mulroney said his calks had 
been “direct, realistic and ser- 
ious” although he said the Chinese 
traditionally saw such matters as 
being internal. 

He said he expected further 
contacts between the two gov- 
ernments on human rights issues, 
and said he would also raise 
human rights questions with die 
South Korean government on the 
next stop of his Asian tour. 


"It would be unusual for som- 
eone who lives in a democracy to 
visit other countries without mak- 
ing any allusion to human pro- 
blems, be said. “It is notasubject 
that can be brushed under the 
table and alluded to ever so obl- 
iquely." 


China has eased restrictions on 
religious practice in the last few 
years. But the Patriotic Catholic i 
Church has had no ties with the j 
Vatican since the 1950s when the 
government ordered it to stop 
recognising .papal authority. 


Five killed by guerrilla 
landmine in Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO (R) — Five gov- 
ernment workers were killed and 
one wounded when their vehicle 
detonated a landmine in northern 
Sri Lanka, the National Security' 
Ministry said Monday. 

The landmine blasted one of 
three vehicles in a convoy carrying 
employees of the Land Com- 
missioner s Department who were 
working on an irrigation project at 
Suoibanlculam Sunday. 

A ministry spokesman said it 
was the latest attack by guerrillas 
fighting government troops in nor- 
thern and eastern areas in an eff- 
ort to set up a separate state for 
minority Tamils. 

The government has blamed the 
guerrillas for the deaths of 28 
people killed in two bomb blasts in 
the capital Colombo over the past 
nine days. 

Sixteen people, mostly foreign 
tourists, died when a bomb ripped 
through an Air Lanka plane on 
April 26 at Colombo airport. Last 


Wednesday, another bomb roc- 
ked the Central Telegraph Office 
killing 12 people and wounding 
more than 100. 

The government has warned the 
public against more bomb attacks 

President Junius Jayewardeoe 
was quoted by a London new- 
spaper Sunday as saying that his 
country would be partitioned like 
Cyprus if he did not receive more 
foreign aid to fight against Tamil 
guerrillas. 

In Colombo, the state-run Daily 
News Monday quoted National 
Security Minister Lalith Ath- 
ulathraudali as saying: “I have 
been to Britain. I was away for 
three nights." However, Mr. Ath- j 
ulathmudali did not give a reason | 
for his mission to Britain. 

Israeli experts are tr aining Sri 
Lankan troops in anti -guerrilla 
intelligence gathering while for- 
mer members of the British Spe- 
cial Air Services un it are providing j 
anti-guerrilla training. 


Top-grade 
films fail to 
offset fears 


at Cannes 


festival 


CANNES. France (R) — The 
opening days of the 1 986 Cannes 
Film Festival have brought an 
unusually high -cl ass crop of ent- 
ries plus brilliant Riviera weather 
— but fears of possible guerrilla 
violence have dimmed the cus- 
tomary glamour. 

"Cannes is always one big non- 
stop parly." a festival official said, 
“only this year the guests of hon- 
our have not shown up.” 


He was referring to the widely 
publicised absence of Hollywood 
stars such as Rambo hero Syl- 
vester Stallone amid fears of ter- 


STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AP) — 
Police protested Monday about 
government plans to hold a com- 
mission of inquiry before the end. 
of May to look into the so far uns- 
uccessful investigation of Prime 
Minister Glof Palme's ass- 
assination. 

In a statement published in the 
Stockholm daily Aftonbledet, Pol- 
ice Commissioner Hans Holmer, 
the head of the Palme inv- 
estigation, said that a commission 
at this stage “in practice could 
burden the search." 

He said that the investigation 
was being conducted with “great 
intensity" and that there were" no 
signs of a slackening 1 ' of efforts, 
although 10 weeks have passed 
since Mr. Palme was gunned down 
on a Stockholm street. 

“No decisive tips or enl- 
ightening theories are to be exp- 
ected from a commission," Mr. 
Holmer said. 

Minister of Justice Sten Wic- 
kbom had announced on April 16, 
without specifying a date, that a 
commission “to have security and 
other issues illuminated" would 
be set up. It was important that the 
police's investigation should not 
be disturbed, Mr. Wickbom said 

Police spokesman Leif Hallberg 
said that the police were surprised 
to learn from press reports at the 
weekend that the setting up of the 
commission was imminent. 

“It would have been better to 
let this examination wait until next 
falL By then we probably can steel 
more time from the search,” he 
said. 

Police put 300 detectives, the 
largest special force in Swedish 
c riminal history, on the Palme 
case. But no murder weapon was 
found and the only detained sus- 
pect was released in mid- March 
after witnesses failed to recognise 
him. 

The 33-year-old Swede was 
confronted with more witnesses at 
the end of April in an effort the 
police said was to “straighten out 
question marks concerning the 


Fresh violence erupts 


South African police said Mon- 
day they shot dead a black man in 
overnight unrest and state-run 
-radio hinted at a fresh security 
crackdown to prevent “total ana- 
rchy ” 

Police said a black policeman 
who was being at t a cked with pet- 
rol bombs lolled one of the ass- 
ailants at Kutsoqg township in the 
western Transvaal. He was the | 
eighth man to die in widespread j 
protests over the weekend. 

Another man was seriously inj- j 
ured during fightiig between rival | 
groups in the township. 

Harsh security force measures, 
including a seven-month state of 
emergency lifted last year, have 
failed to end the mass protests 
which has claimed over 1,500 lives 
since February 1984. 

A commentary on Radio South 
Africa, which invariably reflects 
government thinking, said violent 
tactics of black activists were fue- 
lling anger among white right- 
wing radicals. 

“Clearly, effective security act- 
ion, backed by enabling measures, 
will now have to be taken in the 
interests of the vast majority of 
South Africans, if this two-edged 
threatof total anarchy is to be avo- 
ided," the radio said. 

. The warning followed “a mas- 
sive weekend security sweep hi 
Alexandra township and tension 
triggered by the death of three 
black youths at Diepkloof near 
Johannesburg. 


Gandhi promotes Sikh 
in cabinet reshuffle 


VIENNA, Austria (Agencies) — 
Bishop Desmond Him said Mon- 
day that most white -con trolled 
South African newspapers try to 
"shield white readers from the 
realities” of the conflict over apa- 
rtheid, in order to make money. 
The South African press “has sold 
its soul in exchange for immediate 
realisable advantages, mainly fin- 
ancial ones, which go hand- 
in-glove with popularity in the 
white community," Tutu said. 

Hie Anglican Bishop of Joh- 
annesburg, a leading campaigner 
for black-majority rights and the 
1984 winner of the Nobel Peace 
Prize, said in a speech delivered at 
the opening of the General Ass- 
embly of the International Press 
Institute, a London-based org- 
anisation that seeks to promote 
press freedom. 

More than 300 editors, pub- 
lishers and broadcasters from the 
West and the Third World have 
gathered for three days of dis- 
cussions on issues of news cov- 
erage around the world. 

Tutu referred to South Africa’s 
two En glish -language and tWO 
Afrikaans- language newspaper 
groups, all independently owned, 
and to the South African Bro- 
adcasting Corp., which he des- 
cribed as “a lickspittle sycophant 
of the government.” 

On the whole, Tutu said, the 
South African press “is a great 
deal freer than in most other parts 
■of the African continent,” ana has 
“often been a vigorous champion 
of human rights.” He said this was 
a “deliberately cultivated abe- 
rration by the South African aut- 
horities, who have wanted the out- 
side world to believe that things 
were not so bad in South Africa." 

But Tutu said news media have 
.failed in a larger task — to bridge 
the gap in unders tanding between 
whites and blacks in a deeply div- 
ided society. 

He said a few newspapers that 
tried to cover black views and 
shake whites out of their com- 
placency, including the Rand 
Daily Mail, Sunday Express and 
the Cape Times, have either sto- 
pped pubtishmg or are in danger 
of closing. 


NEW DELHI (R) — Prime Min- 
ister Rajiv Gandhi promoted a 
Sikh ostracised by his community 
to India’s top security job of 
Home (interior) minister . in a 
major cabinet reshuffle Monday. 

Mr. Gandhi, whose government 
is battling Sikh separatist 'ext- 
remists in northern Punjab state, 
moved Agriculture Minister Bata 
S ing h to the Home Ministry which 
deals with the police and internal 
security. 

He also dropped External Aff- 
airs Minister Bali Ram Bhagat 
from the newly expanded cabinet. 

A Home Ministry official said 
Mr. Singh's appointment would 
strengthen the position of the min- 
istry’s number two, Arun Nehru, 
Mr. Gandhi's cousin who is in cha- 
rge of internal security. 

The official, who asked not to 
be named, said Mr. Singh would 
not be able to deal directly with 
Pun j ah, India ’s biggest internal 
security problem, because no Sikh 
would talk to him. 

Mr. Singh was a minister in June 
1984 when late Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi ordered the Indian 
army into the Sikhs’ holiest shrine, 
the Golden Temple in Amritsar, 
to dislodge extremists. 

The five Sikh head priests acc- 
used him of being party to the raid 
which outraged many of India's 14 
mil Fi nn Sikhs . They declared him a 
sinner and ordered all S ikhs to ost- 
racise him, the first step towards 
full excommunication. 

Mr. Singh, who opposes dem- 
ands for a separate Sikh nation, 
replaced veteran politician P.V. 
Narasimha Rao who remained in 
the cabinet as human resources 

minis ter. 


jab would have to be through Mr. 
Nehru, whom Mr. Gandhi app- 
ointed to tiie new post of mini ster 
of state for internal security last 
September. 

Mr. Nehru is one of several 
■ young politicians and officials who 
have shot to prominence since Mr. 
Gandhi took over from his ass- 
assinated mother Indira in Oct- 
ober 1984. 


Mr. Gandhi bo light another 
Sikh, former Lower House Spe- 
aker G.S. DiuUon, into the cabinet 
to replace Mr. Singh as agriculture 
minister. 

Political analysts saw the cha- 
nges as an attempt to satisfy dem- 
ands by moderate Sikhs for gre- 
ater representation in the central 
government. 

Mr. Gandhi named 1 1 new min- 
isters and expanded the cabinet to 
'increase representation from two 
other key states, Assam and 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

He brought Mohammad Sayid. 
president of his Congress (I) Party 
in the Himalayan state of Jammu 
and Kashmir, into the cabinet as 
tourism minister. 


The Ho me Ministry official said 
contact with Sikh leaders in Pun- 


Bangladesh asks India 
to send tribesmen home 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh has 
urged India to repatriate tri- 
besmen v ho fled across the border 
to escape violence between tribal 
insurgents and settlers in Chi- 
ttagong Hill Tracts district in tire 
south of the country, officials said 
Monday. 

More than 70 people have been 
k filed this month in dashes bet- 
ween members of the tribal Shanti 
Bahini (peace force) guerrilla 
group and settlers in the 13,000 
Square kilometres of rugged hills 
and dense forests. 

District officials said about 
6,000 tribesmen had taken refuge 
in India. But a Dhaka official said 
Monday about 2,000 Chakma tri- 
besmen had gone to India’s north 
eastern Tripura state “to escape 
further violence at home.” 

“We have asked New Delhi to 
arrange repatriation of Ban- 
gladeshi trixsmen who have cro- 


Pakistani police find bombs. 


arrest 40 curfew breakers 


KARACHI (R) . — Police said 
Monday they found 12 home- 
made bombs in a National Ass- 
embly membets’s bar and arrested 
40 people for violating a curfew in 
Karachi, Pakistan’s largest city. 


Pash tuns 
Frontier. 


Outlay I 
iins no: 


m the North West 


They said Afaq Khan Shah id 
was arrested Sunday night for car- 
rying 12 bombs and handed over 
to the Police Investigating Agency 
for interrogation. ..... 


Ten shops and 15 vehicles were 
set on fire during the disturbances 
and a bomb thrown at a police 
lorry wounded eight policemen. 


Shahid, a leader of Karachi’s 
Bibari ethnic group, went on hun- 
ger strike on Thursday to press for 
tiie repatriation of Biharis str- 
anded in Bangladesh when the 
country, formerly east Pakistan, 
won independence in 1971 . 


The curfew was relaxed Mon- 
day to allow shopping but the aut- 
horities warned residents not to 
hurl stones at police. 


Authorities called in troops and 
imposed an indefinite curfew on 
four districts of Karachi after riots 


Pofice twice resorted to tear gas 
in the curfew areas when some 
people stoned them. 

Opposition leader Benazir Bhu- 
tto accused police of failing m 
their responsibility to protect pea- 
ceful citizens. She demanded the 
immediate release of those arr- 
ested and urged police not to har- 
ass the people. 


rorism set off by last month’s 
U -Libyan confrontation mid 


Film director plans to face sex charges in U.S. 
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recent guerrilla attacks in Europe. 

Some 30,000 people, out for 
fun or film business, have turned 
up for the 12-day festival ending 
on May 19. 

And members of the 3,000- 
stroog press corps in attendance 
say the 20 films competing for the 
Golden Palm Award are among 
the richest and most diverse in 


Q.1 — As $ouih. vulnerable, jrou 
hold: 

♦J7 TQJ92 0KIQ6 4JS76 
The bidding has proceeded: 

IVorth Cut South West 

1 ♦ Pans 1 NT Pass 

2 NT Pane 7 

What action do you take? 


Q.4— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

♦652 TQ762 0853 ♦J102 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 * Dbk Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 


QJ-A a South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ AKS74 *63 vA105 *KJ6 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North Eut South West 

1 ♦ P*f* 1 ♦ 27 

2 ♦ Pam ? 

What do you bid now? 


Q.5- Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦ AK8 OAK7 0J93 ♦ A 1676 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South Went North East 
1 ♦ Pam 1 4 P U s 


What do you bid now? 


Q.3- East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

♦ 10763 ?9SS2 0A83 +A5 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 ♦ 19 Paso Pass 

DUe 2 ? 7 

What action do you take? 


Q.6— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

♦KJ <79872 CQ9 4J8542 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 ♦ Pass 1 NT P MI 

2 £ Pam 2 ♦ Put 

3 ♦ Pass 7 

What action do you iake7 


years. 

But while tiie restaurants and 
seaside boulevards are crowded, 
the usual parades of marching girls 
and costumed bands have been 
cancelled for reasons of security. 

“We have to play safe,” said a 
city official. “If s unfortunate but 
we can’t afford the danger pre- 
sented by street shows and con- 
certs." 

The French navy has taken tiie 
danger of guerrilla attacks ser- 
iously enough to station a gunboat 
on full alert off Cannes. 

Some big Hollywood names 
shunned the festival to express 
their resentment of what they cal- 
led France’s failure to support the 
U.S. air raids on Libya. 

However Mayor Charlotte Spa- 
rado of Beverly Hills, homei for 
numerous Hollywood celebrities, 
put in a prominet festival app- 
earance. 


CANNES, France (R) — Seven 
years after making his last film and 
eight after fleeing American cou- 
rts, Polish director Roman Pol- 
anski says be will return to face sex 
charges in the United States. 

The 52-year-old director, att- 
ending the Cannes Film FestivaT s 
worldwide launch of his new pro- 
duction Pirates, said he intended 
to turn himself in to clear up a 
1978 charge of unlawful sexual 
. intercouse with an under-age girl. 

“I want to settle this legal pro- 
blem but I have no intention of 
going to live there." he (old Reu- 
ters in an interview. 

Living in a Paris apartment off 
the Champs Elysees, Polanski 
walks each day to a studio where 
he has spent weeks putting the 
final touches to the 530-million 
adventure film which opened this 
year's Cannes festival. 

A project dreamed up a decade 
ago "to bring magic, adventure, 
entertainment, instead of the ser- 
ious films with messages that were 
popular then.” Polanski's Pirates 
is a swashbuckling. 17th century 
saga set in the Caribbean. 

Its ruthless peg-legged hero 
Captain Red, played Walter Mat- 
thau, shares tiie main Credits with 
one of the most expensive props 


ever built for the cinema . — an 
eight- million-doll ar replica of a 
Spanish galleon. 

Polanski s reputation for over- 
spending, attributed to obsession- 
with detofl and a refusal to shoot in 

a studio when a real setting bec- 
omes available, is one of die rea- 
sons why it took him so long to get 
the project going. 


Now he talks of it as a trial and 
says his next idea, a thriller, will be 
“something simple, not a costume 
film, and no special effects. 

Polanski added bitterly: “Mak- 
ing a film is a conti n ual struggle. 
The worst of it is the financial pre- 
ssure. They’re pressing you to get 
it finished m time when everything 
is working against you." 

Shooting on the Mediterranean 
Sea off Tunisia, Polanski ran info 
the same snags of a rolling set and 
uncertain weather that be faced 
when making the film that brought 
him to world attention in 1962,- 
Knife In The Water. . 



The Pirates galleon took two 
years to build. Then it was whi- 
pped about by winds, stopped by 
engine trouble, broke its anchor 
and was finally damaged in a col- 
lision with another ship. 

Polanski said: "Originally you 


Roman 

have a' d esire^o make a film ypif 
want to 'see on tiie screen. But 
when it’s finished you’ve lost the! 
pleasure of die spectator. 

, "It's tike frigid woman who cha- 
ses a pleasure and never gets sat- 
isfaction... I'm satisfied it’s ach- 
ieved. My work is to struggle and 
get it done. But I'd need some 
kind of magical potion to get the 
distance to know whether' 
if s good.” , 

Polanski visited the Cannes fes- 
tival in 1957 during his first trip to 
the West. He loved it then but now 
prefers to stay cloistered in his 
suite in the town’s most luxurious 


hoteL 

He avoid photographers of the 
type who drove him wild after the 
death of his wife Sharon Tate in 
savage Los Angeles murders. 

Even in his Intel room he rem- 
ains a target of fens wanting a 
sneak snapshot of the director, 
back in the hmelighx after years 
away from film. 

Since making Tfess},. which 
won three Oscars, raanski has 
written fas autobiography and dir- 
ected Peter Shaffer’s stage play 
Amadeus in Paris and Warsaw. 
He plans to stage another play by 
Shaffer in Paris next year. 

■Polanski says he wifi never go in 
for*. films on social issues, is "sca- 
red of do-gooders” and believes 
“the work! is sick, with cer- 
tamties” 

Cannes critics gave a good rec- 
eption to his film but praise fell 
short of that given-io hs somewhat 
similar comic adventure story, the 
Fearless Vampire Killers. Pol- 
anski brushed their opinions 
aside. 

“They arc not a real audience,” 
he said. "They don’t pay for their 
tickets. A person who realty pays 
is a person who realty wants to see 
a film ” 



Nightingales may be 
affected by Chernobyl 
fallout 


HELSINKI (R) — High rad- 
ioactivity has been found m mo- 
ratory birds in Finland after the.. 


Chernobyl midear disaster In the 
Soviet Union and nightingales 


Soviet Union and .nightingales 
could be especially affected, a 
nature protection official said. 
Finnish ornithologists ha vc war- 
ned children not to pick up any 
dead birds they find, while off- 
icials said they feared radiation 
could enter the wildlife food chain 
as some mi gr atory birds are cau- 
ght and eaten by predatory birds. 
Inspector Seppo Kotiraota of 
Turku Nature Protectio n Ass- 
ociation told Reuters that birds 
netted for marking and inspection 
had flown through the area offal- 
lout from Chernobyl before arr- 
iving in Finland. 


i Mushm-majority K a s hmi r was 
placed under governor’s rule last 
March when the state government 
resigned after Congress (I) wit- 
hdrew its support The state has 
since been rocked by Muslim- 
Hindu dashes. 

In a surprise move, Mr. Gandhi 
dropped Foreign Minister Bali 
Ram Bhagat who was appointed 
last September in the first cabinet 
shakenp since the December 1984 
general election. 

Mr. Bhagat was replaced by 
Commerce Minister P. Shiv Sha- 
nkar who also retained the com- 
merce portfolio. 


Diana paints eyes on 
doll’s head 


get a reply soon,” one affiical told 
reporters. 

Bangladesh » ^oc us es India of 
providing training and arms to die 
Shanti Bahmi rebels who have 
been fighting for 12 years for pol- 
itical autonomy for the district 
New Delhi denies tiie diaige. 

Officials at the H 31 Tracts hea- 
dquarters of Rangamati told Reu- 
ters Sunday that the insurgents 
kidnapped 30 school teachers and 
local government officials on Sat- 
urday, signalling an apparent cha^ 
nge in their strategy. They had 
previously attacked only troops 
and farmers. 

Shanti Bahini opposed the res- 
ettlement in the district of of more 
than 200,000 farmers from the. 
over-crowded plains. In July 1984 
they shot dead 200 settlers, wou- 
nded 1.000 others and razed hun- 
dreds of homes. 


TOKYO (R) Princess Dana 
samp led the gamut of Japanese 
culture , first painting the eyes on a 
tiny doffs bead and that playfully 
poking tiie belly of a quarter-ton 
Sumo wrestler. She and Prince 
Charles, on the first frill day of 
their official tour of Japan, rec- 
eived a rapturous welcome from 
over 90,000 people who Sued the 
streets to catch a glimpse of them. 
Princess Diana then went barefoot 
to receive lessons in the gentle 
arts of ftowef-arranging and 
doll-making. She later joined her 
husband for the Sumo wrestling, 
sitting with him in the stadium's 
royal box which was used last 
month by Japanese Emperor Hir- 
ohitoat tiie celebration of the 60th 
year of his reign. 


Cat Stevens to return 
to singing 


LONDON (R) — Former int- 
ernational pop star Cat Stevens, 
.who quit the business, is pfenning 
a comeback to raise money fin- 
refugees fleeing the war in Afg- 
hanistan. “I have thought' V6ty. 
deeply about making a new record 
based on indigenous Afghaft- 
songs,” Stevens, who now goes by 
the name Yusuf Islam, tola Reu- 
ters. "It would have to be a vocal 
song excluding the use of musical 
instruments to comply with the 
Islamic law.” He said the song 
would be in English to ensure a 
wider potential market. Revenues 
would be donated to the Afghan 
refugees. 


Intruder steals 
queen’s . land rover 


LONDON (R) — An intruder 
stole one of Queen Elizabeth's 
land rovers from garages attached 
to Buckingham Palace before 
dawn on Thursday, causing a sec- 
urity scare. Police said Monday 
that security at the palace had not 
been breached and the ma n was 
later arrested. However, the Daily 
Mail newspaper said the incident 
raised fears that a guerrilla could 
have planted a bomb in palace 
■vehicles. Police said the man wal- 
ked into the palace mews, where 
the queen’s horses and vehicles 
are housed, and drove off in tiie 
land rover. “There was no breach 
of security. The royal mews do not 
fail within tiie security area of 
Buckingham Palace,” a spo- 
keswoman told Reuters. Informed 
sources said police thought the 
intruder was a genuine s taff me m- - 
ber allowed access to the vehicles. 
The palace refused to comment, 
saying it did not discuss security 
matters. Security in Britain. inc- 
luding royal protection, has been 
stepped up to counter threats of 
guerrilla attack. Security at the 

palace was tightened in 1982 after 

a man wandered into Queen Eli- 
zabeth's bedroom and sat on tiie 
end of her bed telling her hs tro- 
ubles. 


Archaeologists find 
town called bear 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet art 
baeotogsts have found a prt 
viousty unknown ancient Russia 
town called Medved (rear), th 
official news agency TASS rep 
orted Sunday. The town, in th 
region north of Moscov 
was buflt by a Finno-Ugric trib 
Jflledtfae Merya in the 11th cec 
tuiy but was never mentioned i 
<*tomries 7 TASS saki In the latr 
Middle Ages, settlers from neaib 
Novgorod; then the capital t 
w^anlands stretching from th 
Baltic Sea to the Urals, add-H 
““Pie* to the simp! 
t Z! be trS,e * But Med 
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